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Abortion pill orders increase in Zika-stricken Latin American countries
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The demand for abortion pills has increased in seven Latin American countries hardest hit by Zika virus, according to a new
study published Wednesday, June 22.

Researchers investigated whether the number of abortion pill orders in 19 Latin American countries is affected by the Zika
virus alert. They published their results in the New England Journal of Medicine.

(Reuters/Carlo Allegri)
A woman looks at a Center for Disease Control (CDC) health advisory sign about the dangers of the Zika virus as she lines up for a security screening at Miami
International Airport in Miami, Florida, U.S., May 23, 2016.

Looking at data from January 2010 to March 2016, researchers found out that there was a 36 to 108 percent increase of
abortion pill orders in several countries — particularly those where abortion is illegal, autochthonous Zika virus transmission
has been detected, and public advisories have been released to warn the public against the virus.

In Brazil, Venezuela and Ecuador, the figures almost doubled. In Colombia, Honduras, El Salvador and Costa Rica, the
demand for abortion pills increased from 36 to 76 percent.

The study used data from Women on Web, an online nonprofit organization that helps connect women with doctors and
suppliers of abortion meds in countries where abortion is restricted or illegal.
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"In Latin American countries that issued warnings to pregnant women about
complications associated with Zika virus infection, requests for abortion through
WoW increased significantly," the study authors wrote.

They added that their data could be underestimated because it does not include
women who opted to terminate their pregnancies through other means.

Gilda Sedgh, head of research at Guttmacher Institute and not involved in the
study, said the figures in the study could be "spurious" because the WoW website
only "accounts for a small share of all abortions in that part of the world," The New

York Times reported.

She added that the website may have gained more visibility online when the Zika virus alerts exploded in 2015. However, the
study could be "an early warning sign" for increased abortion demand because of Zika.

Zika virus is transmitted by the Aedes aegypti mosquito, the same vector that carries the dengue and chikungunya viruses. Its
symptoms are quite mild and mostly include fever, joint pain, rash and conjunctivitis, which can last for a few days.

However, it has been shown to cause microcephaly and other brain defects in babies born to mothers who were transmitted
with the virus while they were pregnant, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

The Pan American Health Organization issued a Zika virus alert in Brazil, where the first cases of Zika-linked microcephaly
were observed, in May 2015. In February, the World Health Organization announced that Zika virus disease is a Public Health
Emergency of International Concern.

There has been no local Zika virus transmission seen in the U.S., but the virus has been detected on persons who traveled to
Zika-stricken countries. Health authorities have cautioned pregnant women and women planning to get pregnant to avoid
going to such countries and take measures to prevent mosquito bites.
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Pope Francis: Church must say sorry to gay community
9 comments • a day ago•

0pus — For the Christian, the only "musts" are in the New
Testament. Sorry, Mr. Pope, but I see nothing in the New
Testament saying that we MUST apologize to people whose …

Muslim shopkeeper in Pakistan arrested for blasphemy
after selling shoes designed with 'Om' symbol
1 comment • 7 days ago•

Design Team — I never expected muslims doing this and
disrespecting other religions. I am extremely ashamed of being
muslim and a follower of islam. Today i can see how diminished …

Christian leaders respond to Brexit as Britain leaves the
European Union
1 comment • 3 days ago•

Mike17 — UK Christian leaders respond. Hmmmm. Well we have:
Bishop Robert Innes (Church of England) The Archbishop of
Canterbury (Church of England) The Archbishops of York …

Mother Teresa conspired to Christianize India and caused
separatist movements, says Indian MP
3 comments • 6 days ago•

BB — Why ? What is the basis of proselytization ? I don't go and
distribute pomphlets saying one must surrender to my choice of
prophet to save my soul. As said before, as an young boy they …
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4 Alarming human rights report should make UK rethink its relationship with China, group says
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Matthew McConaughey stars in new movie 'Free State of Jones' as a man of faith

Actor Matthew McConaughey played Newt Knight, a man of faith who inspired a revolution, on new film "Free State of Jones."

Immigration reform news 2016: Justice Department reviewing U.S. Supreme Court

immigration decision, says Lynch

The Obama administration is looking into whether it can challenge the Supreme Court's decision to block President Barack
Obama's plan to spare millions of illegal immigrants from deportation, U.S. Attorney General Loretta Lynch said Tuesday.

UK Christian leaders respond to Brexit as Britain votes to leave the European Union

Britain stunned the world last week after voting to leave the European Union in a referendum, and since then church leaders across the U.K.
have given varied responses to the so-called 'Brexit'.

Ken Ham: Christians who support evolution are following a 'religion of death'

Creationist Ken Ham condemned Christians who support the theory of evolution as following what he referred to as "religion of death."

Who is Boris Johnson? Leading Brexit campaigner favorite to be Britain's prime

minister

Boris Johnson, the poster boy of the Leave campaign is believed to be the next most likely resident of 10th Downing Street.
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Pope Francis: Church must say sorry to gay community, seek forgiveness for discriminating

The church should say sorry to the gay community and ask forgiveness from God for discriminating against homosexual persons, Pope Francis
said on Sunday, June 26.
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