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Guatemala army blocks Dutch boat
offering abortions

The "Abortion Ship" is at Marina Pez Vela on Guatemala's Pacific coast

The Guatemalan army says it will block the activities of a non-profit "abortion
boat" docked on its shores.

The Dutch non-profit group, Women on Waves, offers free abortion services to
women in countries where the procedure is banned.
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It takes women in the early stages of pregnancy out to international waters, where
the abortion is performed.

Abortion is banned in the predominantly Roman Catholic nation, except to save the
mother's life.

The Army said it had been instructed by President Jimmy Morales to act, and would
defend "human life and the laws of our country" by preventing the group from
carrying out abortions.

Officials are preventing activists from disembarking from the ship, and women will
not be allowed to board the boat, reports say.

Women on Waves founder Rebecca Gomperts (right) was criticised by Guatemala's Catholic Church

The Women on Waves' boat docked on the Pacific Ocean port of Quetzal, in the
city of San Jose, on Wednesday.

The group says it has a legal permit to sail in Guatemalan waters and the boat is
being illegally "detained" by the authorities.

It had planned to stay in the country for five days.
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The Guatemalan Army patrolled waters near the Dutch boat

The group says more than 60,000 illegal abortions are performed in Guatemala
every year, and most of the women who put their lives at risk at the hands of
untrained professionals are poor.

"We respect religious beliefs but this [abortion] is a fundamental right in a
democracy," spokeswoman Leticia Zevich told La Hora Newspaper.

However, Guatemala's Catholic Church, other religious leaders and politicians
protested against the presence of the boat.

"The boat of death has arrived in Guatemala," said lawmaker Raul Romero during
a Congress session earlier on Wednesday.

In most Latin American countries, abortion is either illegal or only allowed to save
the life of the woman.

Related Topics

Guatemala Netherlands Abortion

Turkey says 'No' to saying 'No',
ahead of its referendum

Could this man be the next
chancellor of Germany?

The secret of why we like to eat
chocolate

Forced marriage: 'I said yes to
plan my escape'

AFP

http://www.bbc.com/news/topics/a080c8a0-c0e8-4f40-8136-a2dbb9bc47eb/guatemala
http://www.bbc.com/news/topics/aa200d4c-217e-4a6a-9e61-733d812cac06/netherlands
http://www.bbc.com/news/topics/f16883ee-804f-43cd-8bc3-80d0fed59682/abortion
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-39064657
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-39067413
http://www.bbc.com/news/health-39067088
http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-38833804


24-02-17 17:45Guatemala army blocks Dutch boat offering abortions - BBC News

Pagina 4 van 7http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-39073367

Share this story About sharing

More on this story

First Guatemalan baby born with Zika-linked microcephaly
17 August 2016

El Salvador abortion woman has C-section
4 June 2013

Guatemala country profile
3 January 2017

Latin America & Caribbean
Read

Subscribe today
6 can't miss stories in your inbox every Friday

Most Popular

23 February 2017 23 February 2017 23 February 2017

More Videos from the BBC
Recommended by Outbrain

Trump promises wall 'ahead of
schedule'

Is Malmo the 'rape capital' of
Europe?

Straight women have fewest
orgasms

Kim Jong-nam 'killed by VX
nerve agent'

Fasting diet 'regenerates
diabetic organ'

'Let's allow sex on work time'

Turkish diplomats seek
Germany asylum

France's Le Pen refuses police
interview

Forced marriage: 'I said yes to

Mexico vents 'irritation' at
Trump envoys

US & Canada

Venezuela protests over
skier's expulsion

Latin America & Caribbean

Ecuador president poll goes
to run-off

Latin America & Caribbean

mailto:?subject=Shared%20from%20BBC%20News&body=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Fworld-latin-america-39073367
http://www.facebook.com/dialog/feed?app_id=58567469885&redirect_uri=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Fworld-latin-america-39073367&link=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Fworld-latin-america-39073367%3FSThisFB
http://www.facebook.com/dialog/send?app_id=58567469885&redirect_uri=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Fworld-latin-america-39073367&link=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Fworld-latin-america-39073367%3FSThisFB
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=BBC%20News%20-%20Guatemala%20army%20blocks%20Dutch%20boat%20offering%20abortions&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Fworld-latin-america-39073367
https://uk.pinterest.com/pin/create/bookmarklet/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Fworld-latin-america-39073367&description=Abortion%20is%20only%20allowed%20in%20the%20Central%20American%20nation%20when%20the%20mother%27s%20life%20is%20at%20risk.&title=Guatemala%20army%20blocks%20Dutch%20boat%20offering%20abortions&media=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fspecial%2F2015%2Fnewsspec_10857%2Fbbc_news_logo.png%3Fcb%3D1
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.com%2Fnews%2Fworld-latin-america-39073367&title=Guatemala%20army%20blocks%20Dutch%20boat%20offering%20abortions&summary=Abortion%20is%20only%20allowed%20in%20the%20Central%20American%20nation%20when%20the%20mother%27s%20life%20is%20at%20risk.&source=BBC
http://www.bbc.com/news/world/latin_america
http://www.bbc.co.uk/help/web/sharing.shtml
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-37112639
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-22763510
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-19635877
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-39073367#
http://pages.emails.bbc.com/subscribe/
http://pages.emails.bbc.com/subscribe/
http://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-39080356
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-39056786
http://www.bbc.com/news/health-39077293
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-39073389
http://www.bbc.com/news/health-39070183
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-39077181
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-39075157
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-39078216
http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-38833804
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-39068021
http://www.bbc.com/news/world/us_and_canada
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-39063688
http://www.bbc.com/news/world/latin_america
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-39063683
http://www.bbc.com/news/world/latin_america


24-02-17 17:45Guatemala army blocks Dutch boat offering abortions - BBC News

Pagina 5 van 7http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-39073367

Siberian tiger knocks
drone from the sky in
China

Steel firm unlocked
disabled woman's
potential

Storm Doris: Plane aborts
landing in wind

Calls to block plans to
scrap Torfaen sixth forms

Labour's John Woodcock
says Copeland is 'a
disaster for us'

Haunting images of WW2
London's 'archive of
destruction'

Elsewhere on BBC

BBC News

Anaheim rocked by protests as officer
fires gun in lawn row

Recommended by Outbrain

BBC Culture

Zweig: The writer who dreamed of a
world without borders

plan my escape'

24-year photo project reaches
halfway mark

From Around the Web
Promoted content by Outbrain

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-39066658
http://www.bbc.com/news/business-39052747
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-39070486
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-wales-39078630
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-39074944
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-39079012
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-39067719
http://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
http://www.bbc.com/culture/story/20170221-zweig-the-writer-who-dreamed-of-a-world-without-borders
http://www.bbc.com/news/magazine-38833804
http://www.bbc.com/news/in-pictures-39064064
http://www.getapp.com/blog/accounting-app/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=blog&utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Campaign_2016_Red&utm_term=009701429222c9bc47cd33613ffb29ffaa
https://plarium.com/play/en/vikings/009_navy_hybrid_g?adCampaign=102600&adPixel=outbrain&#buildings
http://dogs.petbreeds.com/stories/10912/the-best-dog-breeds?utm_medium=cm&utm_source=outbrain&utm_campaign=i3.cm.ob.dt.10346
http://nba-historical-teams.pointafter.com/stories/14911/most-dominant-best-nba-team-seasons-history-ever-bulls-warriors-lakers?utm_medium=cm&utm_source=outbrain&utm_campaign=i3.cm.ob.dt.10909
http://basketball-players.pointafter.com/stories/12949/re-picking-1996-nba-draft-kobe-bryant-allen-iverson-steve-nash?utm_medium=cm&utm_source=outbrain&utm_campaign=i3.cm.ob.dt.10664
http://www.getapp.com/blog/ten-best-accounting-apps/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Campaign_2016_Red&utm_term=009701429222c9bc47cd33613ffb29ffaa
http://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en


24-02-17 17:45Guatemala army blocks Dutch boat offering abortions - BBC News

Pagina 6 van 7http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-39073367

BBC News Services

Explore the BBC

On your mobile On your connected tv Get news alerts

News Sport

Weather Shop

Ads by Google

Overkapping op containers
6x6m €1.350 excl. btw. Supersnelle
montage. Voor zagen, lassen,
monteren, opslag.
kroftman.nl

Start Download
1. Download Free. 2. Open Utility 3.
Free Converter
myimageconverter.com

فنادق منخفضة التكلفھ
قارن بین مجموعھ كبیره من الفنادق في دول العالم
واحصل على احسن الاسعار والحجز مجانا
findhotels.host

BBC News

Alabama father and son die as their cars
collide head on

BBC News

Policeman sacked for keeping gold coin
proceeds

BBC Travel

The traveller trying to change the world

BBC Travel

Cambodia’s hidden jungle temple

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10628994
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/help-17655000
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10628323
http://www.bbc.com/news/
http://www.bbc.com/sport/
http://www.bbc.com/weather/
http://shop.bbc.com/
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CUV_IaWCwWPDbIPOjzAbPqKCYD6DWo7FIrIuhkPMErcr93wUQASDnhfQSKANgkYSThfwXoAH366btA8gBAakCICezlv7FsT6oAwGqBI8BT9DwK7aYYWuQjBPZlx_yOD3TgnqHARrPcyivUJ_xqkUTfCiOzxBxpCIPJD7uoADNDR5n_PpGyd7G0LhtdfKdwVb65FuQA7E_R6rPOb_Z9SShXeGuiez23KarV4sv-kfKTY9ep0XYgCB2t7eBIUK-IkI_bZYEPufKcvDMXB5P_-s-HjSqqUQ7DIP5i_GVuwiAB_GT2RKoB6a-G9gHAdIIBQiAYRAB2BMK&num=1&cid=CAASEuRotE4Sobh_Pp1zEwGWFQM1zw&sig=AOD64_1nEhoJ0p-EdSuWc83oJnKAwOydwg&client=ca-bbccom&adurl=http://www.kroftman.nl/containeroverkappingen%3Fkeyword%3D%26creative%3D170604979370
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CUV_IaWCwWPDbIPOjzAbPqKCYD6DWo7FIrIuhkPMErcr93wUQASDnhfQSKANgkYSThfwXoAH366btA8gBAakCICezlv7FsT6oAwGqBI8BT9DwK7aYYWuQjBPZlx_yOD3TgnqHARrPcyivUJ_xqkUTfCiOzxBxpCIPJD7uoADNDR5n_PpGyd7G0LhtdfKdwVb65FuQA7E_R6rPOb_Z9SShXeGuiez23KarV4sv-kfKTY9ep0XYgCB2t7eBIUK-IkI_bZYEPufKcvDMXB5P_-s-HjSqqUQ7DIP5i_GVuwiAB_GT2RKoB6a-G9gHAdIIBQiAYRAB2BMK&num=1&cid=CAASEuRotE4Sobh_Pp1zEwGWFQM1zw&sig=AOD64_1nEhoJ0p-EdSuWc83oJnKAwOydwg&client=ca-bbccom&adurl=http://www.kroftman.nl/containeroverkappingen%3Fkeyword%3D%26creative%3D170604979370
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CWOkWaWCwWPDbIPOjzAbPqKCYD5qflP9H4rr5wd8EwI23ARACIOeF9BIoA2CRhJOF_BegAcG4mLkDyAEBqAMBqgSGAU_Q8Cu2m2FrkIwT2Zcf8jg904J6hwEaz3Mor1Cf8apFE3wojs8QcaQiDyQ-7qAAzQ0eZ_z6RsnextC4bXXyncFW-uRbkAOxP0eqzzm_2fUkqV0C3Uti2FpDRLxYvhSxX0t6X-Ow2fTRdQdGgqH3vSr3PCVjAX4Sz3I8yVzHT2iM5PoFZgKmgAenx-dGqAemvhvYBwHSCAUIgGEQAdgTDA&num=2&cid=CAASEuRotE4Sobh_Pp1zEwGWFQM1zw&sig=AOD64_2GYSDjx8jxdM6r2stSTt1Emvt8Mg&client=ca-bbccom&adurl=http://imageprocessingcode.com/mic.php%3Fcountry%3Dnet%26region%3Dfigsd%26target%3Dieff%26a%3D26386331479%26pi%3Dwww.bbc.com%26url%3Dhttp://www.myimageconverter.com
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CWOkWaWCwWPDbIPOjzAbPqKCYD5qflP9H4rr5wd8EwI23ARACIOeF9BIoA2CRhJOF_BegAcG4mLkDyAEBqAMBqgSGAU_Q8Cu2m2FrkIwT2Zcf8jg904J6hwEaz3Mor1Cf8apFE3wojs8QcaQiDyQ-7qAAzQ0eZ_z6RsnextC4bXXyncFW-uRbkAOxP0eqzzm_2fUkqV0C3Uti2FpDRLxYvhSxX0t6X-Ow2fTRdQdGgqH3vSr3PCVjAX4Sz3I8yVzHT2iM5PoFZgKmgAenx-dGqAemvhvYBwHSCAUIgGEQAdgTDA&num=2&cid=CAASEuRotE4Sobh_Pp1zEwGWFQM1zw&sig=AOD64_2GYSDjx8jxdM6r2stSTt1Emvt8Mg&client=ca-bbccom&adurl=http://imageprocessingcode.com/mic.php%3Fcountry%3Dnet%26region%3Dfigsd%26target%3Dieff%26a%3D26386331479%26pi%3Dwww.bbc.com%26url%3Dhttp://www.myimageconverter.com
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cdz7AaWCwWPDbIPOjzAbPqKCYD7bV8eNH4rr7kuUDrcr93wUQAyDnhfQSKANgkYSThfwXoAH_2dLCA8gBAakC69REDsee1D2oAwGqBIgBT9Cg8x-bQWgajaqv6x-rLXHSznrGD6-jnUHvTJu_9VBLJCjX2lxw6CJOKn7t6hnbVRon-flQiNaKyLB3Mf3dxUn29VPeUaU8SanLPLtvwOVjWy1kGqvPNntAhFzAEdJavnldp0eeMdZFg7MBVLS9YgI3kGBHfuHMhwbPZSFJHw2BD21fWKOGtIAH6aWtPagHpr4b2AcB0ggFCIBhEAE&num=3&cid=CAASEuRotE4Sobh_Pp1zEwGWFQM1zw&sig=AOD64_0e9LSS6qY6_HaEZKbT2oyDNSEs-Q&client=ca-bbccom&adurl=http://findhotels.host/
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cdz7AaWCwWPDbIPOjzAbPqKCYD7bV8eNH4rr7kuUDrcr93wUQAyDnhfQSKANgkYSThfwXoAH_2dLCA8gBAakC69REDsee1D2oAwGqBIgBT9Cg8x-bQWgajaqv6x-rLXHSznrGD6-jnUHvTJu_9VBLJCjX2lxw6CJOKn7t6hnbVRon-flQiNaKyLB3Mf3dxUn29VPeUaU8SanLPLtvwOVjWy1kGqvPNntAhFzAEdJavnldp0eeMdZFg7MBVLS9YgI3kGBHfuHMhwbPZSFJHw2BD21fWKOGtIAH6aWtPagHpr4b2AcB0ggFCIBhEAE&num=3&cid=CAASEuRotE4Sobh_Pp1zEwGWFQM1zw&sig=AOD64_0e9LSS6qY6_HaEZKbT2oyDNSEs-Q&client=ca-bbccom&adurl=http://findhotels.host/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bbc.com/faq/ads_by_google.shtml
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-39042531
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-norfolk-39028660
http://www.bbc.com/travel/story/20170216-the-traveller-trying-to-change-the-world
http://www.bbc.com/travel/story/20170216-cambodias-hidden-jungle-temple


24-02-17 17:45Guatemala army blocks Dutch boat offering abortions - BBC News

Pagina 7 van 7http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-39073367

Copyright © 2017 BBC. The BBC is not responsible for the content of external sites. Read about our approach to
external linking.

Earth Travel

Capital Culture

Autos Future

TV Radio

CBBC CBeebies

Food iWonder

Bitesize Music

Arts Make It Digital

Taster Nature

Local

Terms of Use About the BBC

Privacy Policy Cookies

Accessibility Help Parental Guidance

Contact the BBC Advertise with us

Ad choices

http://www.bbc.com/help/web/links/
http://www.bbc.com/earth/
http://www.bbc.com/travel/
http://www.bbc.com/capital/
http://www.bbc.com/culture/
http://www.bbc.com/autos/
http://www.bbc.com/future/
http://www.bbc.com/tv/
http://www.bbc.com/radio/
http://www.bbc.com/cbbc
http://www.bbc.com/cbeebies
http://www.bbc.com/food/
http://www.bbc.com/iwonder
http://www.bbc.com/education
http://www.bbc.com/music/
http://www.bbc.com/arts/
http://www.bbc.com/makeitdigital
http://www.bbc.com/taster
http://www.bbc.com/nature/
http://www.bbc.com/local/
http://www.bbc.com/terms/
http://www.bbc.com/aboutthebbc/
http://www.bbc.com/privacy/
http://www.bbc.com/privacy/cookies/about
http://www.bbc.com/accessibility/
http://www.bbc.com/guidance/
http://www.bbc.com/contact/
http://advertising.bbcworldwide.com/
http://www.bbc.com/privacy/cookies/international/

