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It's either a godsend or a 'boat of death': Dutch abortion
ship docks in Guatemala

Amanda Erickson Show comments
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Washington: Early Wednesday morning, a ship pulled into port in
Quetzal, Guatemala. Depending on whom you ask, it's either a
godsend or a "boat of death".

The vessel, run by the non-profit Women on Waves, travels the world D O At
offering free abortion services in places where the procedure is ::"a‘;";';:‘:;
banned. The group brings women up to 10 weeks pregnant out to marathon

international waters, then provides them an abortion pill and a
couple of hours of medical attention. (They also once sent abortion
pills to Poland by drone.)

MOST POPULAR

1 Byron Bay woman Sara Connor 'lost
all hope' of seeing children grow up

' 2 Seeking to destroy Obamacare, Donald
Trump admits healthcare is 'so
complicated'

3 Malaysia to charge two suspects with
murder of Kim Jong-nam

4 Thai palace removes 'extremely evil'
official

5 Donald Trump on a slippery slope over
Russiagate cover-up

The abortion ship in San Jose, Guatemala, last week.

The activists say their behaviour was perfectly legal, and that they
have the permits to prove it.

"We respect religious beliefs but this [abortion] is a fundamental

http://www.smh.com.au/world/its-either-a-godsend-or-a-boat-of-death-dutch-abortion-ship-docks-in-guatemala-20170224-gul4kf.html Pagina 1 van 6


http://www.smh.com.au/world
http://www.smh.com.au/
https://subscribers.smh.com.au/subscribe-all/?iid=houseinv:nnn-16omntA0384-acq-HL-30092016-smh.com-nnn-SUB-nnn-SMH-nnn&campaign_code=smh.com&promote_channel=SMH_A_HI_HL_SUB
https://smh.myfairfax.com.au/members/session/new?channel_key=IBo9F-cAdoz4ZjfJEwC0eA&callback_uri=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.smh.com.au&single_use_token=true
http://www.smh.com.au/nsw
http://www.smh.com.au/sport
http://www.smh.com.au/business
http://www.smh.com.au/world
http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics
http://www.smh.com.au/comment
http://www.domain.com.au/
http://www.smh.com.au/entertainment
http://www.smh.com.au/lifestyle
http://www.traveller.com.au/
http://www.drive.com.au/
http://www.smh.com.au/technology
http://www.smh.com.au/
http://sin1-ib.adnxs.com/click?ngyOklfnSD-eDI6SV-dIPwAAAOCjcPU_ngyOklfnSD-eDI6SV-dIP4bA1kuYLdM5AAAAAAAAAACcj7VYAAAAAC1xmQDpBwAA6QcAAAIAAADMwb0DBosRAAAAAABVU0QAQVVEANgCWgCUNwAAAAABAQQCAQAAALAAWiJ6FgAAAAA./cnd=%21tgkMygj1zsUHEMyD9x0YhpZGIAQoipyk4ggxAAAAAAAAAAA./bn=75391/referrer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.smh.com.au%2Fworld%2Fits-either-a-godsend-or-a-boat-of-death-dutch-abortion-ship-docks-in-guatemala-20170224-gul4kf.html/clickenc=http%3A%2F%2Fultimate-league.smh.com.au
http://www.smh.com.au/world/its-either-a-godsend-or-a-boat-of-death-dutch-abortion-ship-docks-in-guatemala-20170224-gul4kf.html#comments
mailto:?subject=It%27s%20either%20a%20godsend%20or%20a%20boat%20of%20death%3A%20Dutch%20abortion%20docks%20in%20Guatemala&body=I%20would%20like%20to%20share%20something%20with%20you%0A%0Dhttp%3A%2F%2Fwww.smh.com.au%2Fworld%2Fits-either-a-godsend-or-a-boat-of-death-dutch-abortion-ship-docks-in-guatemala-20170224-gul4kf.html
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.smh.com.au%2Fworld%2Fits-either-a-godsend-or-a-boat-of-death-dutch-abortion-ship-docks-in-guatemala-20170224-gul4kf.html&title=It%27s+either+a+godsend+or+a+boat+of+death%3A+Dutch+abortion+docks+in+Guatemala
https://twitter.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.smh.com.au%2Fworld%2Fits-either-a-godsend-or-a-boat-of-death-dutch-abortion-ship-docks-in-guatemala-20170224-gul4kf.html&text=It%27s+either+a+godsend+or+a+boat+of+death%3A+Dutch+abortion+docks+in+Guatemala&via=smh
http://sin1-ib.adnxs.com/click?ngyOklfnSD-eDI6SV-dIPwAAAOCjcPU_ngyOklfnSD-eDI6SV-dIP3kjohDEmM5xAAAAAAAAAACcj7VYAAAAAC1xmQDpBwAA6QcAAAIAAAAlmb4DBosRAAAAAABVU0QAQVVEACwB-gCUNwAAAAABAQQCAQAAALAAMCGjzwAAAAA./cnd=%21eQmcwgjQqsYHEKWy-h0YhpZGIAQoipyk4ggxAAAAAAAAAAA./bn=75391/referrer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.smh.com.au%2Fworld%2Fits-either-a-godsend-or-a-boat-of-death-dutch-abortion-ship-docks-in-guatemala-20170224-gul4kf.html/clickenc=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.runningfestival.com.au
http://www.smh.com.au/world/byron-bay-woman-sara-connor-lost-all-hope-of-seeing-children-grow-up-20170228-gunil3.html
http://www.smh.com.au/world/seeking-to-destroy-obamacare-donald-trump-admits-healthcare-is-so-complicated-20170227-gumro0.html
http://www.smh.com.au/world/kim-jongnam-murder-malaysia-to-charge-two-suspects-over-death-20170228-gunkip.html
http://www.smh.com.au/world/thai-palace-removes-extremely-evil-official-police-general-jumpol-manmai-20170228-guna5p.html
http://www.smh.com.au/world/donald-trump-on-a-slippery-slope-over-russiagate-coverup-20170225-gulfuk.html
http://www.smh.com.au/
http://www.smh.com.au/world
javascript:;
http://www.smh.com.au/action/printArticle?id=1018832991
https://smh.myfairfax.com.au/members/members/signup?channel_key=Dks89-tJMqw6zsOGPU5c5Q&callback_uri=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.smh.com.au&single_use_token=true

It's either a godsend or a 'boat of death: Dutch abortion ship docks in Guatemala 28-02-17 15:57

rignt 1n a democracy,” spokeswoman Leticla Zevich told La Hora.
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Detained: the ship's crew in Puerto San Jose, Guatemala.

The boat was in military custody on Friday with some of its seven
crew members still aboard, after landing at a private pier at the Port
of San Jose, 120 km south of the capital, Zenevich said.

The last time it took to the sea, in 2012, the group was barred from
entering a Moroccan port.
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But in Guatemala, a Catholic country where abortion is banned except
to save a mother's life, the outcry was ferocious, and swift. On the
orders of the President, Jimmy Morales, the country's army detained
the ship. They also kept women from boarding. The army said it was
defending "human life and the laws of our country".

"It's a sin. Why don't you go to Holland and kill children over there?
Go to Holland. Why come to Guatemala? We are already cursed
enough in Guatemala, we don't need more," anti-abortion activist
Marleni Arias told reporters.
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bl i
Dr Rebecca Gomperts, right, director of Women on Waves, was denied entry at the pierin

Guatemala.

In a study from 2006, the Guttmacher Institute found that 65,000
illegal abortions were performed in Guatemala every year.

"Our problem is the same as it is anywhere where abortion is illegal:
women seek help from people who don't have the skills or training to
perform abortions," Carlos Vasquez, a Guatemalan gynecologist, told

The Guardian. "It's incredibly dangerous."

A Dutch ship leased by Women on Waves, leaves for Dublin, Ireland, in 2001, carrying a shipping container
outfitted with medical facilities to perform abortions.

The question of abortion access, though, is just a small part of a larger
fight about women's health. The country has some of the youngest
mothers in the world (5100 girls under 15 became pregnant in 2015),
and one of the highest maternal birthrates. As The Guardian explains,
"cultural practices, endemic violence and the hold of the Catholic
church over decisions on reproductive health make girls in Guatemala
easy prey for abuse and vulnerable to early pregnancy."

One woman, Lillian, had been raped continuously by her mother's
uncle. She got pregnant at 11, immediately after her first period.

N

http://www.smh.com.au/world/its-either-a-godsend-or-a-boat-of-death-dutch-abortion-ship-docks-in-guatemala-20170224-gul4kf.html Pagina 3 van 6



It's either a godsend or a 'boat of death: Dutch abortion ship docks in Guatemala 28-02-17 15:57

An earlier version of the abortion ship in international waters off Poland in a scene from the TV
documentary 'The Cutting Edge".

"T'was afraid to tell my family, I believed that what had happened was
my fault," she told the paper. She didn't see a doctor until she was six
months pregnant.

The country has taken some steps to protect its girls. In 2009, it
passed a law defining all sex with a girl under 14 as rape. Starting in
2012, every hospital and maternity ward must report any birth by a
female under 15.

But these measures aren't nearly enough to address the epidemic of
sexual violence and lack of health education. Two women are killed
due to sexual violence there every day, according to the United
Nations.

Nearly 25 per cent of all births in Guatemala are among teenage
mothers; 90 per cent of pregnancies among Guatemalan girls under
14 involved relatives. Nearly a third involved rape by a father.

And there is little sexual education, because the powerful Catholic
Church is fiercely opposed. One teenager, Heidi, who lives with her
parents and 11 siblings in a ramshackle house in Jalapa, said: "I was
hanging out on the street when I bumped into this guy. He told me, 'l
want to be your boyfriend'. I said 'yes', and then I became pregnant.
That's all I know."
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