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Police pull abortion pill robots from
Belfast streets
By REUTERS
PUBLISHED: 17:59, 31 May 2018 | UPDATED: 17:59, 31 May 2018

By Serena Chaudhry

LONDON, May 31 (Thomson Reuters Foundation) - Robots deployed on the streets of
Belfast to deliver abortion pills in an awareness-raising exercise were impounded by
police on Thursday, as pressure mounts for Northern Ireland's strict pregnancy
termination laws to be liberalised.

Rights groups Rosa and Women on Waves used two robots to deliver the pills to
women outside a court in the city, as they press their demands for reform after
neighbouring Ireland voted last week to liberalise its laws.

Women on Waves founder Rebecca Gomperts said police had removed the robots,
which were controlled from the Netherlands to show that the pills could be delivered
to women in Northern Ireland seeking abortion without breaking the law.

"The momentum is now there for Northern Ireland to make a change," Gomperts told
the Thomson Reuters Foundation.

"The fact that abortion is not allowed here in Northern Ireland is violating women's
rights."

Belfast police confirmed they had seized two small robots and were investigating the
incident to see if any offences had been committed.

Gomperts said three women had swallowed abortion pills but it was unclear if they
were pregnant.

Abortion is permitted in Northern Ireland only if a woman's life is at risk or there is a
risk to her mental or physical health that is long-term or permanent. It is not
permitted in cases of rape, incest or fatal foetal abnormality.

The penalty for undergoing or performing an unlawful abortion is life imprisonment.

Pressure to relax the law has intensified since voters in Ireland on Friday backed the
removal of a constitutional abortion ban by two-to-one.

Both Northern Ireland's mainly unionist Protestants and its mainly nationalist
Catholics tend to be more socially conservative than elsewhere in Ireland or Britain.

Portfolio Newsletter Guides
Savings rates Deals Calculators

All Articles Share prices

Search

QUICK WAYS TO SAVE MONEY

Credit cards Cheaper insurance

Savings accounts Best mortgages

Cut your energy bills Current accounts

Cheapest loans £12.50 share dealing

Friday, Jun 1st 2018 1AM 17°C 4AM 14°C 5-Day Forecast

FIND CHEAPEST GAS & ELECTRICITY

Let us help you find
the lowest rates this

winter for gas &
electricity

ENTER YOUR
POSTCODE

Got itSee our privacy settings and policy

By using the site you agree to our privacy settings

We'll give you the best experience

We'll show you relevant advertising

Police pull abortion pill robots from Belfast streets | This is Money http://www.thisismoney.co.uk/wires/reuters/article-5792137/Poli...

1 of 7 01/06/2018, 00:00



Share or comment on this article:

The elected assembly has the right to bring its abortion laws in line with the rest of
the United Kingdom, but voted against doing so in February 2016. The assembly has
not sat since the devolved government collapsed in January 2017.

(Reporting by Serena Chaudhry, Editing by Claire Cozens. Please credit Thomson
Reuters Foundation, the charitable arm of Thomson Reuters, that covers
humanitarian news, women's rights, trafficking, property rights, climate change and
resilience. Visit news.trust.org)

Sorry we are not currently accepting comments on this article.
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