
ADVERTISEMENT

31 May 2018

Irish abortion referendum

Abortion pills handed over to police at Belfast pro-choice rally

Organisers of a pro-choice rally in Belfast have handed over abortion pills to the police.

At the demonstration, three women took what appeared to be abortion pills. A mini-robot that
can be used to distribute abortion pills was also handed over to police.

The PSNI spoke to one of the women afterwards but she was not arrested.
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A small anti-abortion protest also took place alongside the demonstration at Laganside Courts
on Thursday.

'Seized'

A police inspector approached the organisers beforehand and warned them that if the robot
was used to distribute the pills it could be seized.

After 15 minutes of negotiations on the street outside Laganside Courts, a Dutch doctor, who
was part of the protest, handed over the robots and the pills to the PSNI.

In Londonderry a group of pro-choice supporters held a rally at the Guildhall.
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On Tuesday, Irish Minister for Health Simon Harris sought the cabinet's backing to draft the
new legislation.

Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar has said new abortion law will be in place by the end of the
year.

The proposed legislation will allow abortions during the first 12 weeks of pregnancy, and up to
the 24th week in exceptional circumstances.

Seismic shift for Ireland

Timeline: Ireland and abortion

Following the Republic's overwhelming vote in favour of abortion law reform, Northern Ireland
will soon be the only part of either the UK or Ireland where abortion is illegal unless there is a
serious risk to a woman's life or health.
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Unlike other parts of the UK, the 1967 Abortion Act does not extend to Northern Ireland.

And with the focus now shifted to Northern Ireland's strict abortion laws, with UK Prime
Minister Theresa May facing calls to act.

But Mrs May is in a difficult situation because her administration depends on the support of 10
Democratic Unionist Party MPs - who strongly oppose any reform.

Sinn Féin leader Mary Lou McDonald and deputy leader Michelle O'Neill are in favour of
change, and attended the official abortion referendum result announcement at Dublin Castle
last Saturday.

They held up a sign on stage, saying 'The north is next'.

Related Topics

Belfast Abortion Irish abortion referendum

Share this story About sharing

More on this story

Abortion: Pro-choice protesters rally for NI law change
28 May 2018

Arlene Foster: Irish abortion vote has no impact on NI law
28 May 2018

Irish government will examine NI access to abortion
29 May 2018

Northern Ireland

Abortion pills handed over to police at Belfast pro-choice rally -... https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-ireland-44319797

4 of 14 01/06/2018, 15:23



Robinson 'did not ask adviser for letter'

1 June 2018 Northern Ireland

Irish scheme cut without equality tests

1 June 2018 Northern Ireland

Abortion pills handed over to police at Belfast pro-choice rally -... https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-ireland-44319797

5 of 14 01/06/2018, 15:23



Meet Ba-ba-baby the house sheep

1 June 2018 Northern Ireland

More Videos from the BBC

'My children are why I get
out of bed'

Look behind the scenes
at new water park

Trapped in a cycle of debt

From chocolate to gold CCTV shows 'shocking'
crossing misuse

Wedding party that
turned into a 'bloodbath'

Recommended by Outbrain

Elsewhere on BBC

BBC.com

#MyDubai - Discover Dubai's hidden
gems

BBC Future

We don’t need nearly as much protein
as we consume

Recommended by Outbrain

Abortion pills handed over to police at Belfast pro-choice rally -... https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-ireland-44319797

6 of 14 01/06/2018, 15:23



Top Stories

Spanish PM Rajoy forced out of office
Mariano Rajoy loses a no-confidence vote after his party was implicated in a big corruption
scandal.

2 hours ago

Escaped big cats recaptured in Germany
32 minutes ago

What Muslims are asked during Ramadan
1 June 2018

Features

BBC News

Lord Lawson applies for French
residency

BBC News

British father dies in Turkish airport

BBC Culture

The Thai director who shows the future
of cinema

BBC Culture

The greatest tale ever told?

Abortion pills handed over to police at Belfast pro-choice rally -... https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-ireland-44319797

7 of 14 01/06/2018, 15:23



'I woke up and didn't recognise my wife'

Restoring life to the Aral Sea's dead zone

Abortion pills handed over to police at Belfast pro-choice rally -... https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-ireland-44319797

8 of 14 01/06/2018, 15:23



A feminist revolution in an ancient kingdom

Quiz: Which female UK politician comes next?

'My comedy has been a mask my whole life'

Abortion pills handed over to police at Belfast pro-choice rally -... https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-ireland-44319797

9 of 14 01/06/2018, 15:23



The drug fuelling death, despair and Boko Haram

'I bought my mum a flat just by renting out my camera kit'

The tiny tank that helped change warfare forever

Abortion pills handed over to police at Belfast pro-choice rally -... https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-ireland-44319797

10 of 14 01/06/2018, 15:23



The problem with mass shootings and the media

Most Read
German zoo escape: Lions, tigers and jaguar recaptured in
Lünebach

1

Lush 'anti-spy cops' campaign criticised 2

Who might replace Matt LeBlanc on Top Gear? 3

Vietnamese boy found inside a suitcase at Port of Dover 4

Mariano Rajoy: Spanish PM forced out of office 5

Roman Abramovich, Chelsea owner, 'withdraws' UK visa
application

6

UK weather: Rain and storms cause travel delays 7

'I woke up and didn't recognise my wife' 8

US tariffs a dangerous game, says EU 9

Two police officers injured in Greenock 'stabbings' 10

Abortion pills handed over to police at Belfast pro-choice rally -... https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-ireland-44319797

11 of 14 01/06/2018, 15:23



From Around the Web

How Dutch Profited From Dreaded Fear Index
The Artful Economist

Dutch Gaming Company CEO Fired After a…
financetimes

British Expats: Discover How the UK Pension…
Abbey Wealth

How Do You Develop Smart Connected…
launch.solidworks

Re: Who Owns Jerusalem?
ARTE

Were the Vikings Barbarians?
ARTE

Promoted content by Outbrain

VLIEG OP Z'N
SCANDINAVISCH

AANTREKKELIJKE PRIJZEN

24U GELD TERUG GARANTIE

ALLES INBEGREPEN

BOEK NU

Abortion pills handed over to police at Belfast pro-choice rally -... https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-ireland-44319797

12 of 14 01/06/2018, 15:23



Ads by Google

Why you can trust BBC News

BBC News Services

Explore the BBC

Ads

Car rental in Zagreb
CarFlexi.com

British Expat In Italy?
Avoid Losing 55% Of £70k+ Pensions
Download A Free Expat Pension Guide
your.expatpensionreview.com

British Expat in Holland?
Avoid Losing 45% of your UK pension. Move
your pension. Get your Free Guide!
Forth Capital

Car Rental in Zagreb
Rentalcars.com

On your mobile

On your connected tv

Get news alerts

Contact BBC News

Home News

Abortion pills handed over to police at Belfast pro-choice rally -... https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-ireland-44319797

13 of 14 01/06/2018, 15:23



Copyright © 2018 BBC. The BBC is not responsible for the content of external sites. Read about our
approach to external linking.

Terms of Use About the BBC

Privacy Policy Cookies

Accessibility Help Parental Guidance

Contact the BBC Get Personalised Newsletters

Advertise with us Ad choices

Abortion pills handed over to police at Belfast pro-choice rally -... https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-ireland-44319797

14 of 14 01/06/2018, 15:23


