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A guard faces members of Women on Waves, a Dutch non-pro]t that
provides abortion services beyond the territorial waters of countries
where abortion is illegal, in Puerto de San Jose, Guatemala February
23, 2017. REUTERS/Luis Echeverria REUTERS

PORT OF SAN JOSE, Guatemala (Reuters) - Guatemala's army
detained a boat carrying a supply of abortion pills on
Thursday and prevented it from picking up women seeking to
end their pregnancies, saying the move was prohibited by the
country's constitution.

The boat, operated by Dutch nonpro]t Women on Waves, was
in military custody with some of its seven crew members still
aboard, after landing at a private pier at the Port of San Jose,
75 miles (120 km) south of the capital, said Leticia Zenevich,
a spokeswoman for the group.

The organization provides free abortion services for women
pregnant up to 10 weeks, beyond the territorial waters of
countries where abortion is illegal.
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The abortion pill - also known as a medication abortion —
combines two medicines, mifepristone and misoprostol, to
end a pregnancy. It is more than 90 percent effective for
women up to 10 weeks pregnant.

In a statement, the Guatemalan army said that it would not
allow the nonpro]t to carry out its activities, in adherence "to
the Constitution regarding the preservation of human life and
the laws in effect in our country."

The trip was the ]rst made by the organization since
Morocco blocked a ship from entering one of its harbors in
2012, Zenevich said.

Marleny Arias, a 50-year-old Guatemalan, heckled the ship's
crew, yelling: "Why don't you go to the Netherlands to kill
children?"

Group organizers defended the legality of the ship's
operation, which picks up women on shore and brings them
to international waters where local laws do not apply.

On board, women are given an abortion pill and remain under
observation for a few hours before returning to land.

"Guatemala has been chosen because the laws are very
restrictive on the subject of abortion," said Quetzali Cerezo,
director of Women in Equity in Guatemala, which helps the
Dutch nonpro]t.

In Guatemala, where Catholic and Evangelical churches hold
powerful injuence, abortions are only permitted if a mother's
life is at risk.

According to the organization, which was founded in 1999,
some 65,000 illegal abortions are performed annually in the
Latin American country.
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(Reporting by So]a Menchu; Writing by Natalie Schachar;
Editing by Bill Rigby)

Copyright 2017 Thomson Reuters.

Recommended Articles

(//www.usnews.com/news/special-reports/the-worst-
presidents/slideshows/the-10-worst-presidents?int=news-
rec)

The
10
Worst
Presidents
(//www.usnews.com/news/special-
reports/the-
worst-
presidents/slideshows/the-
10-
worst-
presidents?
int=news-
rec)
Andrew
Soergel
(/topics/author/andrew-
soergel),
Jay
Tolson
(/topics/author/jay_tolson)
|
Dec.
31,
2014

Not
all
U.S.
presidents
are
missed

(//www.usnews.com/news/national-
news/articles/2017-
02-24/10-
things-you-
didnt-know-
about-
alexander-
acosta)

10 Things to
Know About
Alexander
Acosta
(//www.usnews.com/news/national-
news/articles/2017-
02-24/10-
things-you-
didnt-know-
about-
alexander-
acosta)

(//www.usnews.com/news/articles/2017-
02-
24/trump-
signals-
support-
for-border-
adjustment-
tax-plan-
pushed-by-
house-
republicans)

Trump
Signals
Support for
Border-
Adjustment
Tax
(//www.usnews.com/news/articles/2017-
02-24/trump-
signals-
support-for-
border-
adjustment-
tax-plan-
pushed-by-
house-
republicans)

Mexico Says
Does Not
Need U.S.
Aid Under
Review by
Trump

https://www.usnews.com/news/special-reports/the-worst-presidents/slideshows/the-10-worst-presidents?int=news-rec
https://www.usnews.com/news/special-reports/the-worst-presidents/slideshows/the-10-worst-presidents?int=news-rec
https://www.usnews.com/topics/author/andrew-soergel
https://www.usnews.com/topics/author/jay_tolson
https://www.usnews.com/news/national-news/articles/2017-02-24/10-things-you-didnt-know-about-alexander-acosta
https://www.usnews.com/news/national-news/articles/2017-02-24/10-things-you-didnt-know-about-alexander-acosta
https://www.usnews.com/news/articles/2017-02-24/trump-signals-support-for-border-adjustment-tax-plan-pushed-by-house-republicans
https://www.usnews.com/news/articles/2017-02-24/trump-signals-support-for-border-adjustment-tax-plan-pushed-by-house-republicans
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2017-02-24/mexico-says-does-not-need-us-aid-under-review-by-trump
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2017-02-24/mexico-says-does-not-need-us-aid-under-review-by-trump


24-02-17 17:38Guatemala Blocks Entry to Dutch Ship Providing Abortions | World News | US News

Pagina 5 van 30https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2017-02-23/guatemala-blocks-entry-to-dutch-ship-providing-abortions

once
they
leave
the
White
House.

(//www.usnews.com/cartoons/donald-trump-cartoons?
int=news-rec)

Editorial
Cartoons
on
Donald
Trump
(//www.usnews.com/cartoons/donald-
trump-
cartoons?
int=news-
rec)
June
14,
2012

(//www.usnews.com/photos/obama-behind-the-scenes?
int=news-rec)

Photos:
Obama
Behind
the
Scenes
(//www.usnews.com/photos/obama-
behind-
the-
scenes?
int=news-
rec)
Sept.
10,
2014

(//www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2017-
02-
24/mexico-
says-does-
not-need-
us-aid-
under-
review-by-
trump)

(//www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2017-
02-
24/mexico-
says-does-
not-need-us-
aid-under-
review-by-
trump)

(//www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2017-
02-
24/indonesian-
of]cials-to-
meet-
national-
held-over-
kim-jong-
nam-
murder)

Indonesian
Of]cials to
Meet
National
Held Over
Kim Jong
Nam Murder
(//www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2017-
02-
24/indonesian-
of]cials-to-
meet-
national-
held-over-
kim-jong-
nam-murder)

(//www.usnews.com/news/us/articles/2017-

Judge
Allows a
Second
Accuser to
Testify at
Cosby Sex
Assault Trial
(//www.usnews.com/news/us/articles/2017-
02-24/judge-
allows-a-

https://www.usnews.com/cartoons/donald-trump-cartoons?int=news-rec
https://www.usnews.com/cartoons/donald-trump-cartoons?int=news-rec
https://www.usnews.com/photos/obama-behind-the-scenes?int=news-rec
https://www.usnews.com/photos/obama-behind-the-scenes?int=news-rec
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2017-02-24/mexico-says-does-not-need-us-aid-under-review-by-trump
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2017-02-24/mexico-says-does-not-need-us-aid-under-review-by-trump
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2017-02-24/indonesian-officials-to-meet-national-held-over-kim-jong-nam-murder
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2017-02-24/indonesian-officials-to-meet-national-held-over-kim-jong-nam-murder
https://www.usnews.com/news/us/articles/2017-02-24/judge-allows-a-second-accuser-testify-at-cosby-sex-assault-trial
https://www.usnews.com/news/us/articles/2017-02-24/judge-allows-a-second-accuser-testify-at-cosby-sex-assault-trial


24-02-17 17:38Guatemala Blocks Entry to Dutch Ship Providing Abortions | World News | US News

Pagina 6 van 30https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2017-02-23/guatemala-blocks-entry-to-dutch-ship-providing-abortions

A
collection
of
moments
subtle
and
grand
of
the
44th
president
of
the
United
States.

10
Things
to
Know
About
Alexander
Acosta
(//www.usnews.com/news/national-
news/articles/2017-

02-
24/judge-
allows-a-
second-
accuser-
testify-at-
cosby-sex-
assault-
trial)

second-
accuser-
testify-at-
cosby-sex-
assault-trial)

https://www.usnews.com/news/national-news/articles/2017-02-24/10-things-you-didnt-know-about-alexander-acosta?int=news-rec
https://www.usnews.com/news/national-news/articles/2017-02-24/10-things-you-didnt-know-about-alexander-acosta?int=news-rec
https://www.usnews.com/news/us/articles/2017-02-24/judge-allows-a-second-accuser-testify-at-cosby-sex-assault-trial
https://www.usnews.com/news/us/articles/2017-02-24/judge-allows-a-second-accuser-testify-at-cosby-sex-assault-trial
https://track.adform.net/C/?bn=15962225;crtbwp=19ECB72C7BC91339;crtbdata=MLJLdSn2DueMl8b77G6hQNhrT3kyKkH6qUr9kTsgIR7FxkmK0-yOzUaODwRJp6qNo0kQXztOiR0OnhEYFhr1SuAX1MZ-t-47sSKMDEF9JL45AwsdFZIGAknPLTUifDbxikSyMY6XAlw28iCIF7Yns_eKQ4SreXgmTmi5NOKKwUIHmtwHx5fdU6MkPnv0el2pBajl-zpd-9kZvSgsY7m6bU6dxHnvD50A3AnOukg8rlt3qO7aiwSEzNRBycMy-m0g4yxDNwljx2CeggVj_5OkQ5lAUjMivdzHYtBPoAgXtSnBTQw_eYTXeLWlIcG5TvizYgUlCWWaWOBuY9jD7JubYpnhg9I329-UhL72qwrkFn9uKg_9q16bluRc22HhI5lTswyq-jmu4Ktk9JUJFwE_MQ2;adfibeg=0;cdata=5Z_so5uUPMZNkoim8y32Rk8SQFv-Ukul-_pT__aW3WHg3NFiR472213jhrRRfky5is8B5Cs_nZly72Wl8Spr8ZJUV3bLSRKsEofpTqb7ZOP4omPULhZ9ksvqe9DlEwCYWh-0-USJr1ferbpCOvoXVDCYSJbrvtAT6T4S6Y6b4oEG7lifSNczf4KZ5BpemNzRFZGemIoaCHjwi5PVnRZDS8kTmXD-12y6AMIgBddGVV01;;fc=1;CREFURL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.usnews.com%2fnews%2fworld%2farticles%2f2017-02-23%2fguatemala-blocks-entry-to-dutch-ship-providing-abortions
https://track.adform.net/C/?bn=15962225;crtbwp=19ECB72C7BC91339;crtbdata=MLJLdSn2DueMl8b77G6hQNhrT3kyKkH6qUr9kTsgIR7FxkmK0-yOzUaODwRJp6qNo0kQXztOiR0OnhEYFhr1SuAX1MZ-t-47sSKMDEF9JL45AwsdFZIGAknPLTUifDbxikSyMY6XAlw28iCIF7Yns_eKQ4SreXgmTmi5NOKKwUIHmtwHx5fdU6MkPnv0el2pBajl-zpd-9kZvSgsY7m6bU6dxHnvD50A3AnOukg8rlt3qO7aiwSEzNRBycMy-m0g4yxDNwljx2CeggVj_5OkQ5lAUjMivdzHYtBPoAgXtSnBTQw_eYTXeLWlIcG5TvizYgUlCWWaWOBuY9jD7JubYpnhg9I329-UhL72qwrkFn9uKg_9q16bluRc22HhI5lTswyq-jmu4Ktk9JUJFwE_MQ2;adfibeg=0;cdata=5Z_so5uUPMZNkoim8y32Rk8SQFv-Ukul-_pT__aW3WHg3NFiR472213jhrRRfky5is8B5Cs_nZly72Wl8Spr8ZJUV3bLSRKsEofpTqb7ZOP4omPULhZ9ksvqe9DlEwCYWh-0-USJr1ferbpCOvoXVDCYSJbrvtAT6T4S6Y6b4oEG7lifSNczf4KZ5BpemNzRFZGemIoaCHjwi5PVnRZDS8kTmXD-12y6AMIgBddGVV01;;CREFURL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.usnews.com%2fnews%2fworld%2farticles%2f2017-02-23%2fguatemala-blocks-entry-to-dutch-ship-providing-abortions
http://site.adform.com/privacy/adchoices/


24-02-17 17:38Guatemala Blocks Entry to Dutch Ship Providing Abortions | World News | US News

Pagina 7 van 30https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2017-02-23/guatemala-blocks-entry-to-dutch-ship-providing-abortions

(//www.usnews.com/news/national-news/articles/2017-
02-24/10-things-you-didnt-know-about-alexander-acosta?
int=news-rec)

02-
24/10-
things-
you-
didnt-
know-
about-
alexander-
acosta?
int=news-
rec)
Anzish
Mirza
(/topics/author/anzish-
mirza)
|
Feb.
24,
2017

If
con]rmed
as
Labor
secretary,
the
law
school
dean
will
be
the
]rst
Hispanic
member
of
President

https://www.usnews.com/news/national-news/articles/2017-02-24/10-things-you-didnt-know-about-alexander-acosta?int=news-rec
https://www.usnews.com/news/national-news/articles/2017-02-24/10-things-you-didnt-know-about-alexander-acosta?int=news-rec
https://www.usnews.com/topics/author/anzish-mirza


24-02-17 17:38Guatemala Blocks Entry to Dutch Ship Providing Abortions | World News | US News

Pagina 8 van 30https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2017-02-23/guatemala-blocks-entry-to-dutch-ship-providing-abortions

Donald
Trump's
Cabinet.

(//www.usnews.com/news/articles/2017-02-24/trump-
signals-support-for-border-adjustment-tax-plan-pushed-by-
house-republicans?int=news-rec)

Trump
Signals
Support
for
Border-
Adjustment
Tax
(//www.usnews.com/news/articles/2017-
02-
24/trump-
signals-
support-
for-
border-
adjustment-
tax-
plan-
pushed-
by-
house-
republicans?
int=news-
rec)
Andrew
Soergel
(/topics/author/andrew-
soergel)
|
Feb.
24,
2017

https://www.usnews.com/news/articles/2017-02-24/trump-signals-support-for-border-adjustment-tax-plan-pushed-by-house-republicans?int=news-rec
https://www.usnews.com/news/articles/2017-02-24/trump-signals-support-for-border-adjustment-tax-plan-pushed-by-house-republicans?int=news-rec
https://www.usnews.com/topics/author/andrew-soergel


24-02-17 17:38Guatemala Blocks Entry to Dutch Ship Providing Abortions | World News | US News

Pagina 9 van 30https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2017-02-23/guatemala-blocks-entry-to-dutch-ship-providing-abortions

In
a
Thursday
interview,
the
president
appeared
to
reverse
his
position
on
a
crucial
provision
of
House
Republicans'
tax
reform
plan.

(//www.usnews.com/news/politics/articles/2017-02-
24/trump-rails-against-fbi-being-totally-unable-to-stop-
leaks?int=news-rec)

Trump
Rails
Against
FBI
Being
‘Totally
Unable’
to
Stop
Leaks
(//www.usnews.com/news/politics/articles/2017-
02-
24/trump-
rails-
against-

https://www.usnews.com/news/politics/articles/2017-02-24/trump-rails-against-fbi-being-totally-unable-to-stop-leaks?int=news-rec
https://www.usnews.com/news/politics/articles/2017-02-24/trump-rails-against-fbi-being-totally-unable-to-stop-leaks?int=news-rec


24-02-17 17:38Guatemala Blocks Entry to Dutch Ship Providing Abortions | World News | US News

Pagina 10 van 30https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2017-02-23/guatemala-blocks-entry-to-dutch-ship-providing-abortions

fbi-
being-
totally-
unable-
to-
stop-
leaks?
int=news-
rec)
Gabrielle
Levy
(/topics/author/gabrielle-
levy)
|
Feb.
24,
2017

The
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report
that
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to
be
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president
came
from
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the
White
House,
not
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FBI.
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Despite
campaign
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facing
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president
could
easily
make
an
already
complicated
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even
worse.
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White
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to
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a
conservative
age.
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