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Voices

At the age of 71, I handed myself in to
police for helping women in the UK to
get an abortion
There is a civic duty to obey a just law, but there is a moral duty to disobey an unjust law
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Derry is a city full of kindnesses. It is a city blessed with a culture
of women helping women. But in 1966 there was an oppressive
silence throughout the whole of Northern Ireland. The catalyst?
Abortion.

A group of forward-thinking and courageous women set up
Alliance for Choice in Derry to promote reform, discussion of
abortion and changes to abortion law; their work continues today.

In 1967, the UK Abortion Act was introduced – but not in
Northern Ireland. In Northern Ireland it rescued only those
women who could afford travel to Britain for a legal abortion. 

In the 1970s, I was working for Belfast Welfare Department as a
social worker. The only abortions poorer people with crisis
pregnancies could afford then were on the backstreets and they
were very dangerous. Better-off women could afford to travel and
pay for access to legal abortion in Britain.

That remains the case in 2016, when travel,
abortion and accommodation costs to facilitate
a termination total up to £2,000. In short, poor
women who want a choice don’t have one.

That is why the introduction of the nine-week
abortion pills on the internet, made available
five years ago, was so significant. It made
abortion during the first nine weeks of
pregnancy affordable for poorer women in
Northern Ireland for the first time – £60, or
free. 

Women on Web is run legally as a charity in Holland offering GP
consultation, pills and post-procedure counselling, if necessary.
But late last year, a young woman who had procured the nine-week
abortion pills was pulled before Belfast Court, tried and handed a
one year suspended sentence, for accessing these pills.

Protesters on the ‘Annual March for Choice’ in Dublin, Ireland in 2014 ( Rex )
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Pregnant woman accuses anti-abortion protesters

This came as a complete shock. People were angry, frightened and
distressed. That arrest and conviction has since been followed up
by charges against a mother who procured the pills for her teenage
daughter. 

People in Northern Ireland are outraged that women coping as
best they can with a pregnancy which already presents a crisis for
them are then being dragged before our courts. They are being
threatened with life imprisonment under our archaic 1861
Offences against the Person Act.

The outrage is legitimate as only poorer women are the true
victims. Women who can access the considerable amount of
money needed to travel to Britain for a legal abortion will not be
touched by this regressive legislative precedent.

You need only fear jail if you are women who chooses to access
affordable abortion pills, Mifepristone and Misoprostol, online –
the very same pills recommended by the World Health
Organisation. We have one law for the rich and another for the
poor.

So, along with two other Derry
women, at the age of 71, I
decided enough was enough: I
handed myself in to police for
being involved in the
procuring of abortion pills for
women who cannot afford to
travel and are too terrified to
have them delivered to their
home address, as a protest
against the law.

We are three of many. There

  by Taboola 

MOST POPULAR

SPONSORED FEATURES

The woman jailed for 40 years
for suffering a miscarriage

EU hits back at Donald
Trump with billions in
tariffs on US products

False posts suggesting
XXXTentacion is alive
spread across internet

XXXTentacion spoke of his
'tragic death' in video
before being killed

'Description of suspects
revealed' after
XXXTentacion killed by
gunmen
Couple blocked from UK
as their home is
transformed into cannabis
farm

Promoted Links 

Expert Market

Seniorenvoordeelpas

DailyHolics

Abbey Wealth

Nieuw slim alarmsysteem grote
uitkomst voor huiseigenaren

Vijftigplussers Kopen Massaal De
Seniorenvoordeelpas

20 Historische foto's waar je
sprakeloos van wordt

Intending to Retire Abroad? How
Pension Reform Affects You

Celebrate a year of affordable, fast
fashion

Cristiano Ronaldo speaks for first time
after stunning hat-trick

READ MORE

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/el-salvador-where-women-are-jailed-for-40-years-for-the-crime-of-having-a-miscarriage-a7053501.html
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=eslmedia-theindependent&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-k:Right%20Rail%20Thumbnails:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=eslmedia-theindependent&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-k:Right%20Rail%20Thumbnails:
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C-PpZNXwrW-GOIJX73gOQ_4roAe3kraJS3-zc1q0Hv-EeEAEgq8ubIWCRhJOF_BegAe6R080DyAED4AIAqAMByAMIqgSsAk_QBg0nhYm_xq0DSNDeyCtgcW1BU6Z4gf-LtjYECdsDDKTgHwBYkKfMJ_NbZ84En3gCn_OTfIOOrHuVxpxyVgLOwQT54UBvJkL4s-RCCsJw1BSTIsLZyNUEFWJ5pux-Klt_fWUitGR5mn2J1JZBspqr2E0fgzfxaKqGPWKxv-XohBvysUoHIAfiP2cR72mVpBgAXiFdIZpLjoBySbV_MIBcFnKD6vdsLD3c5eGUg0V6ygQz65Mscu4NwOYQSipIcXmjUdspcJ3fpnMgponFXjCeYZTksU6hAkImQXD02cJaTq4Ec7-w6A7vAIY3a35xIhmhgV6KIuJe01p6ahHnDSkqM8Wj7dY-PQUk3uURcNIF1ENlpB04KFr_pJ8q090-Na7oL8Qk-ZCL8yUcUuAEAaAGA4AH3_rpe6gHjs4bqAeNzRuoB9XJG6gH2csbqAfPzBuoB6a-G6gHmM4bqAeaBtgHAdIICQiC4cBwEAEYAbEJagt-PwOnPqqACgPYEwI&num=1&cid=CAAScORoswKPJLWwfdvhxBETbIiDkO3GVoT2DxU0xd12ZcNQ1xWhc0p4Du_JWwxfboTLUEZM619AHyoyC-0HKAxiTNMMNpmp2YcygTU-xFJRz7KSJL5RE1Y9Pz5UBCtD5EJ9vZTmLfCRULuiuHQatJJL8lM&sig=AOD64_0yj7oyJZiBr_QcwO4bCkRaEaVsng&client=ca-pub-3477346062204992&adurl=https://nl.shein.com/NL-Dress-20180423-A-D7-vc-66821.html%3Furl_from%3Dnladgg01xxn_Dress-20180423_AD7_20180617-I-300*250&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=2
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=-fdaDM_Xv66TEjU3clzL6NU-31Ixn0k1KVL62QDvLbdVsrWxblF7Gq-mncwiabxqOibL6PCQr3R0zUNkk5XufzO8vTHqX7us9e_Zs4FCQKg_vQRaQgILz-oSbOOb7tZhu9T1kdtS0r0W8BAAlqy7GVAomxPiVbrIfvz--aOFV-siva9k3ob2622cCQ1i3IVMC-ulFH7tNku-JBNVr9xOtz9zP19lpjV8p_sYtEJ07FNuV1Y2sDzxsdobA,5-yV7_6xWzVSrZjGk1_IoA&source=display&cbt=apMidPQrjYgI3-zc1q0HEMa4_qwFGKjriHwiDG5sLnNoZWluLmNvbTIICAUTGNOmBRRCF2NhLXB1Yi0zNDc3MzQ2MDYyMjA0OTkySAZYA3AB&cv=https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/conversion/%3Fai%3DC-PpZNXwrW-GOIJX73gOQ_4roAe3kraJS3-zc1q0Hv-EeEAEgq8ubIWCRhJOF_BegAe6R080DyAED4AIAqAMByAMIqgSsAk_QBg0nhYm_xq0DSNDeyCtgcW1BU6Z4gf-LtjYECdsDDKTgHwBYkKfMJ_NbZ84En3gCn_OTfIOOrHuVxpxyVgLOwQT54UBvJkL4s-RCCsJw1BSTIsLZyNUEFWJ5pux-Klt_fWUitGR5mn2J1JZBspqr2E0fgzfxaKqGPWKxv-XohBvysUoHIAfiP2cR72mVpBgAXiFdIZpLjoBySbV_MIBcFnKD6vdsLD3c5eGUg0V6ygQz65Mscu4NwOYQSipIcXmjUdspcJ3fpnMgponFXjCeYZTksU6hAkImQXD02cJaTq4Ec7-w6A7vAIY3a35xIhmhgV6KIuJe01p6ahHnDSkqM8Wj7dY-PQUk3uURcNIF1ENlpB04KFr_pJ8q090-Na7oL8Qk-ZCL8yUcUuAEAaAGA4AH3_rpe6gHjs4bqAeNzRuoB9XJG6gH2csbqAfPzBuoB6a-G6gHmM4bqAeaBtgHAdIICQiC4cBwEAEYAbEJagt-PwOnPqqACgPYEwI%26sigh%3D4F_NHKZyAZo
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=-fdaDM_Xv66TEjU3clzL6NU-31Ixn0k1KVL62QDvLbdVsrWxblF7Gq-mncwiabxqOibL6PCQr3R0zUNkk5XufzO8vTHqX7us9e_Zs4FCQKg_vQRaQgILz-oSbOOb7tZhu9T1kdtS0r0W8BAAlqy7GVAomxPiVbrIfvz--aOFV-siva9k3ob2622cCQ1i3IVMC-ulFH7tNku-JBNVr9xOtz9zP19lpjV8p_sYtEJ07FNuV1Y2sDzxsdobA,5-yV7_6xWzVSrZjGk1_IoA&source=display&cbt=apMidPQrjYgI3-zc1q0HEMa4_qwFGKjriHwiDG5sLnNoZWluLmNvbTIICAUTGNOmBRRCF2NhLXB1Yi0zNDc3MzQ2MDYyMjA0OTkySAZYA3AB&cv=https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/conversion/%3Fai%3DC-PpZNXwrW-GOIJX73gOQ_4roAe3kraJS3-zc1q0Hv-EeEAEgq8ubIWCRhJOF_BegAe6R080DyAED4AIAqAMByAMIqgSsAk_QBg0nhYm_xq0DSNDeyCtgcW1BU6Z4gf-LtjYECdsDDKTgHwBYkKfMJ_NbZ84En3gCn_OTfIOOrHuVxpxyVgLOwQT54UBvJkL4s-RCCsJw1BSTIsLZyNUEFWJ5pux-Klt_fWUitGR5mn2J1JZBspqr2E0fgzfxaKqGPWKxv-XohBvysUoHIAfiP2cR72mVpBgAXiFdIZpLjoBySbV_MIBcFnKD6vdsLD3c5eGUg0V6ygQz65Mscu4NwOYQSipIcXmjUdspcJ3fpnMgponFXjCeYZTksU6hAkImQXD02cJaTq4Ec7-w6A7vAIY3a35xIhmhgV6KIuJe01p6ahHnDSkqM8Wj7dY-PQUk3uURcNIF1ENlpB04KFr_pJ8q090-Na7oL8Qk-ZCL8yUcUuAEAaAGA4AH3_rpe6gHjs4bqAeNzRuoB9XJG6gH2csbqAfPzBuoB6a-G6gHmM4bqAeaBtgHAdIICQiC4cBwEAEYAbEJagt-PwOnPqqACgPYEwI%26sigh%3D4F_NHKZyAZo
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/eu-donald-trump-tarrifs-trade-war-billions-bourbon-whiskey-jeans-motorcycles-steel-aluminium-a8408566.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/gadgets-and-tech/news/xxxtentacion-dead-death-real-fake-hoax-truth-twitter-instagram-a8406291.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/music/news/xxxtentacion-dead-rapper-predicts-death-video-shooting-miami-florida-a8405726.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/xxxtentacion-dead-latest-updates-suspects-jahseh-dwayne-onfroy-death-rapper-a8405661.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/uk-immigration-british-man-cannabis-farm-house-illegal-immigrants-home-office-a8407871.html
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=eslmedia-theindependent&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-k:Right%20Rail%20Thumbnails:
http://info.expertmarket.com/nieuw-alarmsysteem?cid=58fe1c376591c&utm_campaign=BS-NL-D&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=eslmedia-theindependent&utm_term=Nieuw+slim+alarmsysteem+grote+uitkomst+voor+huiseigenaren&utm_content=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2F27ea8ddc7eacf4f448aaf7d04d4733d1.png
http://track.netofclicks.nl/7ff3ad5e-e5c6-4fcd-8c25-fe281f6db6d5?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&campaign=%7Bcampaign%7D&thumbnail=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2F268107f3c4c6f67ba60fd368f4bc25ab.jpg&title=Vijftigplussers+Kopen+Massaal+De+Seniorenvoordeelpas&site=eslmedia-theindependent
https://www.dailyholics.com/nl/20-historische-fotos-waar-je-sprakeloos-van-wordt/?utm_source=Taboola&utm_medium=Mediabuying&utm_campaign=TB_NLD_D_NL_20Hist_fotos&utm_term=eslmedia-theindependent
https://www.abbeywealth.com/free-pension-review-for-british-expatriates-02/?utm_source=taboola&utm_content=45606078&utm_medium=eslmedia-theindependent&utm_name=Spain
https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/fashion/celebrate-a-year-of-affordable-fast-fashion-a8387666.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/sport/football/world-cup/cristiano-ronaldo-world-cup-2018-spain-vs-portugal-highlights-goal-hat-trick-freekick-against-watch-a8401516.html


21-06-18 12(22At the age of 71, I handed myself in to police for helping women in the UK to get an abortion | The Independent

Pagina 4 van 6https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/northern-ireland-abortion-protesters-handed-myself-in-to-police-helping-women-a7055191.html

are hundreds of us out there breaking the existing law in Northern
Ireland. Why are the police pursuing women in the most
vulnerable of circumstances? 

We don't respect the law because it is archaic, irrelevant and
unfair. However, we don’t believe that we are committing a crime
because, as one fellow campaigner put it, “there is a civic duty to
obey a just law, but there is a moral duty to disobey an unjust law”.

The 1967 UK Abortion Act should be introduced across Northern
Ireland, but our government is letting people down. They simply
turn their backs and look away.

More about: | Northern Ireland | abortion | abortion rights
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stormofdust
As you near the end of your own life, you want to make sure that unborn 
don't get the chance that you had. You ain't no heroine, you are just a nasty 
old woman.
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julia.london
I do believe in early abortion for social reasons,but I remember some years 
back the Northern Irish took a vote not to allow it. Perhaps it ought to be 
revisited,but I wonder if a different result will happen.I dont think 
abortion comes under the ECHR legislation,but perhaps some readers 
know more about this. 
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Northern Ireland - a backward country with a backward religion.  No 
wonder it's full of terrorists.
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Speak for yourself. Its all about "diversity" isnt it?
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I wish as I think many do, that NI that declare independence and 
go its own way.  
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