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As the commercial drone has made its way to global markets, its uses have so
far gone beyond just flying the tool for fun, or for film and photography
purposes. In some countries, drones have been used for what some might call
a "subversive" purpose, one that makes reproductive healthcare more
accessible to those in need. Specifically, pro-choice groups have used the tool
to deliver abortion pills to women in countries with restrictive abortion laws.
Since they have been used in an international context, could drones also
deliver abortions to U.S. people seeking the procedure?

Last summer, Women on Web, formerly known as Women on Waves used
drones to deliver the abortion pill to women in Poland, where the procedure
is banned except in cases of fetal abnormality, if a patient's life is at risk, and
in cases of rape or incest. The group also recently collaborated with pro-
choice groups in Northern Ireland to deliver the pill to women who are unable
to travel outside the region to seek the procedure. Ireland's abortion laws
allow women to seek an abortion only in cases where the patient's life is in
danger.

With abortion restrictions only expanding in the U.S. — and especially in
rural states like Utah and Indiana, which have seen some nightmarish anti-
abortion bills just this past year — drones could transcend the reproductive
healthcare boundaries that American women face, just as they have in
European countries.
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Unfortunately, the same services would not necessarily be provided by
Women on Web, the international service that aims to make medication
abortions accessible to women in countries where the procedure is illegal or
restrictive. U.S. federal law mandates that abortions are legal, due to the 1973
landmark case of Roe v. Wade.

However, individual states can limit abortions and make them inaccessible
based on specific medical regulations. For instance, Utah passed an abortion
law in March that would require doctors to administer anesthesia to
individuals seeking a surgical abortion from 20 weeks gestation onward. The
requirement increases the risk of complications during the procedure, which
is so short that general anesthesia is often unnecessary. Insidious laws of this
nature present hurdles for women in the U.S. who hope to access
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reproductive healthcare, and their right to terminate a pregnancy.

Many rural states enforce mandatory consent laws, waiting periods, and
counseling for women seeking abortions that force them to seek the
procedure in another state. For instance, Indiana requires written consent
from a parent for minors to receive an abortion and a mandatory waiting
period. South Dakota law also enforces counseling and a mandatory 72-hour
waiting period, and 98 percent of counties across the state did not have an
accessible abortion clinic in 2011. The state also prohibits remote abortions,
meaning anyone seeking a medication abortion can not proceed with the
service from their own home, according to the Guttmacher Institute, posing
another issue for those who would feel more comfortable proceeding with an
at-home abortion.

This creates emotional, economic, and geographic hurdles for individuals.
Eighty-nine percent of counties across the country did not have an abortion
clinic in 2011, forcing women to travel to access the procedure, according to
the Guttmacher Institute. In fact, a third of women living in the U.S. have to
travel over 25 miles to receive an abortion, and 57 percent of women between
the ages of 15 and 44 live in a state that is "hostile or extremely hostile to
abortion rights."
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Using drones to offer abortion pills to women in rural U.S. states could
present a small aid to the problem of access. However, the aircraft also has its
own set of Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) guidelines and restrictions.
On Tuesday, the FAA announced its rules for commercial drones, which
includes most users having to operate their aircraft only during the daytime,
and for operators to receive a certification of use that must be renewed every
two years. Commercial drone operators must also pass a background check
administered by the Transportation Security Administration every two years.

Commercial drone operators with a device that weighs more than .55lbs. must
also register their drone with the FAA's Federal Drone Registration, and
failure to do so can result in sanctions that include civil penalties of $27,500
and criminal penalties that include $250,000 or three years in prison. But it's
hard to say whether drones delivering abortion pills across the U.S. would
even be possible.

Abortion drones in the U.S. could help women in rural states to at least access
the medical procedure without having to undergo the waiting period, or
mandatory consent and counseling laws. But the process of offering this kind
of delivery on such a large scale would be extremely challenging.

Images: Guttmacher Institute (1)

ADVERTISEMENT

http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2016/06/21/faa-commercial-drone-rules/85641170/
http://federaldroneregistration.com/
http://federaldroneregistration.com/faq
https://lovelace-media.imgix.net/uploads/1547/73b88e80-1a3e-0134-9e99-0697135981d7.png?


22/06/16 10:42Could Drones Delivering The Abortion Pill Help American Women Access The Care They Seek? | Bustle

Page 6 of 19http://www.bustle.com/articles/168306-could-drones-delivering-the-abortion-pill-help-american-women-access-the-care-they-seek

Must Reads

22 Co-Stars Who Did Not Get
Along On Set, Or Off

PLAY SLIDESHOW

�

28 'Game Of Thrones'
Characters Who Look Totally

Different In Real Life

PLAY SLIDESHOW

�

The 10 Most Comfortable Bras You Can Actually
Wear All Day

http://www.bustle.com/p/22-co-stars-who-did-not-get-along-on-set-off-1764
http://www.bustle.com/p/28-game-of-thrones-characters-who-look-totally-different-in-real-life-10462
http://www.bustle.com/articles/148748-the-10-most-comfortable-bras-you-can-actually-wear-all-day


22/06/16 10:42Could Drones Delivering The Abortion Pill Help American Women Access The Care They Seek? | Bustle

Page 7 of 19http://www.bustle.com/articles/168306-could-drones-delivering-the-abortion-pill-help-american-women-access-the-care-they-seek

22 Movies On Netflix That
You Didn't Know You Should

Be Watching

PLAY SLIDESHOW

�

Presented by  Head & Shoulders

9 Times Sofia Vergara Gave Us Major Hair
Inspiration

9 Signs Your Partner Is Emotionally Draining You

http://www.bustle.com/p/22-movies-on-netflix-that-you-didnt-know-you-should-be-watching-6804
http://www.bustle.com/articles/150857-9-times-sofia-vergara-gave-us-major-hair-inspiration
http://www.bustle.com/articles/166049-9-signs-your-partner-is-emotionally-draining-you
http://www.bustle.com/p/mind-blowing-photos-of-kim-k-before-she-was-famous-1743


22/06/16 10:42Could Drones Delivering The Abortion Pill Help American Women Access The Care They Seek? | Bustle

Page 8 of 19http://www.bustle.com/articles/168306-could-drones-delivering-the-abortion-pill-help-american-women-access-the-care-they-seek

Mind-Blowing Photos of Kim
Kardashian Before She Was

Famous

PLAY SLIDESHOW

�

Kendall Jenner's Short Hair Proves Summer 2016
Is The Season Of Dramatic Change

Presented by  Sherwin-Williams®

Revamp An Old Table With This DIY Paint Trick

�

Honestly, Marriage Is So Much Harder After Kids
(Romper)

http://www.bustle.com/p/mind-blowing-photos-of-kim-k-before-she-was-famous-1743
http://www.bustle.com/articles/166170-kendall-jenners-short-hair-proves-summer-2016-is-the-season-of-dramatic-change-photo
http://www.bustle.com/articles/161151-the-simplest-diy-paint-job-to-make-old-piece-of-furniture-look-like-new
https://www.romper.com/p/honestly-marriage-is-so-much-harder-after-kids-12124


22/06/16 10:42Could Drones Delivering The Abortion Pill Help American Women Access The Care They Seek? | Bustle

Page 9 of 19http://www.bustle.com/articles/168306-could-drones-delivering-the-abortion-pill-help-american-women-access-the-care-they-seek

Presented by  DIGIORNO® Pizza

8 Situations When Pizza Is Completely Necessary

33 Books That Every Badass
Woman Should Read

PLAY SLIDESHOW

�

What's Coming To Netflix In July 2016?

http://www.bustle.com/articles/144102-8-situations-when-pizza-is-completely-necessary
http://www.bustle.com/p/33-books-that-every-badass-woman-should-read-1785
http://www.bustle.com/articles/167825-whats-coming-to-netflix-in-july-2016-get-ready-to-spend-the-month-glued-to-the-couch
http://www.bustle.com/articles/147097-27-photos-of-my-fat-face-that-prove-camera-angle-is-everything-photos


22/06/16 10:42Could Drones Delivering The Abortion Pill Help American Women Access The Care They Seek? | Bustle

Page 10 of 19http://www.bustle.com/articles/168306-could-drones-delivering-the-abortion-pill-help-american-women-access-the-care-they-seek

27 Photos Of My Fat Face That Prove Camera
Angle Is Everything

I Tried Popular Drugstore Liquid Lipsticks & These
7 Are My Favorites

10 Books I Wish My White Teachers Had Read

�

15 Things Parents Did In The '90s That No Parent
Would Do Today (Romper)

http://www.bustle.com/articles/147097-27-photos-of-my-fat-face-that-prove-camera-angle-is-everything-photos
http://www.bustle.com/articles/144276-i-tried-popular-drugstore-liquid-lipsticks-these-7-are-my-favorite-ones-photos
http://www.bustle.com/articles/153390-10-books-i-wish-my-white-teachers-had-read
https://www.romper.com/p/15-things-parents-did-in-the-90s-that-no-parent-would-do-today-9192
http://www.bustle.com/articles/156702-10-ways-to-keep-thighs-from-chafing-that-actually-work


22/06/16 10:42Could Drones Delivering The Abortion Pill Help American Women Access The Care They Seek? | Bustle

Page 11 of 19http://www.bustle.com/articles/168306-could-drones-delivering-the-abortion-pill-help-american-women-access-the-care-they-seek

10 Ways to Keep Thighs From Chafing (That
Actually Work)

17 Weird But Adorable Things Couples Do
Together According To Reddit

6 Weird Signs You're Dehydrated

Presented by  Head & Shoulders

4 Easy Ways to Undo Hair Damage

http://www.bustle.com/articles/156702-10-ways-to-keep-thighs-from-chafing-that-actually-work
http://www.bustle.com/articles/106374-17-weird-but-adorable-things-couples-do-together-according-to-reddit-because-nobody-is-truly-normal
http://www.bustle.com/articles/138526-6-weird-signs-youre-dehydrated
http://www.bustle.com/articles/152351-4-easy-ways-to-undo-hair-damage
http://www.bustle.com/articles/152531-5-things-your-brain-does-during-a-breakup


22/06/16 10:42Could Drones Delivering The Abortion Pill Help American Women Access The Care They Seek? | Bustle

Page 12 of 19http://www.bustle.com/articles/168306-could-drones-delivering-the-abortion-pill-help-american-women-access-the-care-they-seek

5 Things Your Brain Does During A Breakup

7 Things Mature People Let Slide In A
Relationship

15 Kids Who Look Exactly Like Their Celebrity
Parents

Presented by  Walgreens

How To Give Back With Your Daily Purchases

http://www.bustle.com/articles/152531-5-things-your-brain-does-during-a-breakup
http://www.bustle.com/articles/167062-7-things-mature-people-let-slide-in-a-grown-ass-relationship
http://www.bustle.com/articles/135734-15-kids-who-look-exactly-like-their-celebrity-parents-photos
http://www.bustle.com/articles/144663-how-to-give-back-with-your-daily-purchases
https://www.romper.com/p/the-one-thing-you-never-noticed-about-goodnight-moon-9499


22/06/16 10:42Could Drones Delivering The Abortion Pill Help American Women Access The Care They Seek? | Bustle

Page 13 of 19http://www.bustle.com/articles/168306-could-drones-delivering-the-abortion-pill-help-american-women-access-the-care-they-seek

�

The One Thing You Never Noticed About
'Goodnight Moon' (Romper)

7 Things You Should Be Doing In Your
Relationship, But Probably Aren't

I Dressed Like Rachel Green From 'Friends' For A
Week & Here's What Happened

I Drastically Changed My Look Without Telling My
Partner & Here's What Happened

https://www.romper.com/p/the-one-thing-you-never-noticed-about-goodnight-moon-9499
http://www.bustle.com/articles/151362-7-things-you-should-be-doing-in-your-relationship-but-probably-arent
http://www.bustle.com/articles/149420-i-dressed-like-rachel-green-from-friends-for-a-week-heres-what-happened
http://www.bustle.com/articles/148485-i-drastically-changed-my-look-without-telling-my-partner-heres-what-happened
http://www.bustle.com/articles/148876-6-healthy-activities-to-do-before-bed-instead-of-staring-at-your-phone


22/06/16 10:42Could Drones Delivering The Abortion Pill Help American Women Access The Care They Seek? | Bustle

Page 14 of 19http://www.bustle.com/articles/168306-could-drones-delivering-the-abortion-pill-help-american-women-access-the-care-they-seek

6 Healthy Activities To Do Before Bed Instead Of
Staring At Your Phone

Presented by  DIGIORNO® Pizza

Host The Ultimate Night In, Because It's WAY
Easier Than It Sounds

12 Clues Your Partner Wants To End Your
Relationship

9 Shower Mistakes That Can Cause Acne

http://www.bustle.com/articles/148876-6-healthy-activities-to-do-before-bed-instead-of-staring-at-your-phone
http://www.bustle.com/articles/146237-how-to-host-the-ultimate-night-in-because-its-way-easier-than-it-sounds
http://www.bustle.com/articles/150258-12-clues-your-partner-wants-to-end-your-relationship
http://www.bustle.com/articles/149177-9-shower-mistakes-that-can-cause-acne
http://www.bustle.com/articles/150521-5-habits-that-could-be-making-your-social-anxiety-worse


22/06/16 10:42Could Drones Delivering The Abortion Pill Help American Women Access The Care They Seek? | Bustle

Page 15 of 19http://www.bustle.com/articles/168306-could-drones-delivering-the-abortion-pill-help-american-women-access-the-care-they-seek

5 Habits That Could Be Making Your Social
Anxiety Worse

Presented by  H&M

Fashion Illustrator "Travel Write Draw" Dishes on
Summer Style

The One Thing You Should Do At The Start Of
Every New Relationship

17 '90s Songs That You Heard At Every School
Dance

http://www.bustle.com/articles/150521-5-habits-that-could-be-making-your-social-anxiety-worse
http://www.bustle.com/articles/157466-fashion-illustrator-meagan-morrison-of-travel-write-draw-dishes-on-summer-style-her-new-york-drawing-her-way-around-the-world
http://www.bustle.com/articles/149523-the-one-thing-you-should-do-at-the-start-of-every-new-relationship
http://www.bustle.com/articles/149574-17-90s-songs-that-you-heard-at-every-school-dance
http://www.bustle.com/articles/149717-7-ways-to-prevent-thigh-chafing-when-wearing-dresses


22/06/16 10:42Could Drones Delivering The Abortion Pill Help American Women Access The Care They Seek? | Bustle

Page 16 of 19http://www.bustle.com/articles/168306-could-drones-delivering-the-abortion-pill-help-american-women-access-the-care-they-seek

7 Ways To Prevent Thigh Chafing When Wearing
Dresses

27 Crazy Things You Notice When You Rewatch
'Never Been Kissed"

Tattoos That Were Popular In The '90s & Are Still
The Coolest

9 Important Reminders About What Makes A
Healthy Relationship

http://www.bustle.com/articles/149717-7-ways-to-prevent-thigh-chafing-when-wearing-dresses
http://www.bustle.com/articles/149774-27-crazy-things-you-notice-when-you-rewatch-never-been-kissed
http://www.bustle.com/articles/150393-tattoos-that-were-popular-in-the-90s-are-still-the-coolest-photos
http://www.bustle.com/articles/150540-9-important-reminders-about-what-makes-a-healthy-relationship


22/06/16 10:42Could Drones Delivering The Abortion Pill Help American Women Access The Care They Seek? | Bustle

Page 17 of 19http://www.bustle.com/articles/168306-could-drones-delivering-the-abortion-pill-help-american-women-access-the-care-they-seek

Presented by  Tresemme Beauty-Full Volume

How To Pull Off Colors That 'Don't Go Together'

Hermione's Crookshanks Might Have Connected
Her To The Potters Before Harry Was Born

I Let My Grandma Dress Me For A Week & This Is
What Happened

I Cut Out Gluten, Dairy, Sugar & Alcohol For A
Month & Here's What I Realized

http://www.bustle.com/articles/142975-how-to-pull-off-colors-that-dont-go-together-because-those-old-rules-are-nonsense
http://www.bustle.com/articles/151208-hermiones-crookshanks-might-have-connected-her-to-the-potters-before-harry-was-born
http://www.bustle.com/articles/123548-i-let-my-grandma-dress-me-for-a-week-this-is-what-happened
http://www.bustle.com/articles/143515-i-cut-out-gluten-dairy-sugar-alcohol-for-a-month-heres-what-i-realized


22/06/16 10:42Could Drones Delivering The Abortion Pill Help American Women Access The Care They Seek? | Bustle

Page 18 of 19http://www.bustle.com/articles/168306-could-drones-delivering-the-abortion-pill-help-american-women-access-the-care-they-seek

I Dressed Like Lorelai Gilmore For A Week &
Here's What Happened

Which U.S. City Has The Most Coffee Shops?

Why Stephanie Tanner's 'Fuller House' Style
Matters For Young Women

4 Problems In Your Community That Need Your

http://www.bustle.com/articles/143072-i-dressed-like-lorelai-gilmore-for-a-week-heres-what-happened
http://www.bustle.com/articles/155686-which-us-city-has-the-most-coffee-shops-these-are-the-best-places-for-coffee-lovers-in-america
http://www.bustle.com/articles/145709-why-stephanie-tanners-fuller-house-style-matters-for-young-women
http://www.bustle.com/articles/118926-4-problems-in-your-community-that-need-your-attention-how-you-can-help


22/06/16 10:42Could Drones Delivering The Abortion Pill Help American Women Access The Care They Seek? | Bustle

Page 19 of 19http://www.bustle.com/articles/168306-could-drones-delivering-the-abortion-pill-help-american-women-access-the-care-they-seek

Presented by  Walgreens

Attention & How You Can Help

9 Actors Who Played Two Different Characters
On 'Gilmore Girls'

5 Wage Gap Statistics That Are Impossible To
Argue With

16 'Pride And Prejudice' Quotes That Will Make
You Understand Why It's Universally Adored

http://www.bustle.com/articles/118926-4-problems-in-your-community-that-need-your-attention-how-you-can-help
http://www.bustle.com/articles/141080-9-actors-who-played-two-different-characters-on-gilmore-girls
http://www.bustle.com/articles/153867-5-wage-gap-statistics-that-are-impossible-to-argue-with
http://www.bustle.com/articles/158113-16-pride-prejudice-quotes-that-will-make-you-understand-why-its-universally-adored

