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MAIDEN FLIGHT

The world’s first “abortion drone” will
deliver pills to Poland this weekend
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It's coming. (Women on Waves)
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Słubice, a town in western Poland, is only a few hundred meters
from neighboring Germany, with the River Oder flowing between
the two countries and a bridge connecting them.

But when it comes to abortion law, the places could hardly be
further apart. In Germany, abortion is legal and accessible. In
Poland, it’s against the law except in the most extreme cases: rape,
incest, when the life of woman is in danger or the fetus damaged.
Doctors can refuse to perform abortions even in such cases.

Enter the abortion drone. Four campaign groups are planning to fly
a small drone loaded with packages of medical abortion pills across
the river on Saturday June 27, where it will be received by local
campaigners.
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hello, africa .

Because the drone weighs less than 5 kg, is not being used for
commercial purposes, and will remain in sight of the person flying
it, it doesn’t contravene German or Polish law.

The drone will carry enough medication for two or three women.
But campaigners hope it will also deliver a message about
inequality. Women on Waves, one of the charities involved, has run
ships in which abortions are carried out offshore from countries
—including Poland—that make them unobtainable.

Poland’s restrictive abortion law sets it apart from the rest of
Europe, along with Ireland and Malta, which also criminalize the
practice. A recent Amnesty International report criticized Ireland
for breaching women’s human rights through its blanket ban,
which is even more restrictive than Poland’s law.

The drone delivery will also make very visible something that
happens anyway. Women in countries where abortion is illegal still
obtain them, either by traveling abroad, buying these same pills on
the internet, or seeking out “backstreet” practitioners.

Put simply, the laws don’t work to eliminate or even reduce
abortions. “Highly restrictive abortion laws are not associated with
lower abortion rates,” says the Guttmacher Institute, an NGO with
a remit to advance sexual and reproductive health and rights,
which also calculated that in 2008, 47,000 women died as a result of
unsafe abortions worldwide.
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Elon Musk is just getting started. (Reuters/Mario Anzuoni)
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Is the sky big enough for two multi-billion dollar satellite internet
projects? In the next two years, we’ll find out if entrepreneurs
driven by human betterment—one looking up at the heavens and
humanity’s future, the other looking down to the earth’s neediest—
can share a shot at creating the next big space product.

The two contenders, Greg Wyler’s OneWeb and Elon Musk’s
SpaceX, both say that within the next three years they will build,
launch and operate hundreds, if not thousands, of satellites flying
in a low orbit around the earth to provide broadband internet. It’s
an ambitious attempt to double the number of satellites orbiting
earth—and succeed at a business that tends to break companies.

 

“This is intended to
generate a significant
amount of revenue and
help fund a city on Mars.”

  ADVERTISEMENT

Industry insiders say this race has taken on the aspect of a feud: In
2014, Wyler and Musk discussed collaborating (paywall) on this
effort before a shake-up left them on opposite sides. Wyler’s new
company is funded by Musk’s rival in space, Virgin Galactic’s
Richard Branson, and Qualcomm, while Musk raised $1 billion from
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Google, which had previously considered working with Wyler on
satellite internet.

Wyler won’t comment on SpaceX, but he told Quartz that his “hat
is off to everyone in the communications industry working to bring
broadband around the world.” Elon Musk and SpaceX officials
declined to comment on the satellite project.

“Part of the issue is the original filings that Musk made were in late
June last year, when he was still in discussion with Wyler about
collaborating,” Tim Farrar, a satellite industry consultant who
worked on Teledesic, a failed 1990s satellite internet play, told
Quartz. “Wyler feels that Musk took his idea while they were still
discussing collaboration, went to make a major filing behind his
back, and stole his idea.”

The filing Farrar is discussing—with the International
Telecommunications Union, which regulates the global use of the
radio frequencies used by satellites—is part of the twist in this tale:
The rules governing how satellites talk to their customers on earth
may force the two companies to work together if they both raise
enough money to put their satellites aloft.

Wyler’s ace in the hole is that he filed first, in 2012 and 2013, for an
ITU license to transmit along a band of radio frequencies called the
Ku band, which are uniquely-suited to satellite transmissions
because they work best with the latest generation of satellite
antennae, replacing bulkier satellite dishes. Combined with
cheaper satellites flying closer to earth, engineers believe that it is
possible to solve the high-lag problem that plagues current
satellite internet.

Under the first-come, first-serve rules governing the ITU, if Wyler
can get his satellites up and operating on those frequencies by the
end 2019, he has the rights to use them, and there’s not much the
ITU can do to force him to cooperate with anyone else who wants
to operate on that frequency on a global level. That license, along
with his expertise, had first Google, then SpaceX and ultimately
Virgin Galactic, Qualcomm and Airbus ready to join Wyler’s
operation.



http://qz.com/426158/the-details-behind-spacexs-ambitious-satellite-internet-experiment/
http://spacenews.com/signs-of-satellite-internet-gold-rush/

