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Doctor by Drone? Poland
Is About to Find Out

Drones have
been used to
deliver groceries,
spray pesticides,
and drop bombs.
But a drone set
to fly over Poland
this weekend has
a different aim:
distributing
medication to
women seeking abortions. 

In an act of protest organized by four European women's rights
organizations, the drone will travel roughly a mile and a half,
crossing the border from Frankfurt an der Oder, Germany, to
Slubice, Poland, just on the other side of the Oder River.  

It's a short flight, but the implications are significant. In
Germany, abortion is legal up to 12 weeks into a pregnancy.
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But in Poland, where the drone is set to drop the medical
abortion pills mifepristone and misoprostol, women do not
enjoy the same freedom. It is one of just three European
countries—the others are Ireland and Malta—where abortion is
severely restricted (it's allowed in cases of rape or incest or if
pregnancy or childbirth poses a risk to the mother's life). 

The drone's flight over Poland, which was co-organized by the
Dutch activist group Women on Waves, isn't the first such
campaign to raise awareness about abortion laws around the
world. Founded by gynecologist Rebecca Gomperts, Women
on Waves has set up mobile abortion clinics on boats in
international waters to serve women living in countries where
abortion is illegal. Since 2001, the clinic has made successful
expeditions to Ireland, Poland, Portugal, Spain, and Morocco.
Those performed a medical service safely; it's not clear how the
abortion pills dropped from the drone will reach pregnant
women, and serious side effects can occur in certain types of
pregnancies. 

So, Why Should You Care?  In spite of its illegal status, Poland
has one of the highest estimated abortion rates globally, which
suggests women aren't getting medical care from trained
professionals. Nearly half of all abortions worldwide are unsafe,
and the vast majority of those occur in developing countries,
according to Guttmacher Institute. The procedures can be
deadly: Complications from unsafe abortions were linked to an
estimated 13 percent of all maternal deaths
worldwide. Dropping abortion pills over a small Polish town
likely won't lead to sweeping reproductive health reform, and it
may not even be a practical option for women seeking an
abortion in Poland. Still, the stunt does have the potential to
raise awareness about reproductive rights and restrictive health
care laws around the world. 

Related stories on TakePart:

• Why Jemima Kirke Had an Abortion Without Anesthesia

• Arizona Senate Approves Reversible Abortion Bill

• Do You Live in a State That's Hostile to Abortion? More
Than Half of American Women Do

Original article from TakePart
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Anti-Uber protests turn violent in
France (27 photos)
Protests against ride-booking app Uber turned
violent in France as cabbies torched cars, blocked
roads and attacked a vehicle carrying AmericanYahoo NewsView

Corrections Officer Gene Palmer
Gave Prison Escapees Paint and
Tools in Exchange for Art,
Documents Say
Gene Palmer, 57, of Dannemora, was arrestedABC NewsPlay

After a year long
genetic study this
shocking fact
After a year long genetic study
this shocking fact was found o… 

Emerging Israel gas deal ignites
fierce debate
JERUSALEM (AP) — When natural gas was
discovered a few years ago off the shores of
resource-poor Israel, it was heralded as nothingAssociated Press

IS sells 42 Yazidi women to fighters
in Syria: monitor
The Islamic State group on Thursday sold 42 Iraqi
women it had abducted from the Yazidi religious
minority to its fighters in eastern Syria, a monitorAFP

Los Angeles sheriff's
deputies found guilty in
jail beating
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Three Los
Angeles County sheriff's deputies
were convicted Wednesday in…
federal court in the beating of aAssociated Press

9 Facts About Eating Disorders That May
Surprise You
Eating disorders, which were all the buzz in the 80s, may make for a
hot headline these days if a celebrity is spotted looking like a waif, orU.S.News & World Report

2015 Mortgage Rates
Take Huge Dip -
2.75% APR
Rates now at 2.75% APR -
$200K mortgage for $803/mo.… 

'Endangered' Cougar Has Likely
Been Extinct for 70 Years
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) is planning
to remove the eastern cougar from the endangered
species list after determining the subspecies hasLiveScience.com

Fox News sacks Sarah Palin. Why?
Is Sarah Palin's star fading? Fox News, which helped the polarizing
former Alaska governor remain in the spotlight as a regular
contributor after Sen. John McCain's (and his running mate's) defeatChristian Science Monitor

Iraqi F-16 Fighter Jet
Crashes in Arizona
During Training
Mission
The F-16 fighter jet that crashed
in Arizona overnight was actually

…
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owned by the Iraqi Air Force a…ABC News

Turkey's Erdogan sees red over
'giant table' accusations
Already stung by accusations that his presidential
palace in Ankara is a megalomaniac folly, Turkey's
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan is facing newAFP

Stephen Hawking
"This Could Destroy
Civilization"
Physicist Stephen Hawking has
issued a stark warning on thin… 

How to Lower Your Cable Bill with
Help from the FCC
A few things are certain in life: Death, taxes and
monthly cable bills that keep going up.
However, Ars Technica has found that filing formalBGR News

Suit: Family flees home after getting
letters from 'Watcher'
ELIZABETH, N.J. (AP) — A couple who says they
were scared away from their new $1.4 million home
because of creepy letters from a stalker has suedAssociated Press

IS 'executes 23 Kurds'
in village near Syria's
Kobane
Islamic State group fighters
executed at least 23 Syrian
Kurds, among them women an…
children, in a village south of theAFP

Photos of the day - June 24, 2015 (19
photos)
A baby hippopotamus swims in the zoo of Karlruhe,
Germany; a gust of wind blows away Pope Francis'
skullcap; and, a Kashmiri woman walks on aYahoo NewsView

Classic Golf Mistakes
Amateurs Make at the
Tee
Let this top Coach to over 200
touring pros fix your swing, ad… 

NY prison guard helped escapees in
exchange for snitching, art:
documents
By Pete DeMola PLATTSBURGH, N.Y. (Reuters) - A
guard charged in the upstate New York escape ofReuters

When Heart Palpitations Become a Problem
For two years, Leah would have heart fluttering -- to the point where
you could see her chest moving vigorously -- with no clear inciting
event or warning. The term "palpitation" refers to the sensation thatU.S.News & World Report

Western wildfires: California fire
grows, forces evacuations
Wildfires are charging through several dry Western
states, including a blaze in California that showed
new life after burning for a week and forced someAssociated Press
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