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Dutch activist group Women on Waves has used a drone to deliver pregnancy termination drugs to two women in Poland.
The “Abortion Drone” was piloted from Frankfurt, Germany, over the Oder river, and delivered the abortion drugs
misoprostol and mifepristone in Słubice, Poland, reports CNET.

A Dutch gynecologist provided the drugs, which were delivered safely to the two women who were waiting for the
delivery with Feminoteka, a Polish women’s advocacy group.

Women on Waves has said that the drone delivery was a protest centered on Poland’s abortion policy. Abortion is
currently illegal in the country, except for cases of incest or rape.  If the fetus is a threat to a mother’s life, an abortion can
be performed within 24 weeks of pregnancy.

The German police attempted to intervene, according to a release on the Women on Waves website. The group reported
that the two women managed to swallow the pills before the police confiscated the drone controllers and personal iPads.

The police “already admitted that flying the drone over the border was not illegal but now want to test a violation of the
Arzneimittelgesetz (medicines law). However as required by that law the medicines were provided on prescription by a
doctor and both Poland and Germany are part of Schengen,” the group wrote, referring to the Schengen agreement that
loosened controls over some European borders.

Given Poland’s abortion laws, women often seek potentially life-threatening,
under-the-radar abortions, reports CNET.

This was “a symbolic operation designed to show that just a few kilometers
(between the take-off and the landing site) can be a gulf in terms of respect for
women’s rights, reproductive rights which are human rights,” Jula Gaweda , of
Feminoteka, told the AFP.

“The operation went well,” she added.

 (Women on Waves)
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