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Abortion boat escorted from Morocco
Thursday, October 04, 2012 ­ 08:27 PM

Police have escorted from Moroccan waters a small yacht carrying women’s rights activists
claiming to be able to perform abortions on board, after anti­abortion protesters jeered them on
land.

The Dutch group Women On Waves sailed the boat around the harbour in the northern town of
Smir with banners advertising an information hotline about abortion, which is illegal in most
cases in the North African country.

A day earlier, the group said a ship which can provide “safe, legal, medical abortions” was on its
way from the Netherlands.

Medical professionals have travelled before to European nations to raise awareness – the group’s
founder said abortions had been performed on board ship in international waters off Poland.

The visit to Smir was the abortion rights group’s first event in a Muslim country.

Abortion in Morocco is illegal, except in rare cases where the mother’s life is threatened and it is
also illegal to give out information about it.

Moroccan officials had said the boat would not be allowed in to the harbour and police sealed
the port for what they called “military manoeuvres”, denying journalists access.

But this afternoon, activists from Women On Waves said they had already stationed a sailing
boat in the harbour several days ago, fearing the port would be shut down. That boat took off
around the harbour, about an hour after the group’s founder approached crowds of protesters
on the ground, trying to hand out fliers on abortion in Arabic and French.

Police later boarded the Dutch­flagged yacht and escorted it out of the marina. No­one was
charged.

“We launched a hotline that gives information to women here in Morocco, because the ship can
never solve the problem here for everyone,” said Rebecca Gomperts, the organisation’s founder.

The hotline contains a recorded message explaining which easily available medication in
Morocco can be used to perform an abortion.

Some 200 protesters in Smir targeted the activists outside the sealed gates of the marina. The
protesters, some in conservative Muslim robes and headscarves, carried pictures of bloody
embryos and shouted “Terrorist!” and “Assassin!” at Ms Gomperts.

“We are here because we cannot accept these values, the values of massacre,” said protester
Abdessamad Zilali, 23. “It is not part of our tradition to kill the unborn.”

Police pushed back shouting protesters who tried to get closer to Ms Gomperts, and said she
was escorted away for her own protection.

The Women On Waves boat was invited to Morocco by a local women’s rights organisation
seeking the legalisation of abortion in the North African kingdom.

Founded in 1999, Women On Waves aims to spread information about safe medical abortions
induced by medication and has previously angered authorities in conservative Catholic
countries.

TOP STORIES MOST READ MOST VIRAL

Recommend 2

11­14

DIGITAL EDITION PHOTOS COMPETITIONS TODAY'S DEAL BOOK STORE

NEWSNEWS SPORTSPORT BUSINESSBUSINESS OPINIONOPINION PROPERTYPROPERTY LIFESTYLELIFESTYLE TITANIC 100TITANIC 100
BREAKING NEWS TODAY'S PAPER COMMENT/ANALYSIS WORLD FARMING WEATHER ARCHIVES TEXT ONLY FAMILY NOTICES

Find a...

search  

http://www.tickles.ie/deals/ViewDeal?scheduleId=a86de87b-55bb-41b9-b8f6-9fde15b2eaa3&Location=1
http://www.irishexaminer.com/ireland/skydivers-36km-jump-bids-to-break-sound-barrier-210251.html
http://www.irishexaminer.com/ireland/cash-strapped-council-needs-dig-out-to-maintain-roads-210278.html
http://www.irishexaminer.com/sport/midfield-dilemma-for-trap-210324.html
http://www.irishexaminer.com/sport/cole-to-face-huge-fines-for-tweet-210325.html
http://www.irishexaminer.com/lifestyle/special-report-day-1-teens-spill-it-on-the-viciousness-of-cyberbullying-210221.html
http://www.irishexaminer.com/lifestyle/rolling-back-the-years-at-knoxs-210105.html
http://www.irishexaminer.com/world/murder-accused-weeps-at-court-hearing-210263.html
http://www.irishexaminer.com/world/bbc-chief-apologises-to-saviles-alleged-sex-victims-210264.html
http://www.irishexaminer.com/business/gdp-predicted-to-rise-by-08-210289.html
http://www.irishexaminer.com/business/quarter-of-smes-expect-to-cut-jobs-poll-210294.html
http://www.irishexaminer.com/breakingnews/world/abortion-boat-escorted-from-morocco-569422.html#
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.irishexaminer.com%2Fbreakingnews%2Fworld%2Fabortion-boat-escorted-from-morocco-569422.html&source=tweetbutton&text=Abortion%20boat%20escorted%20from%20Morocco%20%7C%20Irish%20Examiner%3A&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.irishexaminer.com%2Fbreakingnews%2Fworld%2Fabortion-boat-escorted-from-morocco-569422.html%23.UHN3beUaPEY.twitter&via=irishexaminer
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.irishexaminer.com%2Fbreakingnews%2Fworld%2Fabortion-boat-escorted-from-morocco-569422.html
http://www.irishexaminer.com/breakingnews/world/abortion-boat-escorted-from-morocco-569422.html#
http://www.irishexaminer.com/breakingnews/world/abortion-boat-escorted-from-morocco-569422.html#
http://www.irishexaminer.com/breakingnews/world/abortion-boat-escorted-from-morocco-569422.html#
javascript:history.go(-1)
http://www.irishexaminer.com/
http://www.irishexaminer.com/
http://www.irishexaminer.com/weather/
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BAEYgYndzUKq2JYS6nQTriIEgt-ea5AIAAAAQASCetfQBOABQlIisjQdYj5KIvzpgyba4jNSkqBCyARV3d3cuaXJpc2hleGFtaW5lci5jb226AQlnZnBfaW1hZ2XIAQLaAV9odHRwOi8vd3d3LmlyaXNoZXhhbWluZXIuY29tL2JyZWFraW5nbmV3cy93b3JsZC9hYm9ydGlvbi1ib2F0LWVzY29ydGVkLWZyb20tbW9yb2Njby01Njk0MjIuaHRtbKkCbyxO02zAtT7AAgLgAgDqAh8vMTAwNTA1NS9JRV9Ub3BfUmlnaHRfTWFya2V0aW5n-AKB0h6QA-ADmAOMBqgDAcgDnQTQBJBO4AQBoAYU&num=0&sig=AOD64_1n0i77M1xRFwHEoMTMZMljxj9_hw&client=ca-pub-2703046863748014&adurl=http://www.irishexaminer.com/promo/the-irish-examiner--now-delivered-anywhere-virtually-126.html
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C6FmlYndzUO6JJozynQSLloHQB8zwiuwC5LWv4Di_4R4QASCetfQBUIislpYDYMm2uIzUpKgQoAGBp4n_A8gBAuACAKgDAcgDnQSqBNsBT9BBol4LCiVgAzmcsBTb6oYrnTy-67K5tn0ewRw2kptxCHeg3V-zA9TvY_5DNTe1saaY-RknrRxx97jfzYHzP4swShCBF3wjPtr3vWisBYf3dr2QHLTssmARneqeddXadCmD6KTBG4igCnolOw_1XAkltA1-WDKj8Wy0SkLb9c7J7sQxluqNWIEJCRsbCHEIxdHAF7mdeIIMGxpornsyj2sCJpTVSa8MFmexMmkOAhpO2TelfaAFD6ajEdSQUL_LZw2g5j5MAjbK5rCCdN_QSq-ruZs3DPpSezSh4AQBoAYC&num=1&sig=AOD64_2HbVz9nTo56qSu7Oov-sURKYST5g&client=ca-pub-2703046863748014&adurl=http://w3.newsmax.com/a/aftershockb/video47g.cfm%3FPROMO_CODE%3DF67A-1
http://twitter.com/irishexaminer
http://www.facebook.com/irishexaminer
http://www.youtube.com/irishexaminer
http://storify.com/IrishExaminer
http://www.irishexaminer.com/events/
http://www.irishexaminer.com/competitions/sign-up-to-our-newsletter-11.html
http://www.irishexaminer.com/breakingnews/world/abortion-boat-escorted-from-morocco-569422.html#top
http://www.irishexaminer.com/breakingnews/world/abortion-boat-escorted-from-morocco-569422.html#read
http://www.irishexaminer.com/breakingnews/world/abortion-boat-escorted-from-morocco-569422.html#trend
http://www.irishexaminer.com/promo/the-irish-examiner--now-delivered-anywhere-virtually-126.html
http://photos.examiner.ie/
http://www.irishexaminer.com/competitions/
http://www.tickles.ie/
http://www.irishexaminer.com/opinion/books/store/
http://www.irishexaminer.com/
http://www.irishexaminer.com/sport/
http://www.irishexaminer.com/business/
http://www.irishexaminer.com/opinion/
http://www.irishexaminer.com/property/
http://www.irishexaminer.com/lifestyle/
http://titanic.irishexaminer.com/
http://www.irishexaminer.com/breakingnews/
http://www.irishexaminer.com/ireland/
http://www.irishexaminer.com/analysis/
http://www.irishexaminer.com/world/
http://www.irishexaminer.com/farming/
http://www.irishexaminer.com/weather/
http://www.irishexaminer.com/archives/
http://www.irishexaminer.com/text/
http://www.irishexaminer.com/familynotices/
http://dating.irishexaminer.com/
http://www.recruitireland.com/
http://www.motornet.ie/
http://www.irishexaminer.com/property/


10/8/12 Abortion boat escorted from Morocco | Irish Examiner

2/2www.irishexaminer.com/breakingnews/world/abortion‑boat‑escorted‑from‑morocco‑569422.html

© Examiner Publications (Cork) Limited, City Quarter, Lapps Quay, Cork. Registered in Ireland: 73385.

TweetTweet 2 0

The group travelled to Ireland in 2001, Poland in 2003 and Spain, and was banned from
entering Portugal’s waters in 2004.
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