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This Dutch Group Is Going To Absurd Lengths To Help Women Obtain Safe
Abortions
"It makes clear the absurdity of the laws: to go to international waters only to take a pill."
Samantha Leffler
community
May 08, 2017
 

Access to a safe abortion varies depending on where you live, but for the majority of women around the world, obtaining an abortion can be a costly and frequently
illegal and life-threatening process. 

That's why a Dutch nonprofit called Women on Waves has made it their mission to sail women seeking abortions into international waters, where they're given a
combination of mifepristone and misoprostol pills to medically induce an end their pregnancies.

As reported by HuffPost, Women on Waves' 36-foot sailboat makes its way more than 12 miles off the coast of various countries, and at that point the laws of its
country's flag ― Austria ― are enforced. In Austria, abortions are permitted during the first three months of pregnancy.

Per HuffPost, the boat sailed off the coast of Mexico last month and provided abortions for several Mexican citizens. Abortion laws in Mexico vary from state to
state just as they do in America, but women who live in states where abortion is illegal typically don't have the means to travel to a state where it's permitted. As a
result, they often end up turning to unsafe methods of terminating a pregnancy. 

"It makes clear the absurdity of the laws: to go to international waters only to take a pill," Women on Waves' Leticia Zenevich explains to HuffPost. "The fact that
women need to leave the state sovereignty to retain their own sovereignty ― it makes clear states are deliberately stopping women from accessing their human right
to health."
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Aside from the recent trip to Mexico, Women on Waves has visited a number of other countries since the nonprofit was founded in 1999. Still, the missions are costly
and help fewer than 10 women at a time, and the organization has been met with hostility from local governments in the past. 

"Where we travel depends on our resources, the availability of the crew and doctors and of local participants," Zenevich told Bustle.  "A boat campaign take months
of planning. Women on Waves has been to Ireland, Poland, Spain, Portugal, Morocco and Guatemala with the boat."

Women on Waves also helps in other ways when and where they can. In addition to establishing a hotline flush with abortion info in each country visited, WoW has
gone high tech, too. In recent years the group has conducted drone campaigns, delivering abortion pills to Poland in 2015 and to Northern Ireland last year. There's
also an app you can use to learn everything about abortion law, the availability of abortion pills, and what clinics or organizations are working on abortion issues in
your country.
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If anything, this illustrates the need for access to abortion information and services across the globe. According to the World Health Organization, in 2008 more than
97 percent of abortions in Africa were unsafe, and the same was true for upwards of 95 percent of abortions in Latin America. 

Though the United States generally fares better than that, certain states have very strict and damaging anti-abortion laws. Louisiana, Mississippi, Kansas, North
Dakota, and Arkansas are all known for their tough anti-abortion legislation, while Oklahoma recently introduced a bill that would require a woman to get the written
consent of the fetus's father before obtaining an abortion, even in cases of rape.

To help women worldwide have easier, safer access to abortions consider volunteering with or donating to Women on Waves. To support the cause closer to home,
check out NARAL Pro-Choice America, which engages in political action and advocacy efforts to oppose restrictions on abortion and expand access to it, and
Planned Parenthood, which provides reproductive health care on a national and international scale. 
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This Teacher Is So Devoted To Her Students That She Made A Lesson Plan Right Before Going Into Labor

Goldie Hawn Made An Impact On The Film Industry For Women, And Reese Witherspoon Wants Us All To Know It
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This Woman Is Sick Of Being Called 'Brave' For Simply Showing Her Body

First Woman To Travel To All 196 Countries In The World Says These Are The 7 You Must Visit
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Instead Of Avoiding The Refugee Crisis, 'Sesame Street' Is Looking For A Way To Help The Most Vulnerable Affected By It

The Bronx Is New York City’s Only Borough Without A Bookstore. Meet The Woman Who’s Going To Change That.

 Sitemap

 Share





Get Happy 




 Wellness
More

Subscribe

 About

 Search

 Terms

 Privacy

 Culture

 Entertainment
Life

 Lifestyle

 Relationships

 Family

 Fashion & Beauty
Innovation

  
Fueled by Chicken Soup for the Soul ®

Video
News

 Daily Impact

 Opinion

 Morning Spark
Arts & Entertainment

 Sports

http://aplus.com/a/sesame-street-refugee-children?li_source=LI&li_medium=bottom-widget
http://aplus.com/a/sesame-street-refugee-children?li_source=LI&li_medium=bottom-widget
http://aplus.com/a/noelle-santos-the-lit-bar-bronx-bookstore?li_source=LI&li_medium=bottom-widget
http://aplus.com/a/noelle-santos-the-lit-bar-bronx-bookstore?li_source=LI&li_medium=bottom-widget
http://aplus.com/sitemap
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Faplus.com%2Fa%2Fwomen-on-waves-abortion-boat-dutch-organization-sailing-international-waters
https://twitter.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Faplus.com%2Fa%2Fwomen-on-waves-abortion-boat-dutch-organization-sailing-international-waters&text=This%20Dutch%20Group%20Is%20Going%20To%20Absurd%20Lengths%20To%20Help%20Women%20Obtain%20Safe%20Abortions%20via%20%40aplusapp
javascript:void((function()%7Bvar%20e=document.createElement('script');e.setAttribute('type','text/javascript');e.setAttribute('charset','UTF-8');e.setAttribute('src','http://assets.pinterest.com/js/pinmarklet.js?r='+Math.random()*99999999);document.body.appendChild(e)%7D)());
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http://aplus.com/a/women-on-waves-abortion-boat-dutch-organization-sailing-international-waters
mailto:?subject=Hey%2C%20I%20saw%20this%20on%20A%2B%20and%20thought%20of%20you&body=http%3A%2F%2Faplus.com%2Fa%2Fwomen-on-waves-abortion-boat-dutch-organization-sailing-international-waters
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Faplus.com%2Fa%2Fwomen-on-waves-abortion-boat-dutch-organization-sailing-international-waters
https://twitter.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Faplus.com%2Fa%2Fwomen-on-waves-abortion-boat-dutch-organization-sailing-international-waters&text=This%20Dutch%20Group%20Is%20Going%20To%20Absurd%20Lengths%20To%20Help%20Women%20Obtain%20Safe%20Abortions%20via%20%40aplusapp
http://aplus.com/wellness
http://aplus.com/about
http://aplus.com/search
http://aplus.com/terms
http://aplus.com/privacy
http://aplus.com/culture
http://aplus.com/entertainment
http://aplus.com/Life
http://aplus.com/lifestyle
http://aplus.com/relationships
http://aplus.com/family
http://aplus.com/fashion
http://aplus.com/Innovation
http://aplus.com/
http://aplus.com/search
https://video.aplus.com/
http://aplus.com/News
http://aplus.com/Daily%20Impact
http://aplus.com/Opinion
http://aplus.com/morning-spark
http://aplus.com/Arts%20And%20Entertainment
http://aplus.com/sports


2017-5-9 Dutch Group Women On Waves Is Going To Absurd Lengths To Help Women Obtain Safe Abortions

http://aplus.com/a/women-on-waves-abortion-boat-dutch-organization-sailing-international-waters?no_monetization=true 8/15

Magician Dan White Recruits Magic Fan Scarlett Johansson To Help Him With An Amazing Trick
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13 Times Kids Were Way Smarter Than Their Test Questions

Can A Negative Emotion Create Positive Human Connections? We Asked The Founder Of ...
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Watch Ryan Reynolds And Jake Gyllenhaal Avoid Answering The Internet's Most Search...
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Couple's Awkward Engagement Photos Are Making Us A Little Uncomfortable In The Bes...

My Battle With Asperger's As A Twentysomething In A Misinformed World
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Men Discuss 'The One That Got Away,' But Their Words Are Anything But Romantic In ...
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