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Guatemala blocks Dutch 'abortion ship'

Women on Waves is an organization that tries to help women in the early stages of pregnancy who have difficulty
accessing abortion. In Guatemala, abortion is only legal if the mother's life is in danger.
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The Guatemalan military said on Thursday that it had sent one its vessels to intercept a Dutch "abortion ship" in international waters just
off the country's coast. The rights group Women on Waves, which hopes to help Guatemalans circumvent their government's ban on

terminating pregnancy, complained that their boat was being illegally detained.

"The military will not permit this group to carry out its activities in the country," read an official complaint from the army penned at the

behest of President Jimmy Morales.

Women on Waves fired back, saying that Guatemala's navy was "obstructing a lawful protest against the state's restrictions on the

Guatemalan women's right to safe abortion."

They also stressed the need for abortion for health reasons, including the spread of the Zika virus, which can have devastating effects on

infants: "Especially at the dawn of the Zika crisis, access to safe abortion is fundamentally an issue of social justice."

The group said that around 65,000 women in Central America have illegal and unsafe abortions each year.
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Activists and doctors from the Netherlands, Germany, Austria, Brazil, Spain and Guatemala itself were taking part in the mission

An uphill battle

The plan was to shepherd five women at a time to the ship via a small dinghy, and then give them medication that induces abortion.

According to an Austrian doctor on the ship, the pills are 99 percent safe and have been approved by the World Health Organization.

The army argued, however, that because the activists had not declared the motive of their trip, they could not legally go ashore. On top of
this, crowds of protesters from Christian groups were at the ready to block their path, and even broke up a small press conference the

group tried to hold to explain their mission.

Women on Waves met with similar problems in 2012, when they tried to complete a similar objective off the coast of Morocco. The
country's navy prevented them from docking. They have successfully carried out their mission in European nations where abortion can be

difficult to procure, such as Ireland and Poland - though they are met with protesters wherever they travel.
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German doctor re-ignites debate after banning abortions in clinic

When the chief physician of a German hospital decided not to perform abortions on religious grounds, he triggered a heated debate on an almost
forgotten topic: Is it legal to refuse women an abortion? (09.02.2017)

Irish politicians leave abortion to the people
Ireland's politicians have asked a panel of 99 citizens to examine one of its most contentious topics: abortion. But not everyone relishes the idea. Gavan
Reilly reports from Dublin. (26.01.2017)

After Trump cuts, Dutch consider funding safe abortions in developing countries
The Dutch government is planning to set up a fund to finance safe abortions in developing countries. The move comes after US President Donald Trump
halted US funding for such programs. (25.01.2017)

Oklahoma bill would force women to get men's permission for abortion
An Oklahoma bill that would require women seeking an abortion to first get permission from the father has moved forward. The male Republican
lawmaker who wrote the bill has described pregnant women as "hosts." (15.02.2017)

WHO ends Zika global health emergency, moves to long-term response
The Zika virus emergency is over, the UN's World Health Organisation (WHO) officials have declared. But strong action against the virus is still needed.
(18.11.2016)
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