'It's an act of defiance’: Drone delivers abortion pills to women in Northern Ireland
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pills to women in Northern Ireland

——

. . . —

Find out how much your home is worth

By Meabh Ritchie
21JUNE 2016 - 12:15PM

drone carrying abortion pills flew into Northern Ireland on Tuesday
morning to highlight the strict laws governing terminations in Ireland,
north and south.

The drone set off from Omeath in County Louth, Ireland at 10am and landed
shortly after at Narrow Water, near Newry in Northern Ireland, where some of
the women present swallowed a pill.

A coalition of pro-choice groups were behind the flight - Alliance For Choice,
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'It's an act of defiance’: Drone delivers abortion pills to women in Northern Ireland

Rosa, Labour Alternative and Women On Waves, which staged a similar stunt
from Germany to Poland in 2015 - and in a statement, said that no laws were
being broken.

The women who took the pills didn't disclose whether they were pregnant. A
number of police officers were present at the landing site, but they did not
confiscate the medication, which had been prescribed by two doctors.

The drone carrying abortion pills which flew into Northern Ireland crepit: Rosa IRELAND/ROSA IRELAND

The drugs being carried by the drone, mifepristone and misoprostol, can be
taken up to nine weeks into a pregnancy.

Eighteen-year-old Courtney Robinson, from the political party Labour
Alternative (pictured), described the stunt as an "act of defiance".

“I took the pills to counter the lies of anti-choice groups and some politicians
that these pills aren’t safe," she told Telegraph Women. "They’re approved by
the World Health Organisation and they’re used all over Europe, and yet women
(in Northern Ireland) are being prosecuted for taking them... This is an act of
solidarity with them."

She added: “As long as politicians in Stormont and the Dail (the Irish parliament)
continue to ignore human rights, we aren’t going to stop."
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Courtney Robinson (L) and Lucy Simpson take abortion pills flown in by drone creoir: Rosa IRELAND/ROSA
IRELAND

The stunt aims to highlight the strict laws which criminalise

abortions in Ireland, except for a minority of cases, and the fact that Irish
women are forced to cross borders and travel to access terminations in the vast
majority of cases, including where a woman has been raped and in cases where
the fetus can't survive outside the womb.

In Northern Ireland, the maximum penalty for the crime of administering a drug
to induce miscarriage under the relevant law - the Offences Against The Person
Act 1861 - is life imprisonment. In the Irish Republic, the offence of procuring an
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abortion carries a potential 14-year jail term.

In April a 21-year-old woman was handed a suspended sentence by a judge in
Belfast after she bought drugs on the internet to induce a miscarriage because
she could not afford to fly to England.

In a statement, the coalition of campaigners said of the event: "It is an all-island
act of solidarity between women in the north and the south to highlight the
violation of human rights caused by the existing laws that criminalise abortion
in both Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland except in very limited
circumstances."

Women hand themselves in for buying abortion pills
01:05

As the drone was flying over the Irish border, Belfast’s High Court continued
to hear an appeal against a ruling which found that banning abortion in cases of

rape, incest or fatal foetal was incompatible with human rights legislation.

Activists involved with the drone flight are planning to campaign against the
appeal at the court at 2.30pm today.

In June, a UN committee ruled that the Republic of Ireland's abortion law was a

violation of women's rights.
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FAQ | NI abortion laws

What is the law in NI?

It is unlawful to perform an abortion, except to preserve the life
or mental health of the mother, and anyone who performs the
procedure faces life imprisonment.

What about the 1967 Abortion Act?
It applies everywhere in the UK, except Northern Ireland

Can women have abortions on the NHS?

Even if they travel to England, they have to pay for it privately. In
the last five years, 24,599 women travelled from the north and
south of Ireland, where abortion is also banned, to England or
Wales for terminations

Is Northern Ireland’s law about to change?

The Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission (NIHRC) took a
case against the Department of Justice, to try and change the law
to offer women and girls a choice of accessing a termination in
circumstances of fatal foetal abnormality, rape or incest.

The judge agreed with the NIHRC that the current law is
incompatible with human rights law and results in a breach of
the rights of women and girls seeking a termination of pregnancy
in these circumstances. But he said it was up to politicians to
change it.

The ruling has since been appealed and is being heard in Belfast's
High Court in June, 2016.

DO
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