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ABORTIONS RISE IN ZIKA-
AFFECTED COUNTRIES
DESPITE ILLEGALITY AND
SAFETY RISKS

AMANDA KATHERINE

Due to the persistent spread of the Zika virus in Latin America and other highly
affected areas, there has been a significant rise in the number of abortions
performed and requested this past year. This has occurred despite the
illegality and safety risks of abortion in most of these countries.
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The mosquito-borne Zika virus has been linked to microcephaly, a condition

where newborns are born with abnormally small heads. The disease outbreak TGS AdChoices[>
is thought to have originated in Brazil. Since the Zika outbreak in Brazil in ' i
October, the Health Ministry has confirmed 1,271 cases of microcephaly. Zika
can also cause severe brain abnormalities and eye and hearing defects.
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The spread of Zika and rising cases of microcephaly have prompted a spike in

the demand for abortions in areas like Latin America, where the procedure is
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without medical supervision or risk having a cheap abortion performed by
under-qualified doctors in backroom operating rooms. Women risk serious

complications following a potentially botched abortion, but the fear for their
health and that their unborn child has driven these women to do what they
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deemed necessary. f
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Paula Avila-Guillen, a Latin America specialist at the Center for Reproductive
Rights in New York, gave insight on recent study results published by the New
England Journal of Medicine. The study revealed that countries affected by Gabourey Sidibe Dead? Did 32-Year-
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That largest increase came from Brazil, and Ecuador, which had a 107.7
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percent increase, was not far behind. Venezuela’s abortion requests rose by by Taboola
more than 93 percent, Honduras by nearly 76 percent, Colombia by 39

percent, and Costa Rica and El Salvador by about 36 percent. Jamaica was

the only country included in the study that saw a decrease in abortion

requests, by nearly 33 percent.

However, these numbers are likely on the low end of the spectrum, because
the majority of illegal abortions are unreported. Women are likely to use an
unsafe method, accessing the abortion pill from local pharmacies or the black
market or seeking local underground abortion providers.
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The Zika outbreak is expected to spread to almost every country in the
Americas. The World Health Organization predicts that three million to four

million people across North America, Central America, South America, and the
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Caribbean will contract the Zika virus by early next year. f 0 g 0 L

Dr. Catherine Aiken, one of the study’s authors, feels that telling an entire

country not to get pregnant is just not a realistic way to lower abortion D>
numbers. It also needs to be taken into account that these affected counties
mostly all have a high prevalence of sexual violence, marital rape, and limited
access to contraceptives.

“Itisn’t enough for health officials just to warn women about the
risks associated with Zika. They must also make efforts to
ensure that women are offered safe, legal and accessible
reproductive services.”

Aiken and the rest of her colleagues are certainly not alone in the belief that it
is time for serious legal discussions about women and reproductive rights in
Latin America. Their study just further proved what Aiken and her colleagues
unfortunately already knew: There has been an extreme rise in abortions
performed and requested in countries that have become stricken with the Zika
virus, and the only way to lower those numbers is to provide more information
about the Zika virus and to improve the safety and legality status of abortion
for women in these affected areas.

View the video below to see a current news update regarding Zika’s abortion
boom in Brazil & South America.

[Photo by Mario Tama/Staff/Getty Images]

Now Watch This: Link Between Cellphone Radiation And Cancer Suggests
New Government Report

Now Read This: You Won't Believe What Ariana Grande Did To Her Ponytail
Now
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