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Moroccan authorities said Wednesday that a Dutch ship promoting legal
abortions set to dock in Morocco is operating outside the law and could
possibly be stopped before arriving at a northern Mediterranean port.

The Dutch ship, which promotes safe and legal abortions worldwide, was
invited by a Moroccan women's group to raise awareness in the struggle
to legalize abortions, which are not allowed in this conservative Muslim
country. It is scheduled to arrive at the port of Smir on Thursday.

It would be the "Women on Waves" boat's first landfall in a Muslim
country.

"We haven't been informed about the arrival of this boat and from a
security standpoint. It's a boat we don't know or why it is coming, so I
don't see what we can do," Minister of Interior Mohend Laenser told The
Associated Press.

Minister of Education Lahcen Daoudi added that any boat coming to
Morocco had to respect its laws. "The people charged with applying the
law will apply it on everything to do with the boat," he said.

According to a statement by the organization, the ship can provide
women with safe and legal abortions under Dutch law in international
waters until the sixandahalf week of pregnancy.

The organization said it had set up a hotline for Moroccan women to give
information about abortion, including locally available pharmaceuticals
that can be safely used to perform abortions at home.

"There are between 600 and 800 abortions a day in Morocco, that's an
enormous amount," said Ibtissame Lachgar, a member of MALI
(Alternative Movement for Individual Liberties), the group that invited
the boat. "We want to legalize abortion, to condemn this law that destroys
freedom, that we find criminal." 

The Moroccan Health Ministry issued a statement that if the people on
the boat were intending to perform operations, they would be in violation

Recommend 2

/

By AZIZ EL YAAKOUBI and PAUL SCHEMM Associated Press
RABAT, Morocco October 3, 2012 (AP)

George Stephanopoulos Suggests

Debate Date: Obama, Romney Gird for First Oneon
One

A Look At The History Of Presidential Debates

In Colorado, Presidential Race Is a Dead Heat

WATCH MORNINGS ON ABC

WATCH THE FULL EPISODE
GMA 10/3: President Obama 2007 Disaster...

ABC News on Facebook

Like 652,722 people like this. Sign Up to see
what your friends like.

Rhode Island: Mom
Makes $7,487 Part Time
She makes $100,000/year online
from home. Read her story to learn
how. 

"How Doctors Lose Belly
Fat"
Celebrity doctor reveals his #1
Trick get a flat stomach. 

Overstock Laptops:
$27.81
Get a new Laptop for $27.81. Limit
One Per Customer. Grab Yours
Now. 

HOT TOPICS: Presidential Debate • Jennifer Livingston • Nicki Minaj Mariah Carey   Search

Home U.S. World Politics Video Investigative Health Entertainment Money Tech Travel

       



10/3/12 Morocco Says Incoming Abortion Ship Illegal ‑ ABC News

2/3abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/morocco‑incoming‑abortion‑ship‑illegal‑17387464#.UGyep6S…

Raspberry Pill Melts Fat?
"Celebrity Doctor Exposes One Weird Fruit That
Melts Fat Fast..."
PureRaspberryKetone.com

5 Foods for a Flat Belly:
Surprising foods that help to burn abdominal fat.
TruthAboutStomachFat.com

Legitimate Home Job
Earn $35 per link you post. Free Startup DVD.
NO Credit Card Required.
benanddavesprogram.com
A Fruit That Burns Fat?
Celebrity Doctor Reveals 1 "Weird" Trick to Lose
Weight Fast.
www.ConsumerSavingAlerts.org

Follow Follow @abc@abc on Twitter, become a fan on Facebook

MORE FROM ABC NEWS

Deadly AntiU.S. Riots Despite
Obama's Ad Denouncing Video

St. Maarten Murder Suspect
Questioned in Killing of South
Carolina Couple

Austrian Town Wonders What to Do
with Hitler's Home

Russian Officials Want Access to
Ranch Where They Claim U.S.
Parents Reportedly 'Dump Unwanted
Kids'

Pope's Butler Told Court He Leaked
Private Documents for the Good of
the Church

FROM AROUND THE WEB

13 Amazing Uses for WD40 (Reader's
Digest)

Economist Warns: ‘The Real Crash Is
Coming’ (Moneynews)

Are African American males
becoming extinct? (SnagFilms)

7 Biggest Cruise Myths (AARP.org)

Jim Rogers: "We're All Going To Pay
A Horrible Price For This..." (Money
Morning)

[What's This?]

Mortgage Rates Hit 2.50%
If you owe under $729k you may qualify for 2.90% APR Govt Refi
Plans.
www.SeeRefinanceRates.com

"How Doctors Lose Weight"
Celebrity Doctor Reveals His #1 Trick to Lose Weight Fast.
www.HealthDiscoveriesJournal.com

Man Cheats Credit Score
1 simple trick & my credit score jumped 217 pts. Banks hate this!
www.thecreditsolutionprogram.com

Email Print

Comment & Contribute
Do you have more information about this topic? If so, please click here to contact the editors of ABC
News.

of the law. "The Ministry of Health ... was never informed of this event
and has not authorized any party or doctor, not residing in Morocco, to
carry out this medical procedure," it said.

Founded in 1999, the Women on Waves organization seeks to spread
information about safe medical abortions through medication and has
angered authorities in conservative Catholic countries, where abortion is
also often frowned upon.

Women can be counseled or provided abortion medication on the ship
outside the territorial waters of the countries outlawing the procedure.

The ship has carried out campaigns in Ireland, Poland and Spain. It was
banned from entering Portugal's waters in 2004.
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Morocco Says
Incoming Abortion
Ship Illegal
By AZIZ EL
RABAT, Morocco abcnews.go.com

Moroccan ministers say Dutch abortion
ship has not asked for necessary
permissions to dock

The Associated Press

Moroccan authorities said Wednesday that
a Dutch ship promoting legal abortions set
to dock in Morocco is operating outside
the law and could possibly be stopped
before arriving at a northern
Mediterranean port.

The Dutch ship, which promotes safe and
legal abortions worldwide, was invited by
a Moroccan women's group to raise
awareness in the struggle to legalize
abortions, which are not allowed in this
conservative Muslim country. It is
scheduled to arrive at the port of Smir on
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