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Protesters on the ‘Annual March for Choice’ in Dublin, Ireland in 2014 Rex

Derry is a city full of kindnesses. It is a city blessed with a culture
of women helping women. But in 1966 there was an oppressive
silence throughout the whole of Northern Ireland. The catalyst?
Abortion.
A group of forward-thinking and courageous women set up
Alliance for Choice in Derry to promote reform, discussion of
abortion and changes to abortion law; their work continues today.
In 1967, the UK Abortion Act was introduced – but not in
Northern Ireland. In Northern Ireland it rescued only those
women who could aﬀord travel to Britain for a legal abortion.
In the 1970s, I was working for Belfast Welfare Department as a
social worker. The only abortions poorer people with crisis
pregnancies could aﬀord then were on the backstreets and they
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were very dangerous. Better-oﬀ women could aﬀord to travel and
pay for access to legal abortion in Britain.
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NI is stuck in the 19th century, opposed to equal marriage and
still controls women's bodies. Incredible that NI is part of the
UK.
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