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SXSW 2014: Audience awards
go to Before I Disappear and
César Chávez biopic
Drama about a suicidal man’s faltering
relationship with his niece wins award voted for
by audience, alongside a film about the 1970s
labour activist
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Before I Disappear, a drama about a suicidal man
who is asked to babysit his niece for a night, has won
the audience award for best narrative feature at the
SXSW film festival.

Based on the Oscar­winning short film Curfew,
director Shawn Christensen’s New York­set film sees
Ritchie (Christensen), a depressive on the verge of
killing himself, develop a faltering relationship with
prim 11­year­old Sophia (Fatima Ptacek). The film,
which had its world premiere in Austin earlier this
week, was well­regarded by critics. Screen
International writer Mark Adams described it as
“stylish and beautifully shot, [if] perhaps lacking an
expanded story to suit its feature length”

Best documentary went to Vessel, about Dr Rebecca
Gomperts’s fight to take the right to choos worldwide
by travelling the globe in ship set up as an abortion
clinic. Diana Whitten’s debut film also received an
award from the SXSW jury earlier this week.

The two other main audience awards – the
documentary spotlight and narrative spotlight prizes –
went to DamNation and César Chávez. DamNation is
an environmental documentary that studies how
removing obsolete damns restores areas of the
American countryside. César Chávez, directed by
Diego Luna, is a biopic that stars Michael Peña as

Film
Documentary

Culture
SXSW 2014 · SXSW
· Awards and prizes ·
Festivals

Edition: UK US AU Sign in Beta SubscribeAbout us Today's paper

http://www.theguardian.com/uk
http://www.theguardian.com/uk/sport
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree
http://www.theguardian.com/uk/culture
http://www.theguardian.com/uk/business
http://www.theguardian.com/uk/money
http://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle
http://www.theguardian.com/travel
http://www.theguardian.com/environment
http://www.theguardian.com/technology
http://www.theguardian.com/tv-and-radio
http://www.theguardian.com/video
https://soulmates.theguardian.com/?INTCMP=mic_2716
http://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/shopping?INTCMP=ILCROFFTXT2094
http://jobs.theguardian.com/?INTCMP=mic_2846
http://www.theguardian.com/uk
http://www.theguardian.com/sport/video/2014/mar/17/free-running-parkour-los-angeles-video
http://www.theguardian.com/football/video/2014/mar/17/arsenal-arsene-wenger-tottenham-hotspur-video
http://www.theguardian.com/sport/video/2014/mar/14/rope-swing-bungee-jump-magwa-falls-south-africa-video
http://www.theguardian.com/world/video/2014/mar/17/pro-russian-separatists-crimea-just-the-beginning-video
http://entertainment.guardianoffers.co.uk/c-jaa/documentary/?INTCMP=mic_2669
http://www.theguardian.com/culture
http://www.theguardian.com/film
http://www.theguardian.com/info/cookies
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.theguardian.com%2Ffilm%2F2014%2Fmar%2F15%2Fsxsw-2014-audience-awards&related=GuardianFilm&text=SXSW%202014%3A%20Audience%20awards%20go%20to%20Before%20I%20Disappear%20and%20C%C3%A9sar%20Ch%C3%A1vez%20biopic&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fgu.com%2Fp%2F3nhyp%2Ftw&via=guardian
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.theguardian.com%2Ffilm%2F2014%2Fmar%2F15%2Fsxsw-2014-audience-awards
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://www.theguardian.com/film/2014/mar/15/sxsw-2014-audience-awards
javascript:void(0);
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.theguardian.com%2Ffilm%2F2014%2Fmar%2F15%2Fsxsw-2014-audience-awards&region=follow_link&screen_name=HenryHBarnes&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.theguardian.com%2Ffilm%2F2014%2Fmar%2F15%2Fsxsw-2014-audience-awards&region=follow_link&screen_name=guardianfilm&tw_p=followbutton&variant=2.0
http://www.theguardian.com/profile/henrybarnes
http://www.theguardian.com/
http://www.screendaily.com/reviews/the-latest/before-i-disappear/5068616.article
http://www.theguardian.com/film/2014/mar/12/sxsw-2014-film-awards
http://www.theguardian.com/sport/video/2014/mar/17/free-running-parkour-los-angeles-video
http://www.theguardian.com/football/video/2014/mar/17/arsenal-arsene-wenger-tottenham-hotspur-video
http://www.theguardian.com/sport/video/2014/mar/14/rope-swing-bungee-jump-magwa-falls-south-africa-video
http://www.theguardian.com/world/video/2014/mar/17/pro-russian-separatists-crimea-just-the-beginning-video
http://www.theguardian.com/film
http://www.theguardian.com/film/documentary
http://www.theguardian.com/culture
http://www.theguardian.com/culture/sxsw-2014
http://www.theguardian.com/culture/sxsw
http://www.theguardian.com/culture/awards-and-prizes
http://www.theguardian.com/culture/festivals
http://www.theguardian.com/film/2014/mar/15/sxsw-2014-audience-awards/print
http://www.theguardian.com/share/2060017
http://www.theguardian.com/contactus/2060017
http://www.theguardian.com/edition-permission/us
http://www.theguardian.com/edition-permission/au
https://id.theguardian.com/signin?returnUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.theguardian.com%2Ffilm%2F2014%2Fmar%2F15%2Fsxsw-2014-audience-awards
http://www.theguardian.com/preference/platform/mobile?page=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.theguardian.com%2Ffilm%2F2014%2Fmar%2F15%2Fsxsw-2014-audience-awards%3Fview%3Dmobile%23opt-in-message
http://subscribe.theguardian.com/


3/17/2014 SXSW 2014: Audience awards go to Before I Disappear and César Chávez biopic | Film | theguardian.com

http://www.theguardian.com/film/2014/mar/15/sxsw-2014-audience-awards 2/3

Tweet Email

Best and worst in cinema

The Godfather: Part II
– review
Peter Bradshaw

 

The Invisible War
review – sexual
assault within the US
military
Mark Kermode

 

300: Rise of an
Empire review – a
soul-draining gorefest
Mark Kermode

 

Stalingrad – review
Jonathan Romney

I am a

Seeking

Aged

Last 24 hours

My guilty
pleasure: Notting

Hill

The Epic of Everest
A record of the legendary Everest
expedition of 1924 - one of the most
remarkable films in the BFI National
Archive. Just £16.99.
Learn more and buy

World War I in
Colour
Kenneth Branagh
narrates this TV
documentary, which

uses colourised footage. Just £14.99.
Learn more and buy

The Stuart Hall
Project
A documentary
from director John
Akomfrah

presenting a portrait of Stuart Hall. Just
£14.99.
Learn more and buy

Follow NSA-related developments as
controversy over leaks continues to make
headlines

The Guardian's online dating site

Man

Women

25   to   45

On Film

Across the site
Film reviews
Film news
Film trailers
Film show
Video interviews

the activist, who crusaded for farm workers’ rights in
the 1970s.

Further prizes went to Yakona (a documentary about
the life of a river in San Marcos), Exists (a Bigfoot­
style monster movie, directed by The Blair Witch
Project’s Eduardo Sanchez) and The Special Need, a
light­hearted drama about an autistic Italian’s
attempts to lose his virginity.

The awards were announced as the 2014 SXSW
festival enters its final day. The award for the best film
in 24 Beats Per Second strand, which promotes
music­based stories, will be announced on Monday.
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