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Guatemala threatens to block

abortions aboard ship

By ASSOCIATED PRESS

PUBLISHED: 21:53 GMT, 23 February 2017 | UPDATED: 22:49 GMT, 23 February 2017

GUATEMALA CITY (AP) - Guatemala's military said Thursday it will not allow a Dutch

nonprofit organization that performs free abortions aboard a ship in international

waters to pick up women in port for the procedure.

Abortion is illegal in Guatemala. In a statement, the military said it was under

instructions from President Jimmy Morales to not allow the activity.

The nonprofit, Women on Waves, travels the globe offering abortion services to

women in countries where the procedure is illegal. Spokeswoman Leticia Zenevich

said they selected Guatemala as the first country they visited in Latin America

because of the strength of its women's organizations.

The boat arrived in the Pacific port of Quetzal on Wednesday and planned to stay

five days, Zenevich said. She said o#icials from the prosecutor's o#ice for human

rights were inspecting the boat.

In a later statement Thursday, the group said they had all necessary permits to enter

Guatemala and the government had no legal grounds to block their work.
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