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Sabato 27 giugno l’ “Abortion drone” effettuerà un volo dalla
Germania alla Polonia trasportando pacchetti di pillole abortive.
L’iniziativa nasce a seguito della campagna in favore dell’aborto
sicuro anche in Polonia, dove a differenza di quasi tutti i paesi
europei l’aborto è illegale.

Il drone inizierà il suo viaggio da Francoforte a Slubice, dove dopo
l’atterraggio è previsto un incontro con la stampa che potrà porre
domande agli organizzatori. Il luogo esatto dell’incontro verrà
annunciato venerdì sera.

Testo in inglese:

On Saturday June 27 th the Abortion drone will fly for the first time packages of
abortion pills from Frankfurt an der Oder in Germany to Słubice in Poland.

The campaign is a collaboration between Women on Waves; Cocia Basia, a Berlin based abortion
support group for Polish women; Feminteka Foundation from Warsaw and the 8 th of March
women’s rights informal collective “Porozumienie kobiet 8 marca”.

The Abortion drone will mark the different reality for Polish women to access to safe abortion
services compared to other women in Europe. In almost all European countries abortion is legal,
only in Poland, Ireland and Malta abortion is illegal and women’s rights are still violated.[1]

The drone will start its journey at 11 AM from “Am Winterhafen” in Frankfurt an der Oder and fly to
Słubice. There will be opportunity for the press to ask questions after the landing of the abortion
drone in Poland. The exact location will be announced on friday evening.

 

Abortion drone

Drones are used to make areal shots and for military purposes. However they can also be used to
deliver packages. Both Google and Amazon are also already testing the possibility to deliver
packages.

So drones can also be used to provide safe abortion pills by uploading the package in Germany,
where abortion is legal and delivering it into a border town in Poland where abortion is severely
restricted since 1993. The only exception is in cases of rape or incest, when woman’s life is in danger,
or if there is potential damage to fetus, and even in these cases, abortion is very difficult to obtain.

As the Abortion drone weighs less than 5 kg, is not used for any commercial purposes, will stay
within the sight of the person flying it and does not fly in controlled airspace, no authorization is
required under Polish or German law.

 

Abortion reality in Germany and Poland

According to the World Health organisation “In countries where induced abortion is legally highly
restricted and/or unavailable, safe abortion has frequently become the privilege of the rich, while
poor women have little choice but to resort to unsafe providers, causing deaths and morbidities that
become the social and financial responsibility of the public health system” and “Laws and policies on
abortion should protect women’s health and their human rights. Regulatory, policy and
programmatic barriers that hinder access to and timely provision of safe abortion care should be
removed.”

Germany, a country with 80 million population and one of the lowest abortion rates in the world
(together with Belgium and the Netherlands) had around 99700 abortions in 2014 according to the
German National Statistics bureau.
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The official number of abortions in Poland, a country with 38 million inhabitants, is only 744. If the
abortion rate in Poland is as low as in Germany, in reality at least 48000 underground abortions
take place in Poland every year!! Probably this number is much higher, as there is a lack of
appropriate sexual education and accessible contraceptive services.  Estimates are that at in reality
least 5 times more, or  240000 abortions are done in Poland (44 per 1000 women in child bearing
age have an abortion every year in Poland compared to 7 in Germany)

There is also an urgent need for compulsory non-biased sexual education and easy access to all forms
of contraceptives, including sterilization (which is also prohibited in Poland).

 

Abortion pills

The medicines used for a medical abortion, mifepristone and misoprostol, have been on the list of
essential medicines of the WHO since 2005 and are available in Germany and almost all other
European countries. However this medicine is still not registered in Poland.

Scientific research by the World health Organisation has shown that medical abortion can easily be
done by women themselves at home without supervision by health professionals. A medical abortion
has the same health impact as a spontaneous miscarriage.  Usually women themselves without
additional medical supervision handle a miscarriage.

In Poland, a pregnant woman cannot be subjected to punishment for illegal abortion or for any other
action leading to a miscarriage.

For pregnancies of up to 9 weeks (63 days) a medical abortion is done:

1-    A woman swallows 1 tablet of 200 mg Mifepristone

2-    24 hours later the woman  can put 4 tablets (800 μg) of misoprostol under the tongue
(sublingual).

 

Abortion drone flight Program 

After the flight of the Abortion drone there will be a conference with the participating organisations
starting at 14.00.
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