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21-year-old Northern Irish woman to stand
trial for 'attempting abortion’

Terminations are illegal in Northern Ireland under the 1861 Offences Against The
Person Act

Siobhan Fenton | @siobhanfenton | 6 minutes ago
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A Northern Irish woman is to stand trial accused of attempting to
bring about an abortion, it has been reported.

A 21-year-old woman from County Down, who cannot be named
for legal reasons, faces two charges; one of attempting to
terminate her own pregnancy and one of aiding someone else to
"miscarry", The Irish Times reports.

The offences are alleged to have taken place during June and July
2014.

READ MORE

Northern Ireland abortion debate reminds us freedoms are yet to be
won

The state of the Northrn Ireland's abortion laws and what could
change

Court rules Northern Ireland abortion law 'breaches human rights'
Northern Ireland abortion laws putting women's lives at risk says UN
Northern Ireland abortion ban: Court rules women aren't entitled to

The woman appeared at Belfast Magistrates’ Court yesterday for
a preliminary enquiry.

The judge confirmed that she has a case to answer and released
the defendant on bail.

Unlike the rest of the United Kingdom, abortion is illegal in
Northern Ireland unless a woman’s life is in imminent danger.

Under the Offences Against the Person Act 1861, the defendant
stands accused of “unlawfully administering to herself noxious
substances, namely the drugs Mifepristone and Misoprostol,
with the intent to procure miscarriage” and to a second party.

On 30 November 2015, Belfast High Court ruled that the
abortion ban was “incompatible with human rights”. However
the devolved parliament Stormont has so far declined to amend
the law.
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