
20/01/2017 Chile: Senators debate abortion measure 1 vote away from becoming law

http://www.humanosphere.org/global-health/2017/01/chile-is-one-step-away-from-legalizing-abortion-in-some-cases/ 1/4

TRENDING Chile: Senators debate abortion measure one vote away from beco…     Search...

Donate Now!

GLOBAL HEALTH HUMAN RIGHTS WORLD POLITICS SCIENCE SOCIAL BUSINESS ENVIRONMENT BASICS OPINION

CHANGEUP

Calling All Local Humanospherians...
We will be gathering for our monthly
ChangeUp (beer drinking)  

Thursday, Jan. 19, 6-8 pm 
Cuadra No. 32 
2132 1st Ave  
Seattle, WA 98121 

LEARN MORE 

SEARCH OUR SITE

Search …  SEARCH

HUMANOSPHERE UPDATES

Get our freshest news content in your inbox!

Email address SIGN UP

POPULAR POSTS

Here are �ve reasons why 2017 will be
better than 2016
by Tom Murphy

Bill Gates extends philanthropic e�orts
to another Reddit gift exchange
by Lisa Nikolau

Extreme inequality: Only 8 men hold
same wealth as half the world
by Joanne Lu

Record rainfall puts Thailand’s �ood
resilience to the test
by Joanne Lu

No tech needed: Skin-to-skin contact for
premature babies saves lives and has
long-term bene�ts

by Tom Murphy

 0

GLOBAL HEALTH

BY LISA NIKOLAU ON 19 JANUARY 2017

Chile's President Michelle Bachelet discussing the proposed abortion measure at UN Women in 2015.

(Credit: UN Women/Flickr)

Chile: Senators debate abortion measure one vote
away from becoming law

Anti-abortion senators in Chile are arguing against a measure that is now one vote away from

allowing abortion under certain circumstances.

It has taken lawmakers two years to get to this point. President Michelle Bachelet initially

proposed a bill to decriminalize some abortions two years ago. In March 2016, the lower

house of Congress approved the bill; the Senate Health Commission approved the bill in

September. On Monday, La Nacion reported, the measure passed the Senate panel with a 3-2

vote, and will now need a full-Senate vote to become a law.

Anti-abortion senators presented their argument against the measure yesterday, and

introduced an initiative that would provide comprehensive care for women with complex

pregnancies. The initiative would provide psychological and economic support as well

as preference for medical hours both during pregnancy and after childbirth. The proposal

would cost close to $12 billion Chilean pesos ($18 million USD). 

The president of the right-wing Independent Democratic Union (UDI), Jacqueline van

Rysselberghe, said that “accompaniment is the way to tackle complex pregnancies, protecting

women and their unborn children, not the government’s response to legalize abortion, which

impairs the dignity of the people,” Chilean broadcaster ADN reported.
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The abortion measure under consideration would decriminalize the procedure up to 12 weeks

gestation under three conditions: if the pregnancy puts the woman’s health at risk, if the fetus

is unviable and in rape cases. 

Tireless opposition

Chile’s pro-choice politicians and advocates have faced �erce opposition over the years. Since

1990, legislators have submitted 15 abortion-related bills to Congress. Today, many right-

leaning politicians and interest groups continue to protest any change in the legislation.

RELATED  Philippines president orders free contraceptives for 6 million women

The Roman Catholic Church is leading the opposition, and in September organized an anti-

abortion rally in the nation’s capital that drew support from tens of thousands of people.

One of the senators who voted against the measure this week, Hernán Larraín of the far-right

Independent Democrat Union (UDI), told reporters he opposed the measure because it is

unconstitutional. Should the measure get full Senate approval, he added, its opposition plans

to take it to the Constitutional Court.

“We want legislation to protect life and this project breaks that principle,” Larraín said. “This is

a project that obviously would have to change our constitution to approve it and I don’t think

that is justi�ed.” 

In Chile, therapeutic abortion was legal for more than half a century until dictator Augusto

Pinochet banned it under all circumstances in 1989.

RELATED  El Salvador's Congress considers relaxing controversial abortion law

Still, pro-choice advocates point out that nearly 200,000 women seek out illegal and unsafe

abortions in Chile every year. Those who can a�ord it turn to underground private clinics or

the international collective Women on Web to access Misoprostol, also known as the abortion

pill, which leads to a successful abortion 90 percent of the time if taken correctly, according to

the World Health Organization.

Chile’s poor, however, have even fewer options. In 2008, the Chilean Ministry of

Health said more than 33,000 women were hospitalized with abortion-related complications.

Chile is one of only six countries – El Salvador, Nicaragua, the Vatican, Malta and the

Dominican Republic – that refuse abortion under any circumstance.

abortion  chile  reproductive rights

              SHARE.

http://www.humanosphere.org/podcasts/2017/01/using-insurance-to-protect-the-poorest-against-climate-change-risks/
http://www.humanosphere.org/podcasts/2017/01/war-drugs-affecting-developing-world-not-ways-might-think/
http://www.humanosphere.org/podcasts/2016/12/world-respond-mass-atrocities-chat-kate-cronin-furman/
http://www.humanosphere.org/podcasts/2016/12/south-sudan-provide-maternal-child-healthcare-crisis/
http://www.humanosphere.org/podcasts/2016/12/after-mosul-whats-next-for-refugees-and-iraqs-future/
http://humanosphere.org/podcasts/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/id661273938
http://www.hiltonfoundation.org/
http://caseygrants.org/
http://www.seaif.org/
http://charity.org/
http://globalwa.org/
http://www.healthdata.org/
http://www.seattletimes.com/
http://www.seattleglobalist.com/
http://www.knkx.org/
http://www.seattlefoundation.org/
http://culturefoundry.com/
http://culturefoundry.com/
http://culturefoundry.com/
http://culturefoundry.com/
http://culturefoundry.com/
http://culturefoundry.com/
http://www.humanosphere.org/news-rounds/2017/01/news-humanosphere-suicide-bomber-strikes-mali-military-camp-kills-40/
http://www.humanosphere.org/basics/2017/01/biden-warns-davos-inequality-threatening-liberal-international-order/
http://www.humanosphere.org/global-health/2017/01/philippines-president-orders-free-contraceptives-6-million-women/
http://www.lifenews.com/2016/09/06/100000-pro-life-people-march-in-chile-against-bill-to-legalize-abortion/
http://ojo.pe/internacional/chile-senado-proabortista-aprueba-legislar-aborto-en-tres-causales-235253/
http://www.humanosphere.org/basics/2016/10/el-salvadors-congress-considers-relaxing-controversial-abortion-law/
http://www.foxnews.com/health/2017/01/17/chile-just-one-vote-away-from-legalizing-abortion.html
https://www.womenonweb.org/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17560446
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__CenterforReproductiveRights.pr-2Doptout.com_Tracking.aspx-3FData-3DHHL-253d8-2D9-252f-253e8-2D-253eLCE19-252b74-253a1-2DGLCE17.6-26RE-3DMC-26RI-3D3773061-26Preview-3DFalse-26DistributionActionID-3D29383-26Action-3DFollow-2BLink&d=DwMFaQ&c=cnx1hdOQtepEQkpermZGwQ&r=vMcqp9UooHjD7EQ5br-i0r6Tc7-Dn0qZN1c7NifshkqMnbK1Me6ELm2tAocPIIx4&m=J8jYwiEpXEWnAEy3lFRsp_0Psc7VWauadzBYY4Un1lQ&s=A-_2FY1_8VeSfNQ2-HHP186EVj9pnZKcqqT5Sz-ot24&e=
http://www.humanosphere.org/tag/abortion/
http://www.humanosphere.org/tag/chile/
http://www.humanosphere.org/tag/reproductive-rights/
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.humanosphere.org%2Fglobal-health%2F2017%2F01%2Fchile-is-one-step-away-from-legalizing-abortion-in-some-cases%2F&title=Chile%3A+Senators+debate+abortion+measure+one+vote+away+from+becoming+law
http://twitter.com/home?status=Chile%3A+Senators+debate+abortion+measure+one+vote+away+from+becoming+law+-+http%3A%2F%2Fwww.humanosphere.org%2Fglobal-health%2F2017%2F01%2Fchile-is-one-step-away-from-legalizing-abortion-in-some-cases%2F
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.humanosphere.org%2Fglobal-health%2F2017%2F01%2Fchile-is-one-step-away-from-legalizing-abortion-in-some-cases%2F
http://plus.google.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.humanosphere.org%2Fglobal-health%2F2017%2F01%2Fchile-is-one-step-away-from-legalizing-abortion-in-some-cases%2F
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.humanosphere.org%2Fglobal-health%2F2017%2F01%2Fchile-is-one-step-away-from-legalizing-abortion-in-some-cases%2F&media=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.humanosphere.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2017%2F01%2F21661332590_a9d6095082_o.jpg
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.humanosphere.org%2Fglobal-health%2F2017%2F01%2Fchile-is-one-step-away-from-legalizing-abortion-in-some-cases%2F
http://www.tumblr.com/share/link?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.humanosphere.org%2Fglobal-health%2F2017%2F01%2Fchile-is-one-step-away-from-legalizing-abortion-in-some-cases%2F&name=Chile%3A+Senators+debate+abortion+measure+one+vote+away+from+becoming+law
mailto:?subject=Chile%3A%20Senators%20debate%20abortion%20measure%20one%20vote%20away%20from%20becoming%20law&body=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.humanosphere.org%2Fglobal-health%2F2017%2F01%2Fchile-is-one-step-away-from-legalizing-abortion-in-some-cases%2F


20/01/2017 Chile: Senators debate abortion measure 1 vote away from becoming law

http://www.humanosphere.org/global-health/2017/01/chile-is-one-step-away-from-legalizing-abortion-in-some-cases/ 3/4

ABOUT

Humanosphere

Seattle is the epicenter of a global e�ort to beat back

poverty and illness in the poorest corners of the

world. We'd like Humanosphere to be your go-to

source for news, conversation and analysis about this

e�ort as it unfolds. Your host is Tom Paulson, a

reporter with decades of experience covering science,

medicine and global health in the US and beyond.

 SEATTLE GLOBALIST

#GreaterSeattle: Fighting for tenant rights in South

King County

Ikea completes Washington’s largest rooftop solar

installation

World premiere of “SHOT” drives home Seattle’s

police brutality conversation

Embed View on Twitter

Humanosphere
A Twitter list by @CultureFoundry

Consolidated feed from the Humanosphere team

10

20

NEW: #Chile: Senators debate #abortion measure 1 vote
away from becoming law buff.ly/2jDOyLP

 

Biden warns #Davos: #Inequality is threatening 'liberal 
international order' buff.ly/2iPgrwE @TheHumanosphere
@WEF

 

Who's Lifting Chinese People Out Of Poverty? 
n.pr/2iP8bNc via @NPRGoatsandSoda

 

Humanosphere  
@TheHumanosphere

Tom Paulson  
@tompaulson

Biden warns Davos: Inequality …
Vice President Joe Biden delivered
his final speech yesterday to an
assembly of the world's wealthiesthumanosphere.org

Tom Murphy  
@viewfromthecave

ABOUT AUTHOR

LISA NIKOLAU

Lisa Nikolau is a Seattle-based reporter for Humanosphere, covering gender equality,

indigenous rights and poverty in Latin America and worldwide. You can contact her at

lisa.nikolau@humanosphere.org.

RELATED POSTS

Tiny Device Allows You To Track Anything (it's
Genius!)
Have you ever lost your car on a parking lot? It happens. You
park and go shopping. When you get back, you don't have a clue
where your car is. Then you start roaming around clicking on the
panic button on your car keys so the alarm goes off. It can be
frustrating, especially on a hot, sunny day. No, you don't need to
install an expensive GPS syste...

Learn More

Sponsored by TrackR Bravo

0 Comments Humanosphere Login1

 Share⤤ Sort by Best

Start the discussion…

Be the first to comment.

Subscribe✉ Add Disqus to your site Add Disqus Addd Privacy�

 Recommend

Philippines president orders
free contraceptives for 6 million
women

BY JOANNE LU – 12 JANUARY 2017

Chile continues debate over
inequality in higher education

BY LISA NIKOLAU – 3 JANUARY 2017

Women’s rights groups sue
Texas over ‘unconstitutional’
fetal burial rule

BY LISA NIKOLAU

– 14 DECEMBER 2016

http://seattleglobalist.com/feed
http://www.seattleglobalist.com/
http://www.seattleglobalist.com/2017/01/19/greater-seattle-fighting-for-tenant-rights-in-south-king-county/61147
http://www.seattleglobalist.com/2017/01/18/ikea-largest-rooftop-solar-power-installation/60968
http://www.seattleglobalist.com/2017/01/18/spectrum-dance-theater-presenting-shot-dance-for-racial-justice/60972
https://twitter.com/settings/widgets/new/list?list_id=96934940
https://twitter.com/CultureFoundry/humanosphere
https://twitter.com/CultureFoundry
https://twitter.com/TheHumanosphere/status/822219603271159808
https://twitter.com/tompaulson/status/822217187326885890
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Chile?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/abortion?src=hash
https://t.co/HeSodiw4Ja
https://twitter.com/intent/like?tweet_id=822219603271159808
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Davos?src=hash
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Inequality?src=hash
https://t.co/AhByhCPgNK
https://twitter.com/TheHumanosphere
https://twitter.com/wef
https://twitter.com/intent/like?tweet_id=822217187326885890
https://t.co/1AnfKKDgFh
https://twitter.com/NPRGoatsandSoda
https://twitter.com/intent/like?tweet_id=822205264015331328
https://twitter.com/TheHumanosphere
https://twitter.com/TheHumanosphere/status/822219603271159808/photo/1
http://www.humanosphere.org/global-health/2017/01/chile-is-one-step-away-from-legalizing-abortion-in-some-cases/#
https://twitter.com/tompaulson
https://t.co/AhByhCPgNK
http://www.humanosphere.org/global-health/2017/01/chile-is-one-step-away-from-legalizing-abortion-in-some-cases/#
https://twitter.com/viewfromthecave
https://twitter.com/viewfromthecave/status/822205264015331328/photo/1
http://www.humanosphere.org/global-health/2017/01/chile-is-one-step-away-from-legalizing-abortion-in-some-cases/#
http://www.humanosphere.org/author/lisa-nikolau/
http://bevo-eu-west-1.adsnative.com/ck?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftrkwl.me%2Fbase.php%3Fc%3D127%26key%3D539d2ffc3c415e91d623cf4463a40a22%26p%3DzvrUB4nv2Dg7rd_EClwi1rBmT2ch8jAp4MSlGHwD%26d%3Dwww.humanosphere.org%26url%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.humanosphere.org%252Fglobal-health%252F2017%252F01%252Fchile-is-one-step-away-from-legalizing-abortion-in-some-cases%252F%2523%257B%2522experiment%2522%253A%2522network_default%2522%252C%2522position%2522%253A%2522top%2522%252C%2522variant%2522%253A%2522fallthrough%2522%257D%26ref%3Danett-keze&data=OGM4N2VmOGNmOTlmNmU1YTIxOTYyZjU1NWNlYmQ4M2JkNjJhZmQ1NjVkMTMxZjQwZjJjMDA2YjY2MTMwYWJiY2Y0YjQ0Yzc5MWRhZjlhOTM3Njg1YTZiOGU3Njg2ZTE3YjVmMjU4MDkzY2FmY2YxM2JkOTk0ZWZlNmI2ZTNjNmY5MDliMGJjMjEwYzZmOWRjYzM2ZTQ4N2VjMDE5MTU1NzI5MzQxNmNiZTI3OWJlOGY3NjMwMDM5YjY3YjUyN2FkYmUzZGIyOWRlM2YxZjQzNWJhOTM1OWM5MzRhODQwNDhmMmFlYWQwYWVkNzIzMzlhZjBlMjk5ZTg0MjllZjEwM2Q2ZTY2ZTI0Y2I3MWYzMjI0NGRjMTE0OTU1N2E5OTIyZGIxYjdiZGIwN2NjZjY1MWU2MWY4M2VhOGNkNTRiNmI%3D&sid=d9fb4578a37b4519a3f3fb61e908d286_fa42568c
https://disqus.com/
https://disqus.com/home/forums/humanosphere/
https://disqus.com/home/inbox/
https://publishers.disqus.com/engage?utm_source=humanosphere&utm_medium=Disqus-Footer
https://help.disqus.com/customer/portal/articles/1657951?utm_source=disqus&utm_medium=embed-footer&utm_content=privacy-btn
http://www.humanosphere.org/global-health/2017/01/philippines-president-orders-free-contraceptives-6-million-women/
http://www.humanosphere.org/global-health/2017/01/philippines-president-orders-free-contraceptives-6-million-women/
http://www.humanosphere.org/author/joanne-lu/
http://www.humanosphere.org/basics/2017/01/chile-continues-debate-over-inequality-in-higher-education/
http://www.humanosphere.org/basics/2017/01/chile-continues-debate-over-inequality-in-higher-education/
http://www.humanosphere.org/author/lisa-nikolau/
http://www.humanosphere.org/basics/2016/12/womens-rights-groups-sue-texas-unconstitutional-fetal-burial-rule/
http://www.humanosphere.org/basics/2016/12/womens-rights-groups-sue-texas-unconstitutional-fetal-burial-rule/
http://www.humanosphere.org/author/lisa-nikolau/
javascript:window.open(window.clickTag)


20/01/2017 Chile: Senators debate abortion measure 1 vote away from becoming law

http://www.humanosphere.org/global-health/2017/01/chile-is-one-step-away-from-legalizing-abortion-in-some-cases/ 4/4

About · Mission · Jobs · Writers Guidelines · Contact · Contributors · Terms of UseCopyright 2015. All Rights Reserved. Humanosphere.org

http://www.humanosphere.org/about-us/
http://www.humanosphere.org/mission/
http://www.humanosphere.org/about-us/jobs/
http://www.humanosphere.org/writers-guidelines/
http://www.humanosphere.org/contact-us/
http://www.humanosphere.org/contributors/
http://www.humanosphere.org/terms-of-use/

