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Misoprostol is often sold under the name Cytotec
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Western pro­abortion groups promote illegal
abortion pill in rural Africa

NEW YORK, May 23, 2013 (C­FAM.org) ­ While debates over abortion laws and international norms
continue, a stealthy campaign is underway to gain universal acceptance for the tools and training to
do abortions, whether legal or not.

One recent example comes from the Kigoma Region of Tanzania. Pro­abortion feminists boast that
they have established a clinic dispensing the abortion­inducing drug misoprostol in this rural area,
despite what one anonymous staff member called “the restricting legal context.”

Inspiration for the clinic came from a seminar by the abortion group Women on Web.

The strategy to make misoprostol widely available in Tanzania is guided by abortion­promoting
groups in the United States, funded by Western donors, and publicly promoted by Tanzanian
organizations that provide the initiative with a local face and evade legal scrutiny by focusing on
misoprostol as a treatment for postpartum hemorrhage.

The Tanzanian clinic “is not a health organization—it focuses on advocacy and women’s rights,” said
Francine Coeytaux, a noted expert and advocate on medical abortifacients and director of the
Misoprostol Initiative of the Public Health Institute.

When it comes to misoprostol, advocacy informs health policy, not the other way around.

The World Health Organization (WHO) became the target of aggressive lobbying by abortion­
promoting groups seeking misoprostol’s addition to the Essential Medicines List. WHO ultimately
classified misoprostol as an essential medicine for postpartum hemorrhage, with the reservation that
“if it is available, oxytocin is recommended as it is more effective and cheaper.”

Advocates for misoprostol argue that despite its classification as an inferior treatment, it must still be
made available, particularly in the developing world, because it is more durable and does not require
refrigeration.

Undermining this argument is a recent article co­authored by Coeytaux noting the presence of “a
variety of misoprostol products on the market that do not meet international standards, are poorly
stored or have simply expired.”

Coeytaux conducted an exercise in 2011 seeking ways to promote the worldwide use of misoprostol
for postpartum hemorrhage. While admitting that the association with abortion generates
controversy, Coeytaux’s report recommended that rather than downplaying the connection, “this
indication should be presented as one of many ways misoprostol can potentially save women’s lives.”
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Postpartum hemorrhage provides an uncontroversial rationale for making misoprostol available, and
many groups promoting its distribution have received funding from the Gates Foundation, despite
Melinda Gates’ stated opposition to funding abortion.

But as Coeytaux points out, “the organizations most experienced in working with misoprostol are the
ones using it for abortion.” She then recommends that any consortium of groups working on
misoprostol for postpartum hemorrhage “should include organizations that are using [it] for abortion.”

Health care experts have expressed concern that the case for misoprostol consists of a flood of
advocacy and a trickle of research on behalf of what is, at best, a second­tier treatment for bleeding
after childbirth. In a presentation of the material in her report, Coeytaux provided the rationale more
explicitly: “Introducing misoprostol for [postpartum hemorrhage] opens the door to using it for
abortion, which will save women’s lives.”

While access may prove more important than legality to pro­abortion groups in countries with pro­life
laws, access does not guarantee use. One group promoting misoprostol in Tanzania found that
“despite some gains, misoprostol tablets are currently in short supply, suffer from low demand, and
are underutilized.”

This article originally appeared on the website of C­FAM.org and is reprinted with permission.
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Isabel Kilian — All the members of this
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birth rate
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bluesuede — Does this mean that when
left to their own devices, liberal/leftists
limit their own existence on mother …
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9 comments • 9 days ago

bluesuede — God spare us!

Illegal Immigrant raped preteen girl,
forced her to have an abortion
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Anne Goodwin — Maybe so, but what
about the baby's choice? I'd say the
unborn child is a "real" victim, too.

Leave a message...

BestBest CommunityCommunity   ShareShare

Reply

Charbel El-chaar •  5 days ago

We ask you many times to expose the abortion pills Cytotec promotes by the anti life
movement in the 3th world. 
Thank you Finally
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Reply

jeanne86 •  5 days ago

I am prolife. I know this medicine causes abortion by making your uterus contract very
fast and forcefully. I was given this one, after my waters broke during birth, and the
doctors wanted to speed up the delivery. I had all possible pain medication, despite
that the process was so painful I thought I am no more human. So not only is this
medication (used for ulcers legitimately), abortative but it is inhuman to the women
whom use it. Thats at least something the so called ''pro-choice- pro-woman'' people
should be worried about. Curiously they give no thought to the suffering of the women
either.
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Reply

bluesuede •  5 days ago

They like to call poor countries "developing countries" to push their beastly abortion
drugs. Abortion doesn't help to "develop" those poor countries, but impoverishes
them all the more.

Will there be staffed and ready, emergency medical care clinics everywhere, when after
they've given these pills out like candy, women start having complications?
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