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On Tuesday morning a drone carrying the abortion medications mifepristone and misoprostol landed (http://www.deathandtaxes-
mag.com/294418/drone-delivers-abortion-pills-northern-ireland/) at the picturesque Narrow Waters Castle in Northern Ireland.
There it was met by two women who, under the watchful eye of law enforcement, swallowed the pills in what one called “an act of
defiance (http://www.telegraph.co.uk/women/health/its-an-act-of-defiance-drone-delivers-abortion-pills-to-women-in/)” against
Northern Ireland’s anti-abortion laws.

Northern Ireland has some of the harshest reproductive health laws (http://www.telegraph.co.uk/women/life/abortion-law-mad-
ness-whats-really-going-on-northern-ireland/) in all of Europe. Women are allowed legal abortions only if they can prove their
lives are in danger, or their mental health is at risk. It’s a ban that’s near-absolute, barring abortion in cases of rape, or incest, or in
which an embryo is guaranteed to be stillborn.

Outside of these narrow parameters, women who have abortions in Northern Ireland risk serious jail time. As the Telegraph re-
ported, (http://www.telegraph.co.uk/women/health/its-an-act-of-defiance-drone-delivers-abortion-pills-to-women-in/) “The maxi-
mum penalty for the crime of administering a drug to induce miscarriage under the relevant law—the Offences Against The Per-
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son Act 1861—is life imprisonment.” But despite recent polls showing widespread support (https://www.amnesty.org.uk/press-re-
leases/northern-ireland-amnesty-urges-politicians-back-abortion-law-change) for an easing of the laws,
(https://www.amnesty.org.uk/press-releases/northern-ireland-amnesty-urges-politicians-back-abortion-law-change) politicians
in Northern Ireland voted this year to reaffirm (http://www.telegraph.co.uk/women/life/abortion-law-madness-whats-really-go-
ing-on-northern-ireland/) their draconian, restrictive rules. As a result, many women seeking to end pregnancies are forced to do
so in neighboring countries—an option not all women can afford.

The drone delivery was the work of a collection of pro-choice groups lead by Women on Waves (http://www.womenonwaves.org/),
a reproductive health organization responsible for a similar (http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-33299660) airdrop in Poland
last year.

Courtney Robinson, one of the women on hand for the Northern Ireland delivery, said in a statement (http://www.womenon-
waves.org/en/page/6311/abortion-pills-everywhere) posted by Women on Waves:

The right to safe abortion should be a private matter but by criminalizing it has instead become a political issue. I have the
human right to access and use these medicines.

In that same release, Rita Herold, of the reproductive rights organization Rosa (http://rosa.ie/), which also participated in the drop,
said:

Abortion is criminalised in both Northern Ireland and the Republic. We sent the pills across the border today as an act of
solidarity with women in NI who are currently facing prosecutions. This is outrageous. Today’s action is a clear message of
intent – North and South we will build an unstoppable movement of women and young people until women have the right
to control their own bodies.

According to Women on Waves, the drone launch was accompanied by a simultaneous delivery of pregnancy terminating medica-
tion by a radio controlled speedboat. Activists were also encouraged to attend a protest outside Belfast’s Court of Appeal that after-
noon.
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By Nidhi Prakash (http://fusion.net/author/nidhiprakash/)

Following the United Nations’ landmark decision (https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jun/09/ireland-abortion-laws-violat-
ed-human-rights-says-un) today in defense of women’s rights to abortion care, states pushing for severely restrictive abortion
laws are dangerously close to contravening international human rights standards.

The U.N.’s Human Rights Committee ruled in favor of an Irish woman, Amanda Mellett, who challenged her country’s abortion
laws after being forced to leave Ireland for an abortion when she found out that her fetus had fatal congenital defects, meaning it
would die in the womb or shortly after birth. The committee found in favor (http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexter-
nal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR/C/116/D/2324/2013&Lang=en)of Mellett’s argument that “Ireland’s abortion law subjected [her]
to cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment and encroached on her dignity and physical and mental integrity.”

When Mellett returned to Ireland from the U.K., only 12 hours after her abortion because she couldn’t afford to stay long enough to
fully recover, she was denied access to medical care and counseling. The U.N. committee wrote (http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_lay-
outs/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR/C/116/D/2324/2013&Lang=en) (http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_lay-
outs/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=CCPR/C/116/D/2324/2013&Lang=en)that she was forced to make a decision
“between continuing her non-viable pregnancy or travelling to another country while carrying a dying foetus, at personal expense
and separated from the support of her family, and to return while not fully recovered.”

Ireland has some of the most restrictive abortion laws in the world: the procedure is only allowed if a woman’s life is at risk. Irish
law does not allow for abortion in cases of rape, incest, or fetal abnormalities and even if, as in Mellett’s case, doctors say the fetus
will not survive.

“Many of the negative experiences she went through could have been avoided if (she) had not been prohibited from terminating
her pregnancy in the familiar environment of her own country and under the care of health professionals whom she knew and
trusted,” the committee wrote (http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?
NewsID=20077&LangID=E#sthash.3R7knAsC.dpuf).

The Irish government will be required to compensate Mellett for her costs and for damage to her mental and physical wellbeing.
And they’re obliged as a signatory of the International Bill of Human Rights to prevent this from happening to other women in Ire-
land. Meanwhile, the U.S. is also a signatory (http://www.cartercenter.org/news/documents/doc1369.html) to that bill of rights–but
the laws being proposed in some U.S. states are almost as extreme as those in Ireland. The Guttmacher Institute writes
(https://www.guttmacher.org/article/2016/04/trends-states-first-quarter-2016):
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Legislators in nine states have introduced measures to ban all or most abortions in the state, generally by either granting
legal personhood to a fetus at the moment of conception or prohibiting abortions at or after six weeks of pregnancy.

Across the country, 38% of women live in a county without an abortion clinic, the Los Angeles Times reports (http://www.latimes.-
com/nation/la-na-adv-abortion-traveler-20160530-snap-story.html), and there’s even less access in states like Missouri and Mis-
sissippi, where there is just one abortion clinic left. That means that like Amanda Mellett, many women are required to travel long
distances, sometimes across state lines, to have a safe abortion.

In Oklahoma, a measure that would have effectively criminalized abortions (http://fusion.net/story/295156/oklahoma-abortion-
bill/) by prosecuting almost any doctor for performing the procedure was narrowly avoided last month after the state’s legislature
passed the provision. The state’s governor, Mary Fallin, vetoed it. This week Fallin did sign another bill into law (http://kfor.-
com/2016/06/07/gov-fallin-signs-humanity-of-the-unborn-child-act-into-law/) that will require state agencies to develop educa-
tion materials (http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/cf_pdf/2015-16%20ENR/hB/HB2797%20ENR.PDF) “for the purpose of achieving an
abortion-free society.”

In the first few months of this year, 411 bills seeking to restrict abortion to various degrees were introduced in state legislatures
around the country. Of those, the Guttmacher Institute reports (https://www.guttmacher.org/article/2016/04/trends-states-first-
quarter-2016), 21 new anti-abortion laws have already been enacted.

Requirements like mandatory counseling (which women in 38 states are required to get) and waiting periods (which women in 28
states have to endure) (https://www.guttmacher.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/spibs/spib_MWPA.pdf)before women are allowed to go
through with having an abortion are already contrary to international healthcare best practices. The World Health Organization
has said that restrictive laws that enforce measures like these can put women’s health at risk. “Women, including adolescents,
with unwanted pregnancies often resort to unsafe abortion when they cannot access safe abortion,” the organization says in its
guidelines on abortion (http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs388/en/).

And while these restrictions affect all women, they take a disproportionate toll on low-income women (https://www.guttmach-
er.org/news-release/2016/abortion-patients-more-likely-be-poor-2014-2008) and women of color (http://www.theatlantic.-
com/health/archive/2014/09/abortions-racial-gap/380251/), who already face higher barriers to access healthcare. The United Na-
tions ruling sends a clear message to governments around the world that state legislators would do well to take notice of how tak-
ing away a woman’s ability to find safe, accessible heath care services is a violation of her human rights.
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