6/24/2015 Activists in Europe Are Using Drones to Help Women in the Best Way Possible

Follow @MicNews

SHARE
TWEET

Judge Sentences Dzhokhar Tsarnaev to Death by Execution

LINE Y L
T YL LA
FrTY LIEL

~=Rgasaid
New Tren Fashion Won't Cost You Anything at All

5 Things to Know About South Carolina Governor Nikki Hale

One Chart Shows the Huge Racial Divide Over the Confederate Flag in South Carolina

Gov. Nikki Haley Just Called on South Carolina to Take Down the Confederate Fla;

This Indian App Allows Women to Crowdsource the Safest Route Home

http://mic.com/articles/121185/europe-using-drones-to-deliver-abortion-pills 1/11


https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fmic.com%2Farticles%2F121185%2Feurope-using-drones-to-deliver-abortion-pills&region=follow_link&screen_name=MicNews&tw_p=followbutton
http://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fmic.com%2Farticles%2F121185%2Feurope-using-drones-to-deliver-abortion-pills
http://mic.com/articles/121263/white-groups-muslim-terrorist-attacks
http://mic.com/music
http://mic.com/articles/121262/this-ivy-league-university-just-took-a-huge-step-to-fight-mass-incarceration
http://mic.com/world
http://mic.com/articles/121142/governor-nikki-haley-requests-removal-of-confederate-flag-from-statehouse
http://mic.com/arts
http://mic.com/articles/121226/safetipin-app-allows-women-to-crowdsource-safest-route-home
http://mic.com/connections
http://mic.com/articles/121118/the-hot-new-trend-in-fashion-won-t-cost-you-anything-at-all
http://mic.com/news
http://mic.com/articles/121282/judge-sentences-dzhokhar-tsarnaev-to-death-by-execution
http://twitter.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fmic.com%2Farticles%2F121185%2Feurope-using-drones-to-deliver-abortion-pills&original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fmic.com%2Farticles%2F121185%2Feurope-using-drones-to-deliver-abortion-pills&related=MicNews&source=tweetbutton&text=Activists%20in%20Europe%20Are%20Using%20Drones%20to%20Help%20Women%20in%20the%20Best%20Way%20Possible%20by%20%40LevineJonathan&via=MicNews
http://mic.com/articles/121188/south-carolina-governor-nikki-haley-everything-you-need-to-know
http://mic.com/tech
http://mic.com/policy
http://mic.com/science
http://mic.com/articles/121184/one-chart-shows-south-carolinas-divide-over-confederate-flag
http://mic.com/articles/121248/harvard-study-finds-working-moms-have-more-caring-and-successful-children
http://mic.com/identities

6/24/2015 Activists in Europe Are Using Drones to Help Women in the Best Way Possible

P

These Teens Just Dreamed Up Condoms That Change Color To Detect STIs

Have You Joined the New Mile High Club?

[
4 3 -

AL 4

Who Needs a Boyfriend When You've Got Apps?

http://mic.com/articles/121185/europe-using-drones-to-deliver-abortion-pills 2/11


http://mic.com/articles/121155/this-chinese-woman-traveled-1-500-miles-and-spent-1-100-to-save-100-dogs-from-being-eaten
http://mic.com/articles/121259/black-man-and-white-woman-perform-slam-poetry-on-privilege-and-allies
http://mic.com/articles/121084/the-wife-of-a-top-israeli-official-just-tweeted-a-racist-joke-at-president-obama
http://mic.com/articles/121211/who-needs-a-boyfriend-when-you-ve-got-apps
http://mic.com/articles/121280/margaret-cho-hollywood-if-women-were-in-charge
http://mic.com/articles/121096/pope-francis-slams-gun-manufacturers
http://mic.com/articles/121199/have-you-joined-the-new-mile-high-club
http://mic.com/articles/121246/new-smart-condoms-detect-sti-s-by-changing-colors
http://mic.com/articles/121244/meryl-streep-sends-letter-to-congress-fighting-for-equal-rights
http://mic.com/articles/121277/carlos-montero-24-has-been-jailed-at-rikers-since-2008-without-a-trial

6/24/2015 Activists in Europe Are Using Drones to Help Women in the Best Way Possible

Advice We Need

The Department of Defense Wants to Use Science to Make Soldiers Literally Fearless

L~

How to Completely Supercharge Your iPhone for Under $15 and Discover What It's Capable Of

Here Are the 3 Huge Improvements to Instagram That Will Change Your Life
- - - 7

ney told us you're single in NY(Q

Ello's New Facebook Ads Are Creepy and Invasive — And That's Exactly the Point

Scientists Gauge How Fast Earth's Ecosystems Are Dying. and It's Not Looking Good for Us

r

More Students Are Going to Space School — And It May Be a Better Idea Than You Think

4 Things J.K. Rowling Revealed About the Harry Potter World This Week

http://mic.com/articles/121185/europe-using-drones-to-deliver-abortion-pills

3/11


http://mic.com/articles/121025/only-24-of-sub-saharan-africa-has-access-to-electricity-this-man-is-changing-that
http://mic.com/articles/121238/ello-facebook-ads
http://mic.com/articles/121091/chris-pratt-anna-faris-relationship-advice
http://mic.com/articles/121234/instagram-launches-trending-search-among-other-improvements
http://mic.com/articles/121233/more-students-are-going-to-space-school-and-it-may-be-a-better-idea-than-you-think
http://mic.com/articles/121287/the-department-of-defense-wants-to-use-science-to-make-soldiers-literally-fearless
http://mic.com/articles/121271/4-things-j-k-rowling-revealed-about-the-harry-potter-world-this-week
http://mic.com/articles/121183/what-your-favorite-harry-potter-house-says-about-you-according-to-science
http://mic.com/articles/121209/scientists-gauge-how-fast-earth-s-ecosystems-are-dying-and-it-s-not-looking-good-for-us
http://mic.com/articles/121206/6-ways-to-supercharge-your-iphone-for-just-15

6/24/2015 Activists in Europe Are Using Drones to Help Women in the Best Way Possible

You Can Now Watch Every Episode of 'Seinfeld' Online Right Now — Here's How

1

Queen Will Celebrate the Legacy of Their Greatest Song With A Dedicated Beer Brand
Policy Arts World Sports Music Identities News
Most Viewed Today in

‘; .
New Study Shows How Hard It Is to Get a Job. While Republicans Miss the Point Entirel
SUMMIT 201
CATALYZING ACTHO
HCLIMATEZO1

A

Obama Just Did Something About Climate Change That No President Before Him Has Done

In One Quote, Elizabeth Warren Perfectly Sums Up Why We Need More Women in Politics

http://mic.com/articles/121185/europe-using-drones-to-deliver-abortion-pills

4/11


http://mic.com/articles/121285/killer-mike-just-nailed-the-issue-with-the-confederate-flag
http://mic.com/policy
http://mic.com/articles/99580/in-one-quote-elizabeth-warren-perfectly-sums-up-why-we-need-more-women-in-politics
http://mic.com/world
http://mic.com/articles/121212/every-episode-of-seinfeld-available-on-hulu
http://mic.com/articles/99594/obama-just-announced-a-climate-change-initiative-that-no-president-has-ever-done
http://mic.com/news
http://mic.com/music
http://mic.com/sports
http://mic.com/articles/121255/queen-will-celebrate-the-legacy-of-their-greatest-song-with-a-dedicated-beer-brand
http://mic.com/articles/121260/silent-norma-from-orange-is-the-new-black-has-a-punk-rock-past
http://mic.com/identities
http://mic.com/articles/121276/spotify-just-picked-3-songs-to-win-the-title-song-of-the-summer-and-they-re-amazing
http://mic.com/articles/121227/12-mind-blowing-makeup-artists-whose-work-belongs-in-a-museum
http://mic.com/arts
http://mic.com/articles/121250/8-kick-ass-tweets-from-female-musicians-that-shut-down-sexism
http://mic.com/articles/99662/a-new-study-shows-how-hard-it-is-to-get-a-job-while-republicans-miss-the-point-entirely

6/24/2015 Activists in Europe Are Using Drones to Help Women in the Best Way Possible

Scott Brown Has a New Ad About the Islamic State, and It's Mind-Numbingly Idiotic

e

It's Official: Co

o~
Ll T < e B
The 20 Best 'Gilmore Girls' Episodes To Watch When They Arrive On Netflix

1 &

[0) le

India Just Went to Mars

http://mic.com/articles/121185/europe-using-drones-to-deliver-abortion-pills 5/11


http://mic.com/articles/99672/india-just-went-to-mars
http://mic.com/articles/99492/an-artist-combined-magazine-covers-with-classic-art-with-fantastic-results
http://mic.com/articles/86991/there-s-one-simple-thing-that-marie-claire-s-editor-in-chief-says-creates-success
http://mic.com/articles/99446/11-modern-movie-scenes-that-get-sex-awkwardly-right
http://mic.com/articles/99582/scott-brown-has-a-new-ad-about-the-islamic-state-and-it-s-mind-numbingly-idiotic
http://mic.com/articles/86931/9-innovative-ways-to-streamline-email-into-your-workday
http://mic.com/articles/86715/there-s-a-huge-shift-in-the-way-companies-need-to-think-about-accountability
http://mic.com/articles/86449/one-woman-s-mastectomy-becomes-her-inspiration-to-create-the-perfect-nipple
http://mic.com/articles/99602/it-s-official-colin-farrell-and-vince-vaughn-will-star-in-true-detective-season-2
http://mic.com/articles/99326/the-20-best-gilmore-girls-episodes-to-watch-when-they-arrive-on-netflix

6/24/2015 Activists in Europe Are Using Drones to Help Women in the Best Way Possible

The CDC's Latest Ebola Update Is Absolutely Terrifying

“E prr—— O e
Brogking: Huge 6xplosions shook the city in

what might be the beginning of US airstrikes
on ISI5 HOs in Ragga

wn n TASET4TEEN

This Syrian Man Is Livetweeting the U.S. Strikes Against the Islamic State

Keith Olbermann Goes Scorched Earth on Derek Jeter's Deification in Epic Rant

L5,

Metta World Peace Will Now Wear Actual Pandas on the Court

Elhs

B

aseball Player Wh_o Played Over 1.000 Games In the Minors Finally Gets First MLB Hit

- D
Kendrick Lamar Just Released His First Single in Two Years, and It's Incredible
S '5

¥

&

7 Times Miley Cyrus Actually Had a Really Good Point

http://mic.com/articles/121185/europe-using-drones-to-deliver-abortion-pills 6/11


http://mic.com/articles/99428/desean-jackson-s-return-to-philly-was-just-as-insane-as-you-d-expect
http://mic.com/articles/99664/keith-olbermann-goes-scorched-earth-on-derek-jeter-s-deification-in-epic-rant
http://mic.com/articles/99538/your-favorite-bands-best-performance-might-be-the-one-you-ve-never-seen-until-now
http://mic.com/articles/98946/7-times-miley-cyrus-actually-had-a-really-good-point
http://mic.com/articles/99628/baseball-player-who-played-over-1-000-games-in-the-minors-finally-gets-first-mlb-hit
http://mic.com/articles/99574/the-cdc-s-latest-ebola-update-is-absolutely-terrifying
http://mic.com/articles/99530/this-syrian-man-is-livetweeting-the-u-s-strikes-against-the-islamic-state
http://mic.com/articles/99572/metta-world-peace-will-now-wear-actual-pandas-on-the-court
http://mic.com/articles/99526/the-u-s-just-started-bombing-islamic-state-targets-in-syria
http://mic.com/articles/99556/kendrick-lamar-just-released-his-first-single-in-two-years-and-it-s-incredible

6/24/2015 Activists in Europe Are Using Drones to Help Women in the Best Way Possible

Apple Is Reportedly Shutting Down Beats Music After Buying It for $3 Billion
THE HYDE PARK LIST
S 17): Code Red
" 16): Code Orange
S—"16): Code Red
T '15): Code Orange
' 17): Code Red
mm—('12): Code Red

A

Hipster Pants Are Way Too Tight for the New iPhone

That 'Faux Fur' Kohl's Has Been Selling Comes From Real, Adorable Animals

bey

A Waitress Trolled Rush Limbaugh in the Most Brilliant Way Possible

http://mic.com/articles/121185/europe-using-drones-to-deliver-abortion-pills

University of Chicago Students Take Matters Into Their Own Hands With Online 'Rapist List'

7/11


http://mic.com/articles/99644/hipster-pants-are-way-too-tight-for-the-new-i-phone
http://mic.com/articles/99592/nbc-just-made-a-casting-choice-hollywood-must-pay-attention-to
http://mic.com/articles/99614/these-brilliant-teen-girls-just-helped-solve-world-hunger-at-a-science-fair
http://mic.com/articles/99636/that-faux-fur-kohl-s-has-been-selling-comes-from-real-adorable-animals
http://mic.com/articles/99584/10-empowering-bisexual-confessions-highlight-the-benefits-of-finally-coming-out
http://mic.com/articles/99622/rush-limbaugh-got-trolled-by-a-waitress-in-the-best-way-possible
http://mic.com/articles/99510/apple-is-reportedly-getting-rid-of-beats-music
http://mic.com/articles/99560/university-of-chicago-students-take-matters-into-their-own-hands-with-online-rapist-list
http://mic.com/articles/99586/an-11-year-old-ferguson-boy-s-remarks-just-left-politicians-everywhere-speechless

6/24/2015 Activists in Europe Are Using Drones to Help Women in the Best Way Possible

Image Credit: Getty Images

Activists in Europe Are Using Drones to Help Women in the Best Way Possible
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«=m By Jon Levine June 23,2015
Like Mic on Facebook:

Women's rights groups in the Netherlands, Germany and Poland are teaming up to provide abortion pills to women in Poland seeking the procedure. The groups are
hoping to defy and draw international attention to Poland's restrictive abortion laws, which prevent the procedure except in cases of rape, incest, if the mother's life is in
danger or if the fetus is severely deformed.

Far from covert transfers, the group plans to use a drone to fly the pills in plain sight across the border between Germany and Poland. If all goes according to plan, the
launch will take place at 11 a.m. on Saturday and transport the pills from Frankfurt, Germany, to the Polish town of Slubice. At Slubice, a number of women will meet the
drones to collect the packages at a prearranged drop-off point.

For now, the launch is a one-time event, but organizers hope, if it's successful, it could be a potential model for similar flights in the future.

The drones will be loaded with the World Health Organization-approved abortion pills mifepristone and misoprostol, both of which can be taken at home by women
without the assistance of a medical professional.

"The campaign is a way to mark the border in Europe in the reality of women's rights and women's access to safe abortion," Rebecca Gomperts, the director of Women on
Waves, told Mic from her organization's headquarters in Amsterdam. Women on Waves is one of the four groups behind the upcoming drone delivery.
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While Europe is often seen as among the more progressive places on Earth, a few nations (like Poland) notably buck the trend when it comes to women's right to choose.
In the deeply Roman Catholic country, tough regulations have resulted in turning the issue into one of class: Wealthy women can afford to have the procedure performed
elsewhere in Europe or are able to pay high fees for illegal abortions at home. "Poor women are suffering from these laws," Gomperts said.

While Gomperts admits the country is likely aware of the plan, Poland has so far taken no steps to prevent the hand-off. A European Union treaty known as the Schengen
Agreement, which removed border restrictions between many European nations, should allow the event to proceed smoothly. "We haven't had a reaction from them,"
Gomperts said of the Polish government.

The abortion pill, mifepristone
Source: Phil Walter/Getty Images

Globally, Poland is part of a much larger problem. According to the Guttmacher Institute, nearly half of the tens of millions of abortions performed worldwide are unsafe,
with the majority occurring in developing countries. In many of these places, strict anti-abortion laws have not served their purpose of ending the practice. In Africa,
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where the majority of unsafe abortions take place, the southern African sub-region (led by South Africa, where abortion is legal) had the lowest rates of all African
regions.

"Medical abortion is an essential medicine," Gomperts told Mic, adding that her organization was hoping her organization's efforts would not just help individual women
but go toward changing minds and laws where abortion is restricted. According to the WHO, every year 47.000 women die from unsafe illegal abortions.
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