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A Dutch "abortion ship" was Thursday due to arrive in a Guatemalan port to provide
free help to women to end unwanted pregnancies, aiming to circumvent the country's
strict laws.
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The ship will visit the harbour of the
Puerto San Jose, about 100 kilometres
(60 miles) south of Guatemala City and
will stay for five days, the organisation
said in a statement.

"The ship can provide women with free
legal medical abortions till 10 weeks of
pregnancy after sailing to international waters, 12 miles outside Guatemala," it added.

Counselling, treatment and after care would also be available for women seeking their
services.

Women choosing to end their pregnancy will be given a combination of two pills,
Organisation has shownlsvery safe and effective," the Amsterdam-based
organisation said.

Every year some "21,600 women are hospitalised with complications, and unsafe
abortions are the third cause of maternal death" in Guatemala, it added.

Women on Waves was set up in 1999, and has sparked controversy in the past with its
abortion ships.

Its founder, Rebecca Gomberts, confirmed to AFP that the Guatemala trip was the first
since a 2012 campaign in Morocco, when the Moroccan navy blocked the harbour to
prevent the ship from docking.

Speaking late Wednesday from Guatemala before the campaign was unveiled,
Gomberts said the team was "very nervous" about putting in place all the correct
preparations and legal paperwork.

Although all abortions are illegal in Guatemala, except to save the mother's life, "the
medical abortions are provided in international waters" which "means there is no
violation of the Guatemalan abortion law," the organisation said.

In past years, a Women on Waves ship has also visited Ireland, Poland, Portugal and
Spain, sparking protests in each country from pro-life groups.

The group argued Thursday that "especially at the dawn of the Zika crisis, access to
safe abortion is fundamentally an issue of social justice".

It urged the Guatemalan government to "remove abortion from the penal code" saying
it was "a regular medical procedure and a human right" and called for access to
contraceptives and free, safe abortions.

Explore further: More providers of safe abortion care can save thousands of
women's lives

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2017-02-dutch-abortion-ship-due-guatemala.html
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More providers of safe abortion care

-.3’ can save thousands of women's lives
February 1, 2017
t" A change in attitudes, increased knowledge and more non-physician
; healthcare providers trained to perform safe abortions — this is the
recipe for increasing the number of caregivers offering abortion care

and fighting global ...

Dutch NGO offers pregnant women with Zika free

online abortion aid  Febray 2, 2016

A Dutch NGO said Tuesday it has launched an international effort offering pregnant
women infected with the Zika virus free pills to trigger an abortion, aiming to halt any
rush towards unsafe terminations.
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et

ArhAnl Tha dictancra narme ~an traual ie

Please sign in to add a comment. Registration is free, and takes less than a minute. Read more

o ]

{ password }

Click here to reset your password.
Sign in to get notified via email when new comments are made.

top Help Science X Account Cancer / Oncology
Home About us Sponsored Account HIV & AIDS news

Search FAQ Newsletter Immunology news
Mobile version Contact RSS feeds Genetics news

© Medical Xpress 2011 - 2017, Science X network

Connect

Privacy Policy Terms of Use Medical Disclaimer

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2017-02-dutch-abortion-ship-due-guatemala.html 212


https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuqs-eWgzv7pMvZGB4XgJ7byfmaO_BG3D6f6m8jKiBEhF9hYtOH0f-cAL6m3RwZnrE9pwLSgfcR07ww4LsiKg2T2qDMcjF2dY34mrnkqLR9ApKtahSqOGj0F_877CvxYMQ6wkAvU00RdqQTElQ70hBazMu7pSGXfdgIgfw-kTIf-HmKqyO4EF7OBHrkQ5gR3PHP_JMAOK6iWvM7WaijAKjsmfuYmHbf3Z1dv-YPFHMC4g&sig=Cg0ArKJSzOsAu62Hnhdt&adurl=https://twitter.com/medical_xpress
https://sciencex.com/profile/login/
https://sciencex.com/help/account/
https://sciencex.com/profile/login/?code=pwdreset
https://twitter.com/share
https://plus.google.com/share?url=https://medicalxpress.com/news/2017-02-dutch-abortion-ship-due-guatemala.html
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2017-02-safe-abortion-thousands-women.html#nRlv
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2017-02-safe-abortion-thousands-women.html#nRlv
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2016-02-dutch-ngo-pregnant-women-zika.html#nRlv
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2012-10-dutch-abortion-ship-morocco.html#nRlv
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2017-02-portions-fruit-vegetables-day-million.html#nRlv
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2017-02-portions-fruit-vegetables-day-million.html#nRlv
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2017-02-fda-urged-abortion-pill-sold.html#nRlv
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2017-02-achoo-distance-germs.html#nRlv
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2017-02-achoo-distance-germs.html#nRlv
https://medicalxpress.com/
https://medicalxpress.com/search/
https://m.medicalxpress.com/
https://sciencex.com/help/
https://medicalxpress.com/help/about-us-medical/
https://medicalxpress.com/help/contactus/
https://medicalxpress.com/help/feedback/
https://sciencex.com/profile/
https://sciencex.com/help/donate/
https://sciencex.com/profile/nwletter/
https://medicalxpress.com/feeds/
https://medicalxpress.com/cancer-news/
https://medicalxpress.com/hiv-aids-news/
https://medicalxpress.com/immunology-news/
https://medicalxpress.com/genetics-news/
https://www.facebook.com/medicalxpress
https://twitter.com/medical_xpress
https://plus.google.com/+Medicalxpress/
https://medicalxpress.com/feeds/
https://sciencex.com/help/newsletter/
https://m.medicalxpress.com/
https://medicalxpress.com/help/privacy/
https://medicalxpress.com/help/terms/
https://medicalxpress.com/help/disclaimer/
https://sciencex.com/

