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Abortion pills could be flown into Northern
Ireland using a drone
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Abortion pill
Pro-choice campaigners are planning to fly abortion pills into Northern Ireland using a drone.

The unusual move, scheduled for next Tuesday, has been described as an act of solidarity between women on
both sides of the Irish border to highlight the strict laws on terminations that exist in both countries.

Rita Harrold from Rosa which is helping to co-ordinate the "abortion drone” said: "The action is an act of
solidarity from women in the south where abortion is criminalised and women in the north where abortion is
also criminalised and unfortunately there have recently been a number of prosecutions.

"We will be sending the drone over the border and bringing the pills into Northern Ireland to show women that
they are still available and they are still safe.”
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The flight will start at Omeath in Co Louth and land close to Narrow Water in Co Down.

A number of women, who are not pregnant, are expected to swallow the tablets - mifepristone and
misoprostol - which can be taken up to nine weeks into a pregnancy and have been approved for use by the

World Health Organisation since 2005.

"Obviously there have been prosecutions and the threat looms large but the women who will be taking the
pills won't be pregnant at the time," she added.

"This is an act of protest against the Eighth Amendment in the south and the lack of abortion rights in the
north.”

833 Northern Ireland women travelled to Britain for abortion in 2015, Department of Health report
reveals

A number of pro-choice groups, Alliance For Choice; Rosa; Labour Alternative and Women On Waves which
staged a similar flight from Germany into Poland, have collaborated on the issue.

The groups say legislation permits the drone to fly abortion pills lawfully from jurisdiction to the other.

They said in a statement: "The ‘abortion drone’ will mark the different reality for Irish women to access safe
abortion services compared to women in other European countries where abortion is legal.”

The maximum penalty for the crime of administering a drug to induce miscarriage under the relevant law in
Northern Ireland, namely the Offences Against The Person Act 1861, is life imprisonment.

In the Irish Republic, the offence of procuring an abortion carries a potential 14-year jail term.

Pro-life campaigners have vowed to do all in their power to stop the drone.

Bernadette Smyth from the Belfast-based group Precious Life said: "I am currently seeking legal advice and
may very well be in contact with the Police Service of Northern Ireland to ensure that these pills will be

confiscated and to ensure that they are not used to destroy the lives of unborn children.

"These people are hell-bent on destroying lives but we will be doing everything in our power, legally, to
protect lives."”

Pro-choice campaigners also plan to take their protest to the gates of Belfast High Court where an appeal
against a ruling which found Northern Ireland's abortion laws breached human rights legislation, is to be heard
on Tuesday.
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By Michael McHugh The transport system bringing fans to the stadium for Northern Ireland's game could be
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Home
News
Northern Ireland
UK
Republic of Ireland
World
Health
Politics
Sunday Life
EU Poll
Panama Papers
Euro 2016
Fixtures
Tables
Sport
Football
Euro 2016
Live Scores
Tables
Fixtures and Results
Premier League
Local Football
Scottish

http:/ /www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/abortion-pills-could-be-flown-into-northern-ireland-using-a-drone-34805324.html Page 5 of 8


http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/mammy-advises-ireland-fan-to-water-down-his-antics-in-bordeaux-34805359.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/euro2016/northern-ireland-fans-urged-to-plan-their-journey-to-stadium-34805301.html
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/uk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/republic-of-ireland/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/world-news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/health/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/politics/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sunday-life/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/eu-referendum/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/panama-papers/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/euro2016/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/euro2016/fixtures/?sdfsdfll&pstr=comp_fixtures&lang=&coid=-30
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/euro2016/fixtures/?sdfsdfll&pstr=cup&lang=&coid=-30
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/euro2016/
http://football-tables-statistics.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/?Lang=0&CTID=11&CPID=4&type=R&pStr=Comp_Fixture
http://football-tables-statistics.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/?pStr=Comp_Table&Cust=6621&Lang=0&ctid=11
http://football-tables-statistics.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/?Lang=0&CPID=4&CTID=11&TEID=0&pStr=Comp_Fixture
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/premier-league/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/northern-ireland/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/scottish/

Abortion pills could be flown into Northern Ireland using a drone - BelfastTelegraph.co.uk 15/06/16 21:03

International
FA and League Cups
The Park - Grassroots Football
Gran Fondo
Rugby
Ulster Rugby
Guinness PRO12
Six Nations
European Champions Cup
Schools Cup
GAA
Antrim
Armagh
Cavan
Derry
Donegal
Down
Fermanagh
Monaghan
Tyrone
Golf
Motorcycling
Motor Sport
Other Sports
Belfast Giants
Boxing
Tennis
Cricket
Cycling
Horse Racing
Hockey
Columnists
Biting Back
Paul Lindsay
Declan Bogue
Steven Beacom
Billy on the box
Scott Young
Running
Front Row
Business
Business News
Property Awards
Appointments
Commercial Property
Money
Help & Advice
Opinion
Viewpoint
John Simpson
The Big Interview

http:/ /www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/abortion-pills-could-be-flown-into-northern-ireland-using-a-drone-34805324.html Page 6 of 8


http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/international/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/fa-league-cups/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/football/northern-ireland/the-park/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/cycling/gran-fondo/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/rugby/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/rugby/ulster-rugby/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/rugby/guinness-pro12/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/rugby/six-nations/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/rugby/european-champions-cup/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/rugby/schools-cup/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/gaa/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/gaa/antrim/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/gaa/armagh/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/gaa/cavan/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/gaa/derry/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/gaa/Donegal/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/gaa/down/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/gaa/fermanagh/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/gaa/monaghan/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/gaa/tyrone/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/golf/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/motorcycling/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/motor-sport/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/othersports/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/ice-hockey/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/boxing/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/tennis/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/cricket/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/cycling/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/racing/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/hockey/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/columnists/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/columnists/biting-back/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/columnists/paul-lindsay/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/columnists/declan-bogue/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/columnists/steven-beacom/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/columnists/billy-on-the-box/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/columnists/scott-young/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/running/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/service/sponsored-articles/front-row/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/property-awards/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/appointments/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/commercial-property/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/money/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/help-advice/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/opinion/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/opinion/viewpoint/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/opinion/john-simpson/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/big-interview/

Abortion pills could be flown into Northern Ireland using a drone - BelfastTelegraph.co.uk

Economy Watch
Company Profiles
Working Lunch
Business Awards

Entertainment

Life

News

Film and TV
Music and Gigs
Theatre and Arts
Belfast Festival

Fashion & beauty

Motoring

House and Home
Property Awards

Food & Drink
Recipes
Restaurant Reviews

Features

Woman

Travel

Books

Horoscopes

Running

Women Awards

Opinion

Letters
News Analysis
Editor's Viewpoint
Columnists
Fionola Meredith
Eamonn McCann
Gail Walker
Lindy McDowell
Readers Editor
Robert Fisk
Jane Graham
Alf McCreary
Frances A Burscough
Ruth Dudley Edwards
Johnny Andrews
Bill White
Will Chambré
Noel McAdam

Archive

http:/ /www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/abortion-pills-could-be-flown-into-northern-ireland-using-a-drone-34805324.html

People

Events

Places

Titanic

Belfast 400
Ulster Covenant

15/06/16 21:03

Page 7 of 8


http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/economy-watch/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/company-profiles/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/working-lunch/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/news/business-awards/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/news/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/film-tv/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/music/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/theatre-arts/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/belfast-festival/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/life/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/life/fashion-beauty/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/life/motoring/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/life/house-home/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/business/property-awards/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/life/food-drink/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/life/recipes/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/life/restaurant-reviews/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/life/features/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/woman/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/life/travel/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/life/books/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/entertainment/horoscopes/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/sport/running/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/woman/woman-of-the-year/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/letters/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/news-analysis/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/editors-viewpoint/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/columnists/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/columnists/fionola-meredith/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/columnists/eamonn-mccann/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/columnists/gail-walker/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/columnists/lindy-mcdowell/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/columnists/readers-editor/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/columnists/robert-fisk/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/columnists/jane-graham/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/columnists/alf-mccreary/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/columnists/frances-burscough/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/columnists/ruth-dudley-edwards/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/columnists/johnny-andrews/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/columnists/bill-white/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/columnists/will-chambre/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/opinion/columnists/noel-mcadam/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/archive/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/archive/people/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/archive/events/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/archive/places/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/archive/titanic/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/archive/belfast-400/
http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/archive/ulster-covenant/

Abortion pills could be flown into Northern Ireland using a drone - BelfastTelegraph.co.uk 15/06/16 21:03

Sign In

Search ‘ Go

http:/ /www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/abortion-pills-could-be-flown-into-northern-ireland-using-a-drone-34805324.html Page 8 of 8


http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/abortion-pills-could-be-flown-into-northern-ireland-using-a-drone-34805324.html

